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§ DESCRIPTION OF DIAGRAM (11).

On the wall of the room in which the instrument
1s to be fixed, draw the horizontal line A B six feet
above the floor. - From the point A, which is six feet
from the point B, draw the perpendicular line A c,
anel from the poimt B the perpendicular line B D.
Bisect the horizontal line A B, and from the point of
bisection © draw the diagonal E ¢ ; measure off on
the line B » the point ¥, 4 feet 11 inches from the
floor (or 1 foot 1 inch from the point B), and from
the point ¥ draw the diagonal ¥ c. The two diagonal
lines thus obtained are at the angles required, and
represent the centre of the grooves down which the
indicators are to move. Now it will be evident that,
if a well-proportioned six-foot man were to stand
with his arms extended in the centre of the square
A B ¢ D, his head would touch the point E, and the
extremity of the middle finger of his left hand
would touch the point ®, while the extremity of

the middle finger of his right hand would touch



DESCRIPTION OF DIAGRAM (II). T

the perpendicular A ¢ at the same distance from
the floor as the point ¥. If, however, the extremity
of his left hand were to exceed the perpendicular
B D, the indicator would have to be moved back
to the extent of the excess, and thereby the excess
would be known. So likewise, if the dimensions
of the extended arms were less than six feet, the
indicator would have to be pushed forward, and
thereby the quantity less than six feet would be
known. In either of these two cases the highest part
of his head would not come precisely under the point
E, unless, indeed, one arm were longer than the other
(which circumstance would have to be noted), but as
the indicator for the head is five inches wide, sufficient
space for even an extraordinary dissimilarity in the
length of the two arms would be provided for. In
like manner, the indicator that is to measure the ex-
tent of the arms is five inches wide, that width being
considered sufficient space for any even extraordinary
deviation from the normal proportion of the length of
the neck, which requires that the pit of the neck in a
six-foot man should be 1 foot 1 inch from the crown
of the head, the pit of the neck being on a level
with the middle finger when the arms are extended
horizontally. Another provision is to be made in the
indicator for the sake of detecting more easily any
deviation from the normal proportion in the length of
the neck, and that is by painting a black line on the
centre of the vertical surface of the indicator. The
same provision is recommended to be adopted for the
horizontal surface of the indicator that measures the






RECORDING THE MEASUREMENTS. 9

ment will be alike; and therefore, if this mode of
identification should be approved, and every police
and military station in the United Kingdom furnished
with one of these instruments, the identification of a
person previously measured could be effected at any
place, and a mass of information respecting the laws
of growth and the influence of trade or occupation on
those laws brought out and defined, as well as other
physiological particulars not yet contemplated.

The Method of recording the Measurements.

Respecting the ledger, it may be useful to say a
few words, as, by an inconvenient division of its pages,
a great deal of important information may be lost.
For whatever purpose, whether scientific or political,
of course the first column will be for the date, the
next for the name, the third for the age, the fourth
for the sex, which is signified by the letters m and F.
The next space should be divided into two columns,
over which will be written the word ‘height.” In
the first column will be set down the number of inches,
in the next the number of sixteenths of an inch; or,
if it should be more convenient, the space might be
divided into three columns, the first for feet, the second
for inches, and the third for eighths. The next space
should likewise be divided into three columns, and
over this space should be written the word ¢ width,’
and in that the extent of the arms should be recorded
in feet, inches, and eighths, as in the case of the height.
Then should be ruled off a narrow space, which should
























