Report of the Committee of the Convention of Poor Law Medical Officers.

Contributors

Convention of Poor Law Medical Officers.
Royal College of Surgeons of England

Publication/Creation
[London] : [publisher not identified], 1848.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/njez46ga

Provider

Royal College of Surgeons

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. The original may be consulted at The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/









































































PooR-LAW MEDICAL RELIEF.—ar A MEETING OF
and others, held at the Hanover-square
JOHN BﬂRTﬂN, M.D

The following Resolutions were unanimonsly adopted :

1. That the medical men charged with attendance on the PooOr are require
that they are liable to be called at the shortest notice, and w
formidable injuries which every species of accident may produce; s waell
can present. That in the discharge of these duties they have not

their profession ;

but are brought into situations the most trying and repulsive,
contagion and other causes of disease to which many of this v

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF POOR-LAW UNIONS.
Rooms, an Wednesday, Octaber 27,
s of Walsall, in the Chair,

d to be thoroughly and practically acquainted with every branch of
ithout ussistange, to treat the severest forms of disease, and the most
45 to attend the most difficult and appalling cases which obstetric practice
only to contend with

the anxieties inseparable from such a weighty responsibility,

not only from the multiplied'annoyances which attend them, but from concentrated

aluable elass of men have been vietims,

That the sacrifice of time, labour, and rest,

which they are required to make, is great and unlimited

plying the means of relief, are often unavoidably

ter very liable to be concomitant with them,

heavy. That,inaddition to these tr
i

i and that the pecuniary expenses fiecessarily incurred in visiting their patients, and sup-

inls, inlierent to their office, there are others of a moral charac.

and of a kind most painfully to affect minds of a highly honourable and sensitive class, to which it i

sufficient merely to all

medical men cngaged in them, constitute a grievance which cannot be tan

in many instances the

ude. That the mode in which these services are required to

strongly st

be performed, and the scanty remuneration awarded to the
ited, and for whicli, redress should earnestly be sought, That

number of persons amongst whom the casualties of disease and accident may ocenr, and the area to be traversed in visiting

the patients, are so great as to render early, constant, and satisfactory
granted on no fixed principle or seale, varies greatly in different localities :
of them falls so far short of the expense incurred, as to render a lorge portion of the medical relief bestowed on the sick

members of the medical profession, instead of
2. That the medical relief at present provided for the

professional assistance

attendance physically impossible.

That the pecuniary remuneration, being

but that in sluestall it is so disproportionately small, and in FEFY Iy

poor o tax on individual

resting, like clothing, food and other forms of relief, npon the rate-payiug parishioners in general."”

poor must be faulty and inadequite, as respects hoth the patients and the public, is the
necessary consequence of the errors which have been pointed out as inherent in the system itgelf
is afforded, the limits of physical eapability and of pecuninry resources,

That, though an immense amount of unreguited
preclude medical officers from the possibility of

giving prompt professional assistance in muny instances.

That it results from these defects in the system that patients,

who might by early and

efficient treatment be quickly cured or relieved, and
parishes for aggravated sickness, and burial, or for
which might be made apparent from the parish

baoks, but tends to swell

placed in a situation to support themselves and

protracted relief to themnselves and their families,
the sums expended 10t hospitals, dispensaries, orphan asylums, and other

institutions, besides an incaleulable amount of individual charity."

3. That this Convention pledzes itself to seek

in the most persevering but temperate MaAnner,

their families, may become a charge on their
That the extra expense is not confined to that

the redress of the grievances which have been

set forth ; that for this purpose a subseription be raised, and a Standing Committee be appointed to colleat aund digest information on the subject ; to

‘memorialize the Secretary of Stete for the

Home Department, and the Poor-law Commissioners ;

and to communicate with the College of Physicians,

the College of Surgeons,
Surgery, and Midwifery,
tion, and to take such oth

the Society of Apothecaries, the Pravincial Medical
in order toobitain the active co-operation of

and Surgical Association, and the National Institute of Medicine,
those bodies. That the Committee he empowered to re-nssemble the Conven-

er steps for the promotion of the ahject

confided to it, as it may deem expediont, '

““4. That the best
vention, in consenting

to take the chair on the present occasion ;

thanks of this mesting be given to JOHN BURTON, M.D., for l|"‘_ important services which he has afforded to this Con-
to the Council of the National Tnstitnte of Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery,

for their kindness and co-operation, and more especially for lending the use of their rovnssand also to the editors of the Times, the Medical

T'imes, the Lancet, and the Provincial
erlions to abiain a reform of the present system,’

The following gentlemen constitute the Committes,
Thomus Hodgkin, M.D., Chairman.

Thomas Martin, E?., of Reigate, Vice-chairman and Treasurer,

Edward Boulger, F .y Blechingley,
John Burlﬂﬂ,i‘[,h. H‘:I‘-’ul.r.nrl. o
Adolphus Barnett, M.D., Limehouse.
Samuel Byles, Esq., Hackney-road,
George Bottomley, Esy., Craydon.
William Cantrell, Esq., Wirkswaorth,
Nathaniel Clifton, Esq., Islington,
Edward Daniell, Esq., Newport Pagnell,
Gearge T. Dale, Esq., Commercial-romd
Alfred Ebsworth, Esq., Bulwell.
Jumes Hey
Medieal and Surgical Associntion.

gate, M.D., F..S., Derby, President of the Proviuncial

Peter Morting Fg
Joseph Tl:“'“ﬂs Mitchell, Esq., Kenington
Juln A
Grorge Rossy B | Farringdon-street.
James 5It'l.’lnﬂ'lll
T!mmus “
Rtichard Thomag Tasker, Esiq.. Melbourne.
James F. ¥ ='!lﬂcc.
Edward W hllﬁ, Esi.,

Medical and Surgical Journal, and to other gentleMen connected with the public press, for their able ex-

Henvy W [-“'!lt, Esx
John Lit'[“”- Esi., A ie-place,

Charles . Lopd, Esq., Hampstend.
William Lobl, Esq. " ldersgate-street,
1., Reigate,

.y Wells.

Peirsnn, Esq. Waolton, Liverpool.

1, Exq., Guildford.
Smllll, Esq., St. Mary Cray.
Esg .y Stratford.

ll.:lmll'u Conduit-strest.

~ The Committee earncstly appeal to the general body of the Medical Profession, whether gonnected with Poor-law Unious or not, to aid them in

their present effort,

i i . s b i ] s medic ofessio
which, if successful, will put an end to o grievanee which is not only afflictivg but degrading to the whale medical profession,

and at the same lime will serve the cause of humanity by placing medical relief on a l.lﬂ“l':t_["mlrltt'.'lliull. ‘Tu I'ucfﬁlnt(\.- Iﬂ!u: collection of J||i"n|-!r]:|[|u]n1
Medical Poor-law Officers throughout England and Wales are respectfully requesied to furnish the Committee with theiv numes and places of abode,

As considerable expenses must he ineurved,
order, or otherwise, to the Treasurer,

Offices, No. 4, Hanover Square,
Nov. 8, 1847,

Thomus Martin, esq., Reigate.

the Committee earnestly request donations and subscriptions, which may be forwarded by Post-office

THOMAS HODGEIN, M. D., Chairmuan.
T. PIERS HEALEY, Honorary Secretary.






