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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC MEETING,
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SOCIETY,
HELD AT THE HANOVER SQUARE ROOMS,
T'uesday, July 30th, 1850,
LORD ASHLEY (now the Ears of Suarressunry) 1N THE CHAIR.
{Copied from * TnE Laxcer," for dug. 3rd, 1850.)

A public meeting was held at the Hanover Square Rooms on Tuesday evening
last, for the establishment of this Society, the formation of which has been in pro-
gress for the last six months, under the management of Mr. Tucker (with whom it
originated ), together with other zealous promoters of the scheme.

Lord Asurey occupied the chair, vacating it in an advanced stage of the proceed-
ings, after which it was occupied by Dr. Babington, the president-elect of the Society.
The meeting was most respectably and numerously attended, nearly 200 gentlemen
being present, among whom we observed many of the most distinguished members
of the profession. The interest excited in the objects of the Society appeared to be
unusually great, and the meeting would doubtless have been much larger, but that
there happened to be a dinner of the Apothecaries’ Society the same evening. The
speeches delivered on the occasion were eloquent and appropriate, and were listened
to with mute and undivided attention on the part of the audience. The whole of
the proceedings were conducted with the utmost propriety, and a spirit of harmony
and cordiality prevailed, not less gratifying to the promoters of the Society than
honourable to the profession. The meeting was, in fact, an appeal from the pro-
fession to the publie for help and encouragement in effecting a mighty effort for the
public weal. The necessity for further investigation into the nature of epidemic
visitations, together with the imperfection of our present knowledge of the subject,
was candidly admitted by the professional speakers, and even forced upon the atten-
tion of the laity, who, on their part, received the appeal with sympathy, and responded
to it in a most grateful tone of encouragement and generosity.

The Citatryax opened the business of the meeting in an eloquent oration, which
he commenced by alluding to the appalling fact, that upwards of 12,000 persons died
annuallyin the metropolis of epidemic diseases, and that they appeared tobe depending
upon causesalways more or less in operation, and probably to a great extent preventible
provided the conditions of their prevalence were better understood and more c;nre[’uII;.:
anticipated. The object of this institution was to remove this opprobrium, an object
which commends itself to all minds in all nations; for it was not a mere question of
theory or taste, but the discovery of truth, and the application of that truth to the
great benefit of mankind., [e regarded it, not only in its medical, but also in its
moral and social bearing. Epidemics and their existing causes, bad drainage, defi-
cient supplies of water and ventilation, and the overcrowding of habitations, tended
to produce widows, orphans, pauperism, licentiousness, and intemperance. His
lordship alluded to the tendency of the day to the aggregation of large masses of the
people to carry out the application of the advancing science of the times to usefyl
arts and commerce, thus, in the present state of things, augmenting the influence of
epidemic diseases. Oune object of the Society would be, to ingquire how this aggre-
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referred to the recent discoveries in magnetism, to Reid's theory of storms, and
other important results of combined observations, which could not, by any possi-
bility, have been discovered by one man, or by voyagers in one ship. In the study
of epidemics, there is a vast field for inquiry,—their causes, the question of conta-
gion, (a question which one individual despaired of ever seeing settled, and declined
to join the Society on that account,) the incubation of diseases, the period of a
building remaining infected after the removal or recovery of a patient, and the
method of treatment or cure. Indeed, through our ignorance of these subjects
opprobrium has fallen on our art. But we may hereafter be enabled to obtain
greater insight into all these things. The question of the treatment of yellow fever
was once in the same predicament. The propriety of bleeding was much disputed.
It is now known that bleeding is always fatal in this disease. If only same such
negative fact were discovered of cholera, it would guide us at least to avoid doing
mischief, and point indirectly to some positive discovery. One good must certainly
result from the formation of this Society. The public will feel that medical men
are alive 1o the subject, and sincerely anxious to apply their minds and their means
for the public benefit. But they do expect the public to respond to this. The
medical members not only give their time and their talents, but their annual guinea
to the Society. But this will not be by any means sufficient to carry out the neces-
sary researches. Accordingly, any gentlemen interested in the objects are eligible
as Subscribers, and their subscriptions need not be limited to that sum. Also dona-
tions from the public to any amount will not be refused; and if necessary, it is
hoped, grants from Government for some of the specific purposes contemplated by
the Society will be forthcoming, as they have been on other occasions.

Dr. Appisox joined cordially in the congratulations of his friends, that this Society
commences its operations under such happy auspices as the sanction of the noble
chairman. He was only giving utterance to a sentiment common to all present,
when he said that the mere presence of Lord Ashley, on the occasion, proved at once
that the object of the Society was the welfare and happiness of mankind. Nor was
the Society less happy in the fostering care of a physician, who, if not the founder
of the Society, will ever be identified with its origin. His friend Dr., Babington had
not only devoted his especial attention to the subject, but he was as much esteemed
as well known, as an honourable, upright, and exemplary member of the profession.
The best and only reward the institution promises to its supporters is the sympathy
of the benevolent, the applause of the good, and the unaffected gratitude of all parties.
The investigation of epidemics has been limited in a great measure, hitherto, to the
exertions of individuals ; but it is far beyond their scope. And if the Society opens
the remotest prospect of so understanding their diseases as to prevent or mitigate
their ravages, it is well worthy of being established.

Dr. Gorping Brrp reiterated the opinion that all who have had any experience
in these investigations must know that no individuals can possibly be equal to the
task. Individuals are prejudiced, and are apt to describe facts as they appear to
them, or rather, as they wish them to appear; and one advantage of the Society is,
that facts are submitted to others, and are subjected to a strict ordeal before they are
placed on record. Thus we shall have a large mass of observation which ean be
depended on. None of the occurrences connected with epidemics happen by acci-
dent. They obey fixed laws. Astronomy presents apparent accidents, but further
observation shows that they are only apparent. So the ordinary deviations from
health must depend upon causes susceptible of investigation.  The discoveries
which we hope to make may not be so sublime or so magnificent as the discovery

of a new planet, but they may tell more to the relief of suffering, and the moral and
social benefit of mankind.

Joux Propert, Esq. said that these discussions might be tedious and sickening
to some minds, but when the good of mankind was the object, he was sure that

Lord Ashley would be the last man to be weary or disgusted. He cordially ap-
proved of the constitution and government of the Society.












EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

ADDRESS

DELIVERED BY

THE PRESIDENT, B. G. BABINGTON, M.D. F.R.S.
ON OPENING THE FIRST SESSION OF THE SOCIETY,
AT THE HOUSE OF
THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY,

53, BERNERS STREET,

On Monday, December 2nd, 1850.

(GENTIL.EMEN,

As the circumstances under which this Soeiety originated may not be known to
many here resent, I deem it proper to commence what I have to offer you by
making a brief allusion to this subject. So long ago as February, 1848, six-
teen months before the last appearance of epidemie cholera in this country, our
honorary seeretary, Mr. Tucker, in a Letter bearing the signature * Pater,”
and published in The Lancet, first gave expression to the notion, that the
members of our profession ought to combine for the purpose of accumulating
experience with respect to the treatment of that disease.

fn July, 1849, this notion was further developed in a second communication,
under the same name; but it was not until the following September that a
new society, for the investigation of cholera and other epidemic diseases, was
distinctly proposed, in a third Letter from ¢ Pater.”

In a fourth Letter, published on the 1st of December last, I find it stated,
that with respect to the formation of a new medical society, to take into consi-
deration a systematic investigation of epidemic diseases, a few medical gentlemen
had furmedy themselves into a committee, had occasionally held meetings on
the subject, and, after due consideration, had come to the conclusion that
such a society was greatly needed. In that letter, the author, who now, for
the first time, wrote in his own name, remarked that there never had been
a medical society in this country which had devoted itself solely to the inves-
tigation of epidemic diseases, and that, had there been such an oue before the
late visitation, some more settled plan of treatment might long before have
been resolved upon. ¢ It is painful to have to confess,” says he, *“ that up to
this day we know neither the real cause, the means of prevention, nor the cure
of this awful malady; but it is hoped by the combination of talent in all
branches of the profession meeting together under one roof, formed into one
body for one good—one national cause, that what it is ’!’)mgsihlg for man to
effect, shall not much longer remain a mystery * < Having,” he continues, * ac-
complished as much as this country, Eli[f{:d by others, can effect with respect to
Asiatic cholera, we shall still have to combat other enemies to the human race
which at this moment are thought but little of—scarlatina, typhus fever, small m’.«.:’:
measles, &e.,—which are said to have destruger_l 12,000 annnally in London ullmm,
Itis thought that the formation and working of such a society would give the highest
satisfaction to the public, who :mxiuuslmik to the profession for knowledge in
these matters, and that it would ere long, prove a better bond of union between
thﬂmhlic and the medical profession than any society which has ever existed.”

r. Tucker persevered in his exertions, undéterred by many difficulties
and at length  succeeded in persuading others, besides the immediate
friends who formed his committee, to join in the good work which he }1;..—]
undertaken. The result was, that a meeting took place on the Gth of March
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last, over which Mr. Erasmus Wirson presided, in the Hanover Square Rooms,
when it was resolved to form a society for the investigation of epidemic diseases.
From that time this Society might be considered as having at ﬁeast an embryo
existence. 7

At a second meeting in Hanover Square, on the 30th of July, at which Lord
Asurey kindly consented to take the chair, and which was very numerously
attended by members of the profession and others, the objects of the Society
were eloquently set forth by his Lordship, who was fﬂﬂﬂwetf by numerous other
:‘igyeakers, and the constitution of the Society was framed by the appointment of

resident, Vice-Presidents, Counecil, and other Officers. There has been no
General Meeting of the Society since that period.

Whoever has watched the formation of a new street, of which so many have of late
been constructed in this metropolis, cannot fail to have observed, that for a long
time the line of way seems to make no visible progress towards completion, so as
even lo excite our surprise that house-building should be so slow a process. Yet
during all that period the work is going on, anﬁ the workmen are busily employed
—some in digging foundations, some in excavating sewers and drains. We
heed them not, because they are pursuing their silent labours underground,
and there is little or nothing to show, for all the pains that they are taking;
but when once these preliminaries are accomplished, and they reach the surface
we are, on the contrary, astonished to find how quickly the houses sprin
up, as it were by magic, on either side, and how in fewer days than it ha%
before taken months, handsome edifices rise up before our eyes. Now gentlemen,
our society, like the new street, to which ]i would compare it, may seem for
some months past to have remained in an inactive state, because our works
have not been apparent. Our explanation is simple ; we have been labouring
at the foundations. These are, I trust, now solidly laid, and on this night we
rise, for the first time, above the surface, and appear before the public. Let
us hope, that ere long we shall erect such a superstructure, as by its beauty
and utility may demonstrate that we have not been working in vain.

To descend from metaphor to plain fuct, the months that have intervened
between the formation of our Society and the present time have been devoted
by our Council, and by Committees formed from their body, to framing the
laws, to arr:uzlging our mode of proceeding, and to determinmng, in more detail
than a mere definition could convey, what are the objects which we propose
to carry out, and how we may best effect their accomplishment.

From the earliest ages to the present period, epidemic diseases have, from time
to time been the scourges of the human raee ; and the Sacred Volume, at once
the most ancient and the most authentic history of remote antiquity, records, as
you well know, many awful visitations of the pestilence, which but too surely
marked the anger of a justly-offended Deity—offended, but not implacable; for
the plague was ever and anon stayed by the supplications of those whom the
Almighty permitted to intercede with Him on behalt of his disobedient children.

In later times, we have no reason to believe that the great Jehovah interferes
with the laws which He, in his infinite wisdom, has laid down for the
governance of mankind and of all created heiugs. The days of miracles are
past, yet the Author of all visits us as surely and as fearfully as ever through
the operation of natural causes; and it is one purpose of our existence, on
which our welfare is made to depend, that we endeavour to discover and avert
them. The means of doing so have, in these latter days, been greatly
increased. The practical tendencies of the age lead towards the improvement of
physical science, and much success has rewarded our researches in this depart-
ment.

