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century, has been the rise of Great Bri.tain to a de-
aree of almost unparalleled power and influence as a
nation, during the prevalence of many public abuses,
and the not unfrequent violation of those rights
which appertain to the citizens of a country by in-
clination, as well as constitution, free. Proclaimed
by one of the parties in the state; denied, to a certain
extent, by another ; and defended, on the plea of
expediency, by a third,—the reality of corrupt prac-
tices in the general, as well as in the municipal,
government of the country, at the time in question,
seems to be proved by the very conflicting testimo-
nies which are adduced in respect to their existence.
But how much more singular, as contrasted with
such a state of affairs, must not the supineness of the
nation under it appear, during a period of many
years! Was it mere passive endurance, required
by the circumstances of the times, that sealed the
people’s lips during that period, on the subject of
their wrongs? Or had the war against a powerful and
threatening enemy, in which the nation had for more
than twenty years been engaged, silenced all other feel-
ings save that of wishing to repel foreign aggression ?
Perhaps, too, the triumph over that enemy abroad
blinded the people to their false position at home!
Perhaps the lavish distribution of public money,
easily raised, prevented the murmurs of the discon-
tented ! Perhaps, too, the intense ignorance into
which the larger masses of the people were plunged
in those days, (as we learn from parliamentary docu-
ments,) served to conceal from the nation their own
true interest in domestic matters, and precluded all
chances of their seeking and obtaining redress.
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many haunts of corrupt practices, and many features
of deformity, among which the medical bodies-politic
in the three kingdoms of these realms appear con-
spicuously prominent.

Like the great charter of Political Reform—our own
will come at last : but it must be sought for and ob-
tained by the like means—the general voice of those
who require and are to be benefited by its accomplish-
ment. The whole, or the larger part, of our medical
brethren must join in the demand.

Without this general support no such act will
ever be obtained. Some few individuals there have
always been, even among medical men, in this coun-
try, as was the case with the politicians, anxiously de-
siring, and strugeling to obtain, the abolition of abuses,
the rectification of errors, and the removal of corrup-
tion ; and those individuals belonged to the better-
instructed classes of the profession. Within the last
fifty years, physicians and surgeons, some single-
handed, others combined, though in small numbers,
have appeared, from time to time, in the pursuit of
those cherished objects. But those single individuals,
and those select few, had to cope with the influence of
patronage and high offices, which silenced every ex-
pression of cordiality in the many. They had to
cope with the power of bestowing places, and with
leaders who made themselves strong in the support of
influential and easily-deceived patients occupying the
first charges in the state. They had to cope with the
disinclination felt by the largest number of their or-
der, against interfering with any existing arrangement;
as well as with the indifference of the thousands of
their brethren whom a prolonged war had provided
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bhodies by a skilful and searching examination ; but
also under the form of reciprocal reeriminations of
one chartered body against another. No volumes that
have been written by medical reformers against the
two Colleges, or the Company of Apothecaries, can
offer a more humiliating picture of their real constitu-
tion, and, at the same time, of the degradation of all
things connected with medical education and govern-
ment as at present existing in this country, than is
afforded by the three volumes in question—for the
publication of which the medical reformers of England
stand indebted to the parliamentary committee of
1834—an era that will be for ever after memorable
in the history of British medicine.

Here then, in these very volumes*—without utter-
ing a single syllable of personal disrespect against
mdividuals in office—am I content to search for an
answer to our first point of consideration, as to
“ What is there to reform in medical affairs?” Here,
in these very volumes, which only await the analyti-
cal and logical hand of the chairman of the commit-
tee, to be at once and by all admitted as pointing
where the plague-spot lies, that must be seared with
the hot iron of reform—here am I satisfied to find

wherewith to prove the necessity of that reform, as
regards the following objects :

* Report from the Select Committee on MepicaL EpucaTion,
with the Minutes of Evidence and Appendix. Ordered by the
House of Commons to be printed, 13th August, 1834.

Part I. Royal College of Physicians, London, question 1 to
4702—and 25 pages of documents.

Part II. Royal College of Surgeons, London, question 4703 to
6988—and 87 pages of documents.

Part IIT. Society of Apothecaries, London, question I to 1081—
and 4 pages of documents.
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tion of foreign universities, ventured to compare
those of Oxford and Cambridge to them, to the dis-
paragement of the foreign institutions, whether i
preliminary or medical instruction !

Without citing the University of France, and those
of Berlin, Vienna, and Pavia, (themselves real
models of what such institutions should be,) the mere
example of the several petty states of Germany, in
reference to university education, gainsays the ill-
founded and (the distinguished witness must excuse
me if I add) the imprudent assertion.

