Unsectarian, as contrasted with denominational education, in relation to
the Queen's University in Ireland / by Henry Mac Cormac.

Contributors

M'Cormac, Henry, 1800-1886.
Royal College of Surgeons of England

Publication/Creation
Belfast : Printed by W. & G. Baird, 1866.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gedjt8u8

Provider

Royal College of Surgeons

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. The original may be consulted at The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

} | K1k
e
. | 1.}













UNSECTARIAN EDUCATION.

—

Tue one especial thing that is to benefit us, 1s the
development of our everlasting intelligence ~Whatever
furthers this is desirable ; whatever hinders it is hurtful,
destructive. If, indeed, there be a certain truth in this
world, it is that sectarian education is, and ever has been
prejudicial to the best interests of man. The wisest per-
sons of all sects have admitted this. The spiritual
interests of our race are indissolubly associated with un-
sectarian training. Wherever denominational education
has been tried, it has proved a failure.

Whatever else the Irishman may need, he needs educa-
tion, culture, in the widest and best sense of the terms.
Culture, indeed, would raise him to a higher level—would
direct his warm affections, restrain his erratic will. But
such culture, mixed education—secular education—can
alone supply. Culture, in truth, promotes every science,
develops every art, and with them, aids the spiritual
advancement of our kind. Instead of remaining outcast
and a spectacle, Ireland would shine, a real Isle of Saints,
before the nations. She would prove a source of strength,
not of weakness. She would see the futility of mere
appeals to brute force, which only lead to ever recurring
disappointment and cumulative ruin.* She would realise
because she would inspire, respect and sympathy. And
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Roman Catholic Synod of Thurles, a majority which it
had been found most difficult to obtain. And, yet, Ultra-
montanists ought to be anxious to secure the advantages
which unsectarian education 1s so well caleulated to afford,
not only for secular, but for ecclesiastical students also.
Never were the Irish Roman Catholic clergy so generally
respected as when they had free access to Continental
schools, and never will they be so respected again, until they
shall share united secular culture, the refining influences of
literature, science, and art. How can the clergy, of any
denomination, indeed, so completely forget, as the Roman
Catholic clergy seem to have done, that not merely the
moral, but also the general welfare of mankind, ought to
prove their care. It is simply dreadful that human beings
should be shut cut from the light of Gods great truths
unless when coupled with some form of sectarian culture.
The Ultramontane clergy themselves, in truth, are proof in
evidence of the great evil of sectarian culture, and of the
folly of refusing the mighty boon which uudennmmauunal
education alnne secures.

The conduct of the Ultramontane clergy for the greater
portion of the last twenty years, although protested against,
as we see by the Resolutions of the Roman Catholic
nobility and gentry of England, to say nothing of Ireland,
shows very plainly, should they only succeed in their
present suicidal intentions, what we are to look for.
Knowledge, science, art, every lofty aspiration, perish as
ntterly in the fatal atmosphere of sectarianism, as do the
wretched victims who prostrate themselves before the not
more fatal car of Juggernaut. One kills the body, the
other destroys the soul. The Catholic Institute, as they
called themselves, of Belfast, having purchased a certain
holding, established a newsroom, and made provision for