The object then of this Society, I take to be, to endeavour, by the light
of modern science, to review all those causes which result in the manifestation
and spread of epidemic diseases—to discover causes at present unknown, and
investigate those which are ill understood—to collect together facts, on which
scientific researches may be securely based—to remove errors which impede
their progress—and thus as far as we are able, having made ourselves thoroughly
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acquainted with the strongholds of our enemies, and their modes of attack,
to suggest those means by which their invasion may either be prevented, or
if, in spite of our exertions, they may have broken in upon us, to seek how
they may be most effectually combated and expelled. ] _

In an address which has already been framed by the Council, and which I
doubt not most of those here present have seen, the circumstances which have
led the profession to join in the formation of this Society have been so full{
stated, that it would be surperfluous to say anything more on this head.
cannot, however, refrain from quoting some observations of my lamented friend
Professor Hecker, of Berlin, p&euliaﬁ}' apposite, with reference to our meeting
this evening : « It has long been my earnest desire,” says he, ©“ to address m
honoured brethren of the profession, in order to impress on them a subject in whic
science is deeply intere,steg, and which, according to the direct evidence nt'LNaturE
herself, is one of the most exalted and important that could be sul:gmlt_ted to
the researches of the learned. I allude to the investigation of epidemic diseases
on a scale commensurate with the extent of our exertions in other departments,
and worthy of the age in which we live. The science of medicine has hitherto
confined itself only to individual diseases, so far as human intellect can discern
their nature. In this it has alreadly succeeded admirably, and its success becomes
every year more extensive and remarkable, but, if we carry our mquiries nto
the diseases of nations, and of the whole human race, medical science is mute,
and, as if it were not her province to take cognizance of them, shows us only
an immeasurable and unexplored domain; for to the weighty ﬂfuniuus of Hippo-
crales among the ancients, to the doctrines of Fracastoro which contain the
experience of the much-tried middle ages, and lastly, to the observations of
Sydenham, only trifling and isolated facts have been added. Beyond these,
even up to the present times, there exist only assumptions, which might long
since I‘t:ave been reduced to their original nothingness, had that serious spint
of inquiry prevailed which mmpmheufs space, and penetrates ages.  Aimnid the
accumulated materials which past ages afford, the powers and the life of one
individual, even with the aid of previous studv, are msufficient to complete a
comprehensive hismr{ of epidemics. The zealous activity of many must be
combined if we would possess a work which is so much wanted, in order that
we may not encounter new epidemies in culpable ignorance of analogous phe-
nomena. How often has it appeared on the outbreak of epidemies, as if the
experience of so many centuries had been acecumulated in wvain. Men have

azed on the phenomena with astonishment, and before they had acquired any
Lust notion of their nature, have pronounced their opinions, which, as they

ave been the offspring of party spirit, they have defended with all the ardour
of zealots, wholly unconscious of the majesty of all governing nature. In the
descriptive branches of natural history a person would infallibly expose himself to
the severest censure, who should attempt to deseribe some hitherto unknown
natural production, whether animal or vegetable, if he were ignorant of the
allied genera and species, and perhﬂ[]s neither a zoologist nor botanist. Yet
an analogous ignorance of epidemics in those who, nevertheless, have discussed
their nature, has but too frequently occurred, and for this reason we cannot
apply to ourselves in this department, the significant words of Bacon, that
we are the ancients and our fgrefﬂl,hers the moderns, for we are equally remote
with them from a scientific and comprehensive knowledge of it.” Such are
the opinions and observations of one who, had he been spared to witness the
combined efforts which we are this night commencing, would have esteemed
it as one of the happiest moments of his existence,

. The present period appears, indeed, peculiarly suited for instituting such
Inquiries as onr _E-_-nur:mty cmm_amplntcs. he peace of Europe, which ﬁ'-_' is to
be wished no national jealousies may disturb, is very favourable to the inter-
Chanﬂe_-:_}f scientific iuformation among medical men of different countries, and
the ticlht}r of communication which the powers of steam have created, enable
us to carry on, almnf-:t simultaneously, observations at places remotely distant
from each other. There probably never was a period in the world’s history
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i ints of view. They require that chservations should be simul-
IE::{. ﬂ;l?‘;r:;i:nﬁ oncin any and T.Eidell}?-qiﬂtmt places, in order that deceptions
may not arise from causes which, though mn ap%enraucu general, are really only
loeal and accidental. When the cholera first broke out at Bombay, bleeding
proved so successful a remedy, if E;uul,ised at the mmmencementruf tlzf attack,
that many persons not of the medical Jnrufesmqu, learned to perform the opera-
tion, that no time might be lost; an according to the testimony of a near
relative of mine, hundreds of lives were thus saved. The same treatment,
pursued in Bengal, proved entirely abortive,—the inevitable inference being,
not that the essential disease differed in the two places, but that the various suc-
cess of the treatment depended on some actidgntal, though unknown circumstance.

In the infancy of geology, first studied in this country, many ‘phenomena observed
in the arraneement of the earth’s crust, as it is found in this ISIH:I‘JEl, were
supposed to furnish fixed laws; and this gave rise, among our philosophers
to divers ingenious generalizations. But when these same philosophers had,
from the establishment of universal peace, the opportunity of taking a wider
range, and of studying the earth’s structure, not in this country alone, but
over the whole surface of the globe, they discovered, in many instances, that
what they had supposed to be Eeueral laws were, after all only Excepnun_ﬂ] Cases.
We require therefore, in the study of epidemic diseases, as of geology, a wide field,
in order that we may found theories on a sufficiently broad basis to avoid the
risk of coming to partial and erroneous conclusions. 1

When the phenomenon of the migration of birds first attracted attention,
how riduculous were the notions of 1t entertained by philosophers. We have
a paper in the Philosophical Transactions, written to refute a belief, confidently
stated by a Dutch writer, of less than a century ago, that swallows lie im-
mersed at the bottom of the ocean, and other waters, during the winter season.
This is no bad illustration of the effects of partial observation and of the
absurdities to which it may lead. The welfare and prosperity of the people
at large ought to be a main object with all good governments. It seems,
therefore, to be matter of sound policy that they should facilitate by all available
means the stud;,r of morbific phenomena which have so extensive an influence
over the destinies of mankind. Commerce, agriculture, manufactures, have on
many occasions been deeply injured, and the progress of civilization itself been
seriously impeded by the outbreak of destructive epidemics, and it is not to
estimate the evil that bas been caused by the imposition of strict quarantine laws
arising out of the fear of these visitations.

