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REPORT.

Your Committee have taken into consideration the remit
of the General Assembly, and have become convinced that
no efforts of the Church through its courts, of the Clergy in-
dividually, or of the Session-Clerks, could so improve the
present Registers as to render them equal to the require-
ments of the public or of science.

In the first place, relative to the BIRTHS, your Committee
have to report, that as there exists no legislative enactment
compelling Registration of the Births, the present Registers
are merely records of the Births or Baptisms of those chil-
dren whose parents voluntarily enter them on the Register.
By a return to an address of the Honourable the House of
Commons, dated 6th August 1851, and published 3d Fe-
bruary 1852, stating the number of Births, of Deaths, and of
Marriages registered in each parish of each county in Scot-
land, in each year, since the 31st day of December 1841, it
appears that only from one-fifth to one-third of the Births
which occur in each parish are entered on the Registers.

In the second place, relative to the DEATHS, your Com-
mittee beg to report, that in the great majority of the parishes
in Scotland no record whatever of the Deaths, or, more pro-
perly speaking, of the Burials, is kept. In others the Re-
gisters are so imperfectly kept, and give so few particulars,
that they could not prove the identity of any individual who
has deceased. In a few others, again, and this is the case
in some of the large towns, the Registers are well kept, and
are examples worthy of imitation by all the parishes in Scot-
land.

In the third place, relative to the MARRIAGE REGISTER,
your Committee beg to report that, though these Registers
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machinery, acting under a legislative enactment, and under
the control of a superintending Board, is quite sufficient for
carrying out a scientific, practical, and economic plan of Re-
gistration.

The Session-Clerk (who is in general the schoolmaster) is
the present legal Registrar, and it would be an act of injus-
tice to deprive him of an office which he at present discharges
well, so far as an opportunity of so doing is afforded him.
Besides, in many of the Highland and Island parishes, the
schoolmaster is almpst the only man who possesses sufficient
intelligence to act as Registrar; and he possesses the addi-
tional advantage of having, by virtue of his office, better
means of communication with the parishioners than any
other man, and of being looked up to by them as their friend
and adviser. In most cases, the additional duties devolving
on him, in consequence of his being appointed Registrar of
Births, Deaths, and Marriages, would not interfere with his
duties as schoolmaster more than the Session-Clerk’s duties
do at present; and in the few cases where, from certain cir-
cumstances, it would be inexpedient to ask him to undertake
more duties than he has at present, this difficulty could be
got over by allowing him to have a Deputy-Registrar under
him, for whom he would be responsible. The reasons now
assigned for continuing the present Session-Clerks as Regis-
trars apply with equal force to their successors in office.

Your Committee, therefore, recommend that, in any appli-
cation to Government to extend the benefits of Registration
to Scotland, care should be taken to notice this point, and to
direct attention to the fact, that a proved machinery already
exists, which merely requires to be set in steady motion by a
legislative enactment ; that this machinery would be less
expensive than any other; that it would require no super-
intendence from Sheriff-clerks, or otherwise; but that every
Registrar should communicate directly with the head-office,
from which Inspectors should, from time to time, be sent to
examine into the manner in which the Registers are kept.

As to the mode by which the mere act of the Registration
of the BirTHS and DEATHS should be effected, your Commit-
tee are of opinion that the plan proposed from clauses 21 to












