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coal, &c., and a vast system of authorized mendicancy,
by which crossing-sweepers, sellers of matches and
other articles, street singers, &c., subsist upon alms
under pretence of service, are among the means by
which a large vagrant and mendicant population are
enabled to live in London without regular or pro-
ductive labour,*

Our lower London population has lost, not only
the habit, but the very idea of independent self-
support, as well as of the thrift, self-denial, and
provision for the future, necessary to maintain it.
This is the bitter root of the evils from which we
are suffering.

The proportion which the places for the sale of
intoxicating liquors in London bear to the population
is exceptionally large ; but how can it be otherwise
when workmen in the receipt of good wages, relying
upon out-door relief and indiscriminate charity, as a
ready-made insurance, think they have done the
right thing when they allow their wives and children
a few shillings a week, and spend the rest in self-
indulgence ? The prevailing habit of deserting wife
and children, when they begin to be burdensome, is
directly traceable to the same cause. Far the best
way of providing for a child is to turn him into the
streets, for then he is certain to be well educated, and
put out in life, through some industrial school or
orphanage. Instead of encouraging wives to make
their homes pleasant to their husbands, we encourage
the husbands to spend their leisure hours at clubs.

* Special Committee on Vagrancy and Mendieity formed by
the Council of the Charity Organisation Society.


















































