Again, a careful study of the sanitary arrangements which affect the health of
our military and naval forces, fall legitimately within the scope and object of this
Society, m].dﬂl]ﬁl?t naturally to lead the ruling powers to aid our endeavours to
promote the public good, and to take an interest in our proceedings. How much
benefit, for instance, may we not confer on the state by making the proper structure
and site of military barracks and hospitals, and improvement in the accomiodation
and ventilation of ships, subjects of investigation and study. Even the most recent
intelligence from our new settlement of Hong Kong, in’ China, leads to a belief
that much of the mortality among her Majesty's troops at that station is owing to
the defective and ill-adapted construction, arrangement, and situation of the build-
ings appropriated to the reception of the sick. ~As governments are thus so much
interested In questions connected with the subjects which we have taken up, let us
hope that they will be kindly disposed to afford us every facility in their prosecu-
tion. Thata thorough knowledge of epidemic diseases very nearly concerns the
welfare of all classes of the Fpul&tlun m a mere mdividual sense, 1s a fact which
hardly needs illustration. There is scarcely a family to be found that has not
lost some of its members by small-pox, measles, hooping-cough, or scarlet fever
diseases which are always more or less prevalent among us, and respecting all of
which there are yet many questions which remain to be solved. The leneth of
the radius of infection,—the question of mediate contagion, to third gr[ies,
through clothing and other channels,—the period of the attack at which the infec-
tion in each disease is most active,—the length of time that it may exist in an






EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
ADDRESS

DELIVERED BY

THE PRESIDENT, B. G. BABINGTON, M.D. F.R.S.
ON OPENING THE SECOND SESSION OF THE SOCIETY,
AT THE HOUSE OF
-THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY,

58, BERNERS STREET,

On Monday, November 3rd, 1851.

GexTLEMEN,—When I had the honour of addressing you from this chair,
at the first ordinary meeting of the Epidemiological Society, in December last, 1
spoke of the origin of the Society, and of its progress up to that period. For the
information of those who were not present at that meeting, and who may desire
to know more on the subject, I beg torefer them to the Luancet of December, 7th.

Part of the duty I have to perform on this the commencement of our second
session, and, happily, under the same time-honoured and, to us, hospitable roof,
is, gentlemen, to give you a brief account of what the Suculat:,r }1as dgne since
it held its first ordinary meeting here. A statement of this kind will not be
without its utility, in showing to yourselves and others, that the tide of our
undertaking is flowing on continuously and prosperously, as measured by the
intemating matter brought forward at our monthly meetings, and, moreover,
that we have an under-current, at least equally strong, in the more quiet but
1 0 less efficient working of our various committees,

On the 2nd of December, 1850, after 1 had concluded my address, a paper,
by Dr. Bryson, ¢ On the Infectious Origin and Propagation of Cholera,” was
n part read by that gentleman. ;

At the second ordinary meeting (January 6, 1851) the reading of Dr. Bryson’s
paper was concluded.

At the third ordinary meeting (February 3), a paper “On the Origin and
Progress of Cholera and Small” pox in Guernsey,” by Dr. Elliott Hoskins, wus
read by Dr. Gull..

At the fourth meeting (in March), Dr. M‘William read a paper “On the
Recent Yellow Fever Epidemy in Brazil.”

At the fifth meeting, (April 7,) Mr. R. H. Cooke was present to read a

per “On the Epidemic Mental Diseases of Children;” but the meeting

aving resolved that the discussion on yellow fever should be continued during
that evening, Mr. Cooke kindly consenfed to postpone the reading of his paper
until th® meeting in June,

At the sixth meeting of the Society, (May 5),) the discussion on ¢ yellow
fever” was resumed, and, having continued longer than was antici ated, Dr.
Snow, who began a paper “On the Mode of ropagation of Cholera,” was
obliged to defer its conclusion.

At the seventh meeting, (June 2,? Mr. R. H. Cooke read his paper On
Ihtes EIHI‘.{EI'IIIB Me'nlmrll Dlsé:%s_ﬁ of Ch];?reu,” founded on Hecker's two pamph-
els,—thie one entitled  ** Children’s Pilgrimages,” and the other ¢ Sympathy :*
after which Dr. Snow finished his pa er Oﬂa%hﬂiﬂl‘ﬂ. iy

At the eighth meeting, (July 7,) Mr. Hunt read a pa “On the Uses

and Limits of Statistical Science as a plied to the Study of Epidemic Diseases.”

At the ninth and last meeting of the Societ , (Aug. 4,) a “On th
Nature of Epidemics,” by Mr. Grove, was nﬂ;ad}r ‘n{ Dﬁ M‘}Wi] imp;f.r y

The reading of each” of these Lisierits i it .
reports and abstracts of all the PEPEE bt T éz(;:iet y @ discussion; and

i '8 meeti ave ap-
peared in the London and Provincial Medical Journals. i i il
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The Ypaper by Dr. Bryson, “On Cholera,” and that by Dr. M<William,
“On Yellow Fever,” have each, by the permission of the Council, been pub-
lished in the form of a pamphlet; and Dr. Bryson's paper having been col-
lated from official documents, it was necessary for him to obtain the sanetion
of the Lords of the Admiralty, which I understand was willingly granted,
prior to its publication.

Having thus presented you with a brief outline of the proceedings of the
Society at the ordinary meetings, I feel bound to mention, that, on each ocea-
sion, the members and visitors gave ample testimony of their sense of the value
of the papers read before the Society. Gentlemen, it is to me a source of
much regret—for our utility 1s considerably lessened by the circumstance—that
the present state of its finances will not permit the Society to publish these
valuable contributions. Let us hope, that the time is not far distant when, by
a more general interest manifested in our labours, and a corresponding increase
in our resources, we shall be enabled to do so.

I may however state, that in the meantime, although there is a law of the
Society, to the effect, that all Papers, after being read, shall become its pro-
perty, the Council will not refuse to permit their authors to publish them either
n the medical journals, or in a separate form.

While on this subjeet, I may add, that a resolution of Council has been passed,
that the discussion on any paper shall not be prolonged beyond the second
Isliﬂg].’_]t, as a contrary practice was found to interli?ere with the business of the

ciety.