According to the most recent of the published sta-
tistical caleulations, there are not fewer than 1050
professors attached to the present universities in Ger-
many. They lecture to about 16,500 students, who
cannot matriculate for medicine or surgery, without
having taken either the degree of doctor of philoso-
phy, or that of bachelor of letters, each of which
involves preliminary studies of four years at least ;
after which the student is as many years more re-
moved from the degrees of doctor of medicine and
surgery. It is worthy of remark, that this large
number of professors, dependent on the very necessity
of a varied and long preliminary education in the
universities of (Germany, involves, according to the
same statistical accounts, an annual expenditure of
money of not less than £600,000 sterling, which
circulates within the precinets of these universities
—an expenditure which arises from the income
paid to the professors, and the money expended by
the pupils.* Is this an evidence of inferiority in pre-
liminary intellectual knowledge on the part of foreign

* See Journal of Education, Vols. I. 1I. and IIL.
C. 2
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that great political measure less; if we look at the
apathy which they evinced on a rec:nt occasion,
when,— instead of coming to the rescue of the several
members of the profession, ground down by that sys-
tematic degradation and injustice with which they
have been lately visited, through the application of
the poor-laws to them,—those incorporated bodies
stood aloof, and extended neither help nor sympathy
to the oppressed.

C.

Here ends what concerns medical education and
the chartered bodies, with reference to reform.—
But in order to complete the consideration of the first
topic of my present oration, namely, ¢ What is there
to reform?” I ought properly, now, to pass to the
examination of the medical charities and foundations
in the metropolis, as well as in the provincial towns,
and inquire into their management. I ought like-
wise fo ascertain whether the London and large pro-
vincial hospitals, the infirmaries and dispensaries, are
in reality productive of all the benefits to the com-
munity which their founders or benevolent supporters
anticipated or desired. But the field is too vast for me
to enter upon, until an equally solemn investigation has
taken place with regard to those chantles before that
same tribunal which has made known to the world the
real state of medical education, and of the medical cor-
porations in England. Such an investigation is due to
the publie, and will be undertaken. Sume informa-
tion on so important a subject has indeed been al-
Teady collected, but no part of it has yet acquired
publicity. To make any remarks, therefore, or to pass

D
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of whom, in their weekly lucubrations, affect to up-
hold a system of medical toryism, in hopes to secure the
snuggeries of the actual Medical Government to their
patrons: while others, through their quarterly rhap-
sodies, flippant and smacking of ignorance both of
British and Foreign Medicine, strive to pull down
the hard-earned reputation of their betters, whom
they never can hope to emulate.

Another and a mighty step in the paths of medical
reform was made when that all-important parlia-
mentary investigation of 1834, to which I have largely
alluded in the early part of this oration, was under-
taken. The evidence then collected, and afterwards
widely circulated and eagerly read, has left an 1m-
pression on the mind of medical men, and of laymen
even, in the provinces, which cannot fail to prepare
them for reform. The developement of the compli-
cated machinery of English medical corporations,
which that investigation brought about; and the
unwilling disclosures extracted from the mouths of
some of the advocates of all that is faulty in those
corporate bodies ;—again, the futility on the one hand,
and the injustice as well as mischievous tendency on
the other, of the bye-laws which regulate those
corporate bodies, exhibited according to their own
witnesses ; — lastly, the insufficiency of the present
system of medical education, the confusion of ranks
in the profession, the anomalies of privileges, and
the want of uniformity in the medical constitution of
the kingdom ;—all these things, being shown and
proved to exist in this country, their subsequent
proclamation through the records of parliament has
been a giant step towards reform.

Next we have, as a promoter of medical reform,
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Lastly comes, as a stirring agént of reform, whose
efforts in the cause we may, without overstepping mo-
desty, suppose to have produced a movement forward,
our British Medical Association. Young, yet vigorous;
slender of dimensions, yet ambitious ; scoffed at by
the corruptionists, yet inspiring dread in their hearts;
determined, united, unflinching : our Society, which
may be viewed as one of those meteors that are
said to precede great and vital changes, is likely to be
the mainspring in the final accomplishment of that
great and glorious consummation, Medical Reform.

In the drawing up of this rapid sketch of what has
hitherto been effected towards obtaining the end we
have in view, accuracy requires that I should, for a
moment, silence those feelings of reserve, which are at
all times so praiseworthy when self is in question, and
that I should declare in this place, (sinece I see the sub-
ject fully investigated in the parliamentary volumes,)
that I consider the proceedings of the Obstetric Society
of London, which I had the honour first to establish,
as likely to have assisted in promoting the cause of me-
dical reform. When those proceedings, which lasted
five years, first began, two of the medical corporations
spurned the society,* and refused a seat among their
members to those of their professional brethren (even
though physicians and surgeons legally qualified and
acknowledged) who practised a highly responsible,
often difficult, and generally complicated branch of

* Question 224, < What reason did the College of Physicians
assign for not paying attention to the representation of the Society
of Accoucheurs 7" Answer. “Ihave not the reasons by me. I re-
member they were well considered, and were thought satisfactory.”