As ]tlr]]ere may be present some of our members who have not seen the medi-
cal journals in which, from time to time, the working of the Society has been
noticed, 1 may state, that the various committees formed for special purposes
have been for some time steadily engaged in the performance of the duties they
have respectively undertaken ; and, with your permission, I will therefore say a
few words respecting their progress.

T'he Commtttee on Small-pox and Vaceination have issued nearly one thousand
printed forms of queries to hospitals and dispensaries, to union medical officers,
and to other members of the Profession in London and in the couniry. Be-
sides these, about thirty copies have been transmitted through the Hon. the
Board of Directors of the Last India Company, to medical men officially em-
ployed in the three presidencies of India. There have been already received
by the Secretary of the Committee 254 replies to the queries,—a number con-
sidered sufficient to enable the Committee te proceed with their analysis without
wailing for others that may come in. The Committee are however of opinion,
that at least 800 more forms might be very advantageously distributed, so soon
as there are funds to cover the necessary expense. i

The Common Lﬂdgiréga?wuses Committee, for the purpose of investigating the
condition of common lodging-houses, as influencing the propagation and spread
of epidemic diseases, have distributed 250 forms of queries, to which a sufficient
number of replies has been received to enable them to draw out a Report,
which has already been submitted to the Couneil.* 3

The Hospiials Committee, or Committee to inquire into the epidemic diseases

* When this Committee was appointed in the month of January, 1351,_ the main
abject proposed was the collection of Medical and other evidence, illustrative of the
great evils inflicted on the Public Health by Common Lodging Houses, with the view
of securing some legislative measure for their due regulation. In the course of the last
Session the Earl of Shaftesbury carried successfully, through both Houses of Parliament,
two of the most important measures which have hitherto been enacted, for promoting
sanitary amelioration. .

One of these acts was for the well ordaining of Common Lodging Houses: and the
other, for empowering Boards of Guardians to erect improved Lodging Houses for the
Poor. In consequence of these enactments, the interposition of the Izptdamologi:ﬂ
Society was fortunately to a great degree rendered unnecessary: but this important sub-
jeet and the working of the Act of Parlinment still requires and will receive the attention
of the Committee.
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originating and prevailing in public hospitals, have held several meetings at the
house of the Chairman, Dr. Addison, and have drawn up a tabular form of queries,
which they purpose sending to all the British hospitals. For this purpose, they
have applied to the Council for a grant of money. e . .

The]iust Committee that was formed is that styled the FEpizootic Camm_iftae, its
object being, the investigation of those diseases which are found to prevail exten-
sively among the lower, and more especially the domesticated animals. The
working of this Committee has been undertaken by Professor Simonds, of the
Royal %etarinmy College, who will be aided in_his labours by gentlemen of the
veterinary profession in London and in the provinces. Already several veterinary
sureeons m the provinces have been announced as Corresponding Members of the
EPiﬁEmiﬂlﬂ'?iEﬂl Society. ln compliance with a desire expressed by Professor
Simonds, that some members of the medical profession should unite with the
veterinary members in carrying out the t:rhjectﬂ of the Epizootic Committee,
several members of Council have already given in their names to be placed upon
that Committee.

As connected with these Committees, more especially with the Common
Lodging-houses Committee, I must not forget a debt of gratitude we owe to some
of the laity, members as well as non-members of the Society., The gentlemen of
the City Mission readily tendered their valuable assistance to the Common
Lodging-houses Committee, and greatly facilitated their inquiries regarding the
influence which the receptacles of the lowest and most depraved portions of society
exerted in originating and spreading epidemic disease.

Valuable information, I am thankful to acknowledge, has also been rendered
to the Common Lodging-houses Committee by Mr. Charles Cochrane, a lay
member of the Society, éstinguished as we all know, for his philanthropic exer-
tions in the cause of sanitary improvement.

To the medical journals the gratitude of the Society is eminently due, for the
facility they have afforded to the Honorary Secretaries and Secretaries of Com-
mittees, in giving notices of meetings, publishing reports, and impressing the Pro-
fession with the necessity of smlﬁ]ing in answers to the queries issued by the
respective Committees,

he editor of the Feterinarian, in his journal of September last, has dedicated a
leading article to the E idemioln?cal Society.
_ Some important articles have also appeareg in the Assurance Magazine, urging
in strong terms the cause of the Society, and the benefits that must acerue to as-
surance societies by a due appreciation of those sanitary principles and laws which
m&{ be directed towards the mitigation, not only of sweeping epidemics such as
cholera and influenza, but also of other diseases, which are silently, constantly,
and even more fatally operating to the destruction of human life.

The publicity given to the objeets of the Epidemiological Society in the ssu-
rance Magazine, has procured for us a favourable notice in a Gﬂrmn.n journal,
the Rundschau der Fersicherungen, edited by Herr E. A Musius, of Leipsic.

To the General Board of Health, and to the Poor-law Board, the best thanks of
the Society are due, for the permission given by these bodies to the members of
the Small-pox Committee, to have access to documents in their possession re-
ﬁ:rdmg the subject of small-pox; and to the Registrar-General we are greatly
beholden for the facilities he has afforded us by the distribution of our papers
among his subordinate officers.
MF:;[F tlhe mformation of those members of the laity who seldom if ever see tha

edical Journals, I have much pleasure in stating that, at the Nineteenth Anni-
versary Meeting of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association, held at
Brighton in August last, Sir Charles Hastin%s, the %under of the Association
spoke highly of the objects and claims of the idemiological Society, and ealled
upon the members of the association to give it their warm support.

The field of mqmrf( open to this Society is not limited to Great Britain alone ;
for it comprehends all parts of Europe, and extends even to India (the cradle, so
to speak, ﬂf]EP[tlﬂmlq diseases), and to every portion of the habitable globe,

Impressed with this view, and feclmg the necessity of estahlishing communica-
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GENTLEMEN,— Y ou necessarily hear my voice so often in connexion with the
ordinary business of our Society, that I am reluctant to occupy much of your time
on our first meeting for the season, more especially as this is the third year I have
had the honour of addressing you from this chair ; so that it may well be supposed
that I have exhausted the topics usually dwelt on, on such occasions ; nevertheless
I should feel that I had neglected a duty incumbent upon your President, and had
lost an opportunity of endeavouring to be of some service to the Society, if I did not
open our session with a few observations.

Ifwe direct our attention to the mode in which human knowledge has progressively
advanced in past times, we shall find that, apart from mere accidental circumstances,
unconnected with man’s exertions altogether, it has been effected in two different ways,
which, though more or less blended together in all cases, do yet admit of distinction ;
and that one or other of these has predominated, according to the nature of the
knowledge which has been advanced. In the war of invasion which has been con-
stantly carried on by the known against the unknown,—hy knowledge against igno-
rance,—champions may here and there haveridden forth from the ranks, and in single
combat, attacked and vanquished some gigantic foe; but it is the combined and
steady advance of those serried ranks themselves, to which we owe the grand inroads
which have been made into the enemy’s territory. Todrop metaphor;—the one method
of advancing knowledge is by individual, isolated mental effort; the other, by the
combined and simultaneous labours of many. In the case of the abstract sciences,
as for instance, the various branches of the mathematics, metaphysics, logic, ethics,
et caetera, our advances have been made chiefly by the former method. The philo-
sopher has contemplated his subject in his closet by the light of his own reasoning
powers; and though, no doubt, he has derived ideas from those who have gone in
the same track, yet these are but the instruments which he employs in his laborious
endeavours to arrive at new truths; and as the solitary traveller in the wilds of Africa,
aided by his compass and his telescope, penetrates the previously undiscovered
regions of the material world,—so does he penetrate new regions in the world of
science, Not so with the less perfect and more mixed varieties of human knowledge,
To build a ship or a palace employs many heads and hands working in combination
together. To study and advance geology needs the accumulated observations of
numerous philosophers, wandering, hammer in hand, over many countries. The
united skill and talent of many workmen are concentrated on the arts of metallurgy
on the manufacture of pottery and glass, and of linen, cotton, and woollen fabrics ;
50 busily indeed is the ingenuity of many at work in these departments, that, as it 4
said, scarcely any new invention is worth three years’ purchase, it being sure to be
supplanted, in less than that time, by some other invention, still newer and better
which the employment of the former haply has suggested. :

In the science of medicine the two methods which T have mentioned are pTE“]"
equally blended; for so varied are the facts on which it is founded, so infinitely
modified by a thousand different circumstances, that it requires the combined efforts
of many to amass a sufficient stock of information to enable us to discriminate that
which is essential from that which is accidental, and thus to arrive at trustworthy
results. So far indeed as medicine partakes of the nature of exact science, that is to
say, in its chemical, its anatomical, its microscopical, its pathological elements, it
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may be studied and advanced by individual efforts, and new truths may be worked
out in the retirement of the study or the laboratory. But where it is only conjec-
tural, and not reducible to exact rule and precise results ; where, from the imperfec-
tion or complication of our data, we must have recourse to the probable instead of
the certain, where we must balance chances, estimate averages, aﬂI strive to reconcile
conflicting evidence ;—there must we act in combination for the attainment of our
object, since the experience of no individual is adequate to furnish a sufficiently
broad busis on whicE to establish a general law.

Applying these considerations to the investigation of epidemic diseases in particu-
lar, we shall find that, while that invesigation, no doubt, requires, to a certain extent,
isolated research, it partakes much more, in the present state of our knowledge, of
that character of mysterious uncertainty, of modification from various causes, operat-
ing difterently in different places, and in different seasons, which demands for it the
united exertions of many observers. Yes! gentlemen, it is only by the strength of
numbers, banded together in a Society which ought to be as extensive as the range
of epidemic diseases themselves, that we can hope to acquire a full insight into the
nature, the causes, and the treatment of these wholesale destroyers of animal life.
To state more in detail what branches of our subject require elucidation by individual
research, and what by a collection of facts amassed from many quarters, I would
remark, that whatever respects the phenomana of the individnal case, such asa minute
examination, chemical and mieroscopical, of the various secretions; a pathological
investigation of the solids, as altered by disease and death ; an observation of the tem-
perature, and other physical conditions of the body, of the state of the various systems
and functions,—falls under the former category, and 1s of a nature which cannot be
gathered from cursory observation, or inferred from statistical data. It must be re-
ported fresh from the original investigator, and has, in reality, no value unless coming
direct from the fountain of all such knowledge,—Nature herself. The medical philo-
sopher, for instance, who first discovered that there is albumen in the urine of those
who have dropsy after scarlet fever, or in the alvine evacuations of those who are the
subjects of cholera, added a great fact to our knowledge of those diseases; and this
he did by his own researches, and not by any consideration of numbers, or averages,
or other statistical data. It is not so with that other branch of our inquiries that
respects the external circumstances by which epidemics are surrounded, and with
which it is equally necessary to be acquainted, if we would comprehend the whole
subject,—much more, if we would aspire to advance our knowledge of it. Here
laymen may lend their aid as well as medical men; and the combined efforts of
many may elicit information, which no individual exertion, no mental toil could
attain. Thus the date and circumstances of the outbreak of an epidemic; its mor-
tality ; its effects, moral and social; the meteorological and telluric phenomena
preceding, accompanying, and following it; its correlation to other events,and much
that regards its statistics, may be observed, if opportunity offer, by all persons of
intelligence, and must be gathered, if we would draw any conclusion, either positive
or negative from them, by many persons working simultaneously for a common end.
Here then we perceive one excellent reason for originating that which has never,
sirange as it may seem, been attempted heretofore,—the formation of a distinct
association for the investigation of epidemics, and for enrolling among its members
persons engaged in various occupations and pursuits, who, viewing the subject from
different points, may increase the chance of throwing new light upon it. I would
even hope, as our cause becomes more known and better understood, to awaken the
sympathies of man’s chief helpmate in all that is benevolent,—in all that tends to
ameliorate his physical and moral condition, and to soften his destiny in this world
of trial. For by whom should we entertain a better expectation of advocacy, than by
those who ever prove our kindest ministers in the hour of sickness, and who them-
selves are liable, not only to epidemics common to the whole human race, but to
some emphatically their own, de];eudant on that peculiar sorrow which our common
mother brought as a curse upon her whole sex ? e e

But there is another reason for our seeking assistance far and wide. Our inquiries,
in order to be carried out on such a scale as shall ensure extended and useful public
results, must necessarily be expensive. The pecuniary exigencies inseparable from