Part I.—This is a mistake of the worthy president. The reasons
were not deemed satisfactory, and the sequel has shown it.
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We persevered in our measures,nevertheless, and the
result has been the abolition of the degrading and un-
just bye-laws of exclusion complained of by us.* First,
a celebrated obstetrician, president of the Obstetric So-
ciety, being raised to the dignity of doctor of medicine,
was made licentiate, afterwards a fellow, and as such
admitted into the sanctuary of the elect. Next, a se-
cond accoucheur came, and a third and a fourth, “on
to the crack of doom:” and thus, the very president
of the Royal College, who, with all his amiable and
social qualities, had so far forgotten his own dignity
as to designate those who exercised the art of mid-
wifery, as being scarcely gentlemen by profession,
was compelled,—through the persevering acts of the
Obstetric Society, and the public opinion awakened
by that society, to sit by their side — at the same
board—in the same council chamber !

Little as I am disposed to value such a conquest,
achieved by a body of able men whom I had been first
instrumental in bringing together; yet, as an example
of what, even in an insulated branch of reform, can
be effected by perseverance in a good cause, on the
part of a few determined individuals,—this assembly
will perhaps agree with me in viewing the successful
accomplishment of the object of the Obstetric Society
of London as worthy to be mentioned in this part of
my present oration.

But with all this already accomplished—with all

* Question 225, Part I. ¢ Does the statute of the college
still exist, that none engaged in the practice of midwifery shall
be admitted as fellows?” Answer. « Certainly.” Question 231.
‘“ Would it not be desirable to repeal such a by-law?” Answer.

“No, I do not think it expedient.” (1834!) But in two years more
it was done |
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and granted the same qualifications to all—leave it to
public opinion to establish it. In order to obtain readily
results like these, the continental governments have
provided one central medical faculty for the whole
kingdom ; with one or two branches where the terri-
tory is too vast, as in France for example. That fa-
culty is directed to apply the same and the maximum
test of examination to all who desire to practise the
healing art. It is, moreover, invested with the
power to recognise all persons who have proved them-
selves able to practise, and to grant to all such the same
privileges, to be enjoyed by them in every part of the
kingdom, unmolested by any secondary or delegated
power. That such a measure of equality and pro-
tection on the part of the regent faculty may be jus-
tified,—the nature and length of education, prelimi-
nary as well as medical, of all the candidates to be
examined in the healing art, have been defined by
special laws, which are not made subject to perpetual
and capricious variations on the part of subordinate
authorities. On the other hand, education itself is
made accessible to the most moderate fortunes ; and
the final examination or inquiry into the proficiency
of the students and candidates for degrees takes place
in open courts, and not in a private conclave. The
examiners do not elect and perpetuate themselves in
secret ; neither are they remunerated by the fees of
candidates. Hence two sources of abuse or corrup-
tion are avoided. There may be corruption where
there is secrecy, self-perpetuation, and irresponsibility
on the part of the examiners. There may be corrup-
tion when, by secret proceedings, large sums of money
are obtained from the many for distribution among
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and science of medicine :—according as his own
taste or inclination, or the strength of circumstances,
and the situation he may be placed in, or the
opinion of the public, may induce him to act :—thus
affording to the poor, and the moderately affluent, as
well as to the rich, (the lives of all of whom are of
equal value in the eyes of humanity and the laws)
the same means, and those of the highest character,
for resisting the fatal inroads of disease.

4thly. An equal enjoyment of all the privileges
and benefits appertaining to the highest degree of
education and qualification as certified in a diploma,
by every one possessing such a testimonial, in which-
ever part of Her Majesty’s dominions he may choose
to settle as a practitioner.

5thly. The establishment of One Faculty in the
capital of each of the three realms—to be governed by
the same laws—to be similarly constituted—and to be
endowed with similar powers of qualifying candidates
to practise in every part of the empire. As each of the
capitals has its university for instructing and examin-
ing and granting degrees to students in every branch
of educational knowledge, their privileges and rights
should be left undisturbed in every respect, except as
to the right of examining and conferring degrees in
the medical art,—which must be surrendered to the
medical faculty.

Gthly. The medical faculty in each capital should
consist of a certain number of eminent practitioners
and publie teachers, no matter to what particular
branch of the profession they may have deemed it
convenient or useful to confine themselves. . By this
provision, candidates would be certain to be examined






