]
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such an undertaking as ours, it may be somewhat undignified on this occasion to
contemplate ; but no cause, however scientific, or however demonstrably contribut-
ing to the general welfare of the community, can prosper without involving the
necessity for some pecuninr}rlnu”a}r, even tl‘_mugh every one mteres_ted in it may be
perfectly willing to bestow liis personal services without remuneration. el
An enthusiastic admirer of nature is contemplating a delightful tour,and his mind
is filled with a prospect of the charming scenery, the works of nature and of art,
and the varieties of manners and of men he will have the opportunity of encounter-
ing and observing,—the stores of useful and interesting information he will acquire.
His thoughts are revelling in this enchanting future ; but is there not a certain vulgar
consideration to be kept in view ere he can realize all these pleasurable anticipations 1
Must he not look to the state of his finances? Can he move one step without
ascertaining whether he possess a balance at his bankers’ sufficient to carry him
through his projected journey? And if he should find that his resources are but
limited, has he any other alternative, notwithstanding his brilliant hopes and
bright imaginings, but in limiting the extent of his journey also? Now we are
somewhat in the same condition as this traveller. We have a most pleasing,
because a most useful, journey before us. We are enthusiastic in our desire to
perform it,but we are limited in our progress by the state of our resources. Gentle-
men, I am far from wishing to assume the tone of complaint. We are, I am well
aware, but a young Society. We meet, I acknowledge, with as much support as
we can fairly expect; and it may justly be urged, that we are bound to prove our
pretensions by shewing what progress we are making,—what useful purpose we are
answering,—before we can claim to be liberally supplied with means of carrying on
further operations. It is not to be denied, however, on the other hand, that the
restricted amount of our funds does materially limit that progress and that utility.
In order to impress on you what, indeed, must be so evident as to need no proof, it
13 only necessary to mention, among many others, two items of expenditure, inti-
mately connected with our prosperity. One of these is the printing and extensive
circulation of the Queries of our various Committees; the other, the publication by
the Society, of the valuable papers read at our meetings. The former, which may
figuratively be called sowing the seeds of information, is at present but imperfectly
performed ; while the latter, which may be called gathering its choicest fruits, and
offering them to the public, has not yet been even attempted. Let me add a third
ttem of most useful expenditure in the collection of a library for consultation of
works on epidemic diseases, or collaterally bearing on the subject. It may not be
generally khown to my audience, that the bibliography of this branch of medicine is
most extensive. A volume presented to us by Dr. Ferguson, entitled * Bibliotheca
Epidemiographica,” published in 1842, enumerates no fewer than 1,822 works on
this subject; while the publications which have reference to the last visitation of
Chniqm_m 1848-49, are so numerous, that they would well nigh double the number.
Now it is one of the faults of writers of our day, generally acknowledged, but espe-
cially charged upon them by Hecker in his address to which I alluded the year
before last, that they are not readers as well as writers, and that they do not study
medical history, including, of course, the history of epidemics. The consequence is
that, without being aware of it, they often go over beaten ground, and give us what
they think new facts, while in truth they are only serving up, with some alteration
of diction, facts which have long since been before the world, Nine-tenths of the
works alluded to in the thlmthecfl ‘aboye-mentioned, have probably not been
;':“dhﬂr ‘]11931‘!3 ﬂf by ﬂﬂ}'_ﬂr us; and it is not, !:hErEfDTE, extravagant to suppose, that
uch valuable information may be contained in them, with whicli we are at present
::;ﬁ?at?te]?. kIn this pm:l":t ql‘;lew, abspemia:l library, that is to say, containing
vely books connected with our subject m i 1 ’
to a Society like ours. s e i kL
o EGJI'E":;F'“”* it may seem superfluous in this, our third session, that I should deem
pedient to say a single word respecting the wide range as well as vast importance
of the task which we have set ourselves to perform. I have, however, reason to
;:'::;:Jﬁ“d“““}' Pﬂfﬁﬂllﬂs—ﬂlleﬂy of course among those not of our profession,—
y our name, take 00 narrow a view of the scope and objects of an
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Epidemiological Society. These objects are not fully attained in an investigation,
however searching, into the particular diseases of an epidemic character, which have
in times past visited, and do still, from time to time, visit our own and other nations,
They include also all those circumstances in any way bearing upon epidemic diseases,
by which human health is predisposed to receive them. The drainage of towns and
houses, their supply of water, the manner of living of the inhabitants, their clothing,
lodging, and food, the influence of the soil beneath their feet, of the atmosphere
around them, of the heavenly bodies above their heads,—all fall within the scope of
our inquiries. “ It will be a further part of the Society's province,” says a paragraph
in the paper on this express subject, which we at the commencement of our labours
put forth, ‘“to ascertain the operation of existing legal enactments which bear upon
epidemic diseases,—such as those which relate to gquarantine, to vaccination, to the
sale of unwholesome or adulterated food, and to the removal of nuisances—to inquire
into the defects of these enactments and point out such alterations as may be neces-
sary for the protection of the public health.” We would not willingly clash with
the objects of other Societies. There is room enough for all. Distinct associations
may be formed for meteorology, for statistics, and for state medicine, if by that name
is meant something which our inquiries do not embrace ; but we do believe our own
Society, from its practical tendem?', its direct influence on the physical welfare of
mau, to have, at least, an equal, if not a superior, claim to patronage and support;
and I would earnestly appeal to the public, not for the sake of science alone, l?ut for
the sake of ameliorating the condition of that public itself, to aid us in our under-
taking,

It may not be out of place in alluding to other Societies, here to mention, that the
most munificent contributor to our own, among many who have proved staunch
friends to our cause, is our honored and estimable elder sister, the Royal Medico-
Chirurgical Society. She offers us the right hand of fellowship, and 1n giving us
the shelter of her roof, affords us, at the same time, what is still more valuable, the
prestige of her good will, * Laudari laudato” we all know is usually admitted as
p;asumptive evidence of worth, but, * adjuvari laudato” is a far stronger testimony
of approval.

e?nlemﬂfn, ere I close these preliminary remarks, I would wish to draw your
attention to the important fact, that Cholera has been raging in Europe several
months, and will, judging from past experience, very probably visit this country in
the course of the ensuing year. Now if there be a disease which more especially
vindicates the need of our forming an association for its study, it is surely this,
Nay, it was this disease which suggested the notion. It behoves usall, therefore,
individually and collectively to be on the alert, and to endeavour, if practicable, to
inculcate, with some approach to general concordance, what measures of precaution,
and what line of treatment ought to be adopted. The Council of your Society have
not overlooked the necessity fora movement in this emergency. They have appointed
a Cholera Committee, and I earnestly request you all to aid them, by any facts or
suggestions which you may possess on the subject. I am, I confess, not one of
those who entertain any very sanguine expectation that some single specific remedy
will be found out for this disease, that shall constantly prove efficacious. We have
not found such a remedy for typhus fever, which has been known to us time out of
mind ; and every now and then we meet with cases which baffle our best skill,—1I
know not why we should be more likely to do so in the case of Cholera, with which
we have been only recently acquainted. Neither am I disposed to yield to the
prevalent notion, that nothing has been done, and that we are as ignorant now of
Cholera, as when the malady first appeared among us. I do not in the least doubt,
that many lives have been saved, not only by prompt attention, founded on expe-
rience, to the early stage, commonly called premonitory, but even by a judicious
treatment of the stage of collapse. Those who have seen and treated many cases of
this disease, must, I am sure, be convinced of this; and if the most strenuous
endeavours have not oftener been crowned with success, we must attribute it, at
least in part, to the intense power of the poison, and not wholly, as is too usual, to
our ignorance of the indication to be fulfilled in its removal. In scarlet fever, which
by the bye, is at this time, according lo the Registrar-General's repurt, very preva-
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lent, suguesting the propriety of our forming a Gmnmilteg for its iiwest‘igallﬂn, much
the same difficulty in the treatment occasionally presents itself. The virulence of its
poison is so intense that, do what you will, the patient has evidently, from a very
eaily period of the attack, humanly speaking, no chance of recovery. Nevertheless,
we do not on that account rome to the conelusion, that we know nothing of the
treatment of scarlet fever. I intend not, by what I have said, to discourage further
attempts to find more efficacious remedies, but only to oppose the hasty opinion of
those, who consider our knowledge of cholera and its treatment so very far behind
that which we possess of other epidemic diseases.

But I am wandering from my purpose, which was merely to make a few general
observations ; and as I have already taken up too much of your time in doing so, I
shall conclude by enumerating the papers which have been brought before the Society
from the commencement of last session to the present time, and by reading you a
short account, drawn up by our Honorary Secretaries, of the proceedings of our
various Commiltees since the Council made their Report in May last.

PAPERS

READ DURING THE PAST SESSION OF
THE SOCIETY.

Papers, on the following interesting subjects, have been read at the Ordinary
Meetings of the Society, during the past Session :—

Nov. 3rd, 1851.—* On an Epidemic Outbreak of Small Pox in the Mauritius,”
by Mr. Garoer, of Bayswater. Read by Dr. M‘William.

Dee, 1st.—* On the Circumstances connected with the Rjse and Development of

Asiatic Cholera in the Island of Jamaica,” by Dr. Gaviny Mrrroy. Read by the
Author.

Jan. 5th, 1852.—% On a Rational Treatment of Cholera,” by Mr. J. W. Cox.
Read by the Author,

Feb. 2nd —On Epidemic Dysentery in China, during the years /d4e - 1.2 » by
Dr. Brysox. Head by the Author.

_ Mar. 1st.—* On Epidemics of the Second and Third Centuries,” by Dr. Rosenr
Gorpon Latuam. RRead by the Author.

April 5th.—* On the Pathology, Causes, and Treatment of Cholera.” by D
Graxt, of Richmond. Read by the Author. ROT Fssond R ria

Mauay 3rd.—“ On Fever: more es ecially, that form of it known as * Yellow
Fever,”” by Epwarp Bscomse, M.D. Read by the Author.

June 7th.—Two Papers were read : 1st,—“On the History of the Introduction
of Vaccination into India,” by Dr. Fixen., Read by the Author. 2nd,— Qp

Vaccination in the Bombay Presidency,” by Mr. Stewant. Read by Dr, Seaton.

July 5th.—* On the prevailing Furuncailoid Epidemic,” by Tioaas Hoxt. I
Read by the Author. P y Dy Lt A UNT, Esq.

August 8th.—* On the Influence of Iill Climate in India on European Regi-

ments,” by Dr. Consyy. Communicated b fintt e ClalLs B el s .
MWilliam. Y + DYKES ; read by Dr,
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those of other English Consuls abroad, on the subject of Cholera, from all of which
valuable information has been obtained.

CONTINUED FEVER COMMITTEE.—This Committee, which was re-
cently instituted for the purpose of inquiring into the continued fevers of this
country, have already prepared a series of Queries, which are now 1n the hands of
the printer, and will soon be issued to the Medical Officers of Hospitals and Dis-
pensaries, as well as to Union Medical Officers, and other members of the Profession
in the Metropolis and throughout the country. .

A Committee for the purpose of investigating the Diseases affecting the Vegetable
Kingdom, is now in course of formation ; its more especial object being to ascertain
the coexistence, and possibly the connexion of such diseases with those which affect
mankind and the lower animals, in an epidemic form. :

There are other subjects which are considered by the Council as highly desirable
to be investigated by Committees ; but which they think had better be postponed
until further progress has been made by the Committees already existing, and the
Society has had time to relieve itself from the expenses attendant upon the operations
of these Committees.

HOSPITALS COMMITTEE.—The Hospitals Committee have prepared a
Table of Queries relative to Erysipelas, and the allied Epidemic Diseases of Hospi-
tals, which will be 1ssued to all the British Hospitals, and to the Army and Navy
Medical Departments, in order that a tabular account may be kept of all such cases
occurring in each Hospital from the 1st of Jan. to the 31st of Dec. 1853, with a view
to the tables being returned and analyzed at the end of that time.

Such, Gentlemen, has been the extent of the progress which we have made during
the past session; and let me hope, in conclusion, that that which we commence this
evening may, in its course, afford us the opportunity of shewing, that our zeal is
untiring,—our labours unceasing,—and that thus we shall at least deserve success,
which, we are all well aware, is the surest way to attain it.

.

B W. Ganpixen, Printer, 20, Princes Street, Cavendish Square,






