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WORKHOUSE HOSPITALS.

Tue case of Timothy Daly, which occupied so much
attention a few weeks ago, and the more recent
verdict upon the death of Richard Gibson,* in the
hospital of St. Giles’s Workhouse, are probably
sufficient evidence that the administration of work-

* Verdict of the Coroner's Inquest. Vide T%mnes, March 31,
1865 :— * That Richard Gibson was found dying, and did die,
from the mental effects of effusion of serum on the brain, and the
jurors say further that the said death was greatly accelerated by
the neglect the said Richard Gibson received at the hands of the
whole of the officials connected with the St. Giles’'s Workhouse.”
The Jury resolved ¢ to call the attention of the Poor Law Board
to Ward 47 of St. Giles's Workhouse, in which the said Richard
Gibson was confined during his illness. They think the said
ward is deficient in lighting, ventilation, and proper accommoda-
tion for the patients, as well as its very bad position, and ought
to be closed. They also think that the dietary of the sick poor
in the said workhouse is deficient, and that patients ought not
to go from four o'clock .. to eight o'clock A.m. without food.
They also think that more paid nurses should be employed
to attend the sick ; and they are of opinion that the neglect
of nurses to change the linen in the case of Gibson is severely

reprehensible.”  And in this resolution the Coroner cordially
concurred, -
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The public hospitals are an incalculable boon to
the poor, and it is to them that most will in preference
resort, but they are not always accessible ; and without
the slightest desire to see their duties transferred to
the Workhouse Hospital, it is surely not too much to
expect that the latter should be regarded as the right
of the really poor—that it should be readily accessible
to proper cases, and provided with all the appliances
of modern art. What, “then, are the arrangements
actually provided? What is the condition of the
Workhouse Hospital ? Their history will show that
they participate in that negative philanthropy which
too much characterizes the administration of the Poor
Law. The system which expeets a widow with four
or five children to clothe, feed, and educate them as
respectable members of society, on the miserable
weekly pittance of a few shillings and a loaf or two of
bread, is just that which practically ignores the idea
of cure 1n its hospital, and contents itself with the
bare fulfilment of duties which the commonest
humanity cannot escape.

Now Workhouse Hospitals were, for the most
part, erected soon after the introduction of the new
Poor Law. No medical supervision over their
construction or management was at any time
exercised, and the Poor Law Commissioners were
powerless to enforce any definite plans., In many
workhouses an ordinary room was appropriated- for
the use of the sick, and in others the hospital con-
sisted of a small isolated building, with a few low
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and improved bedsteads but it is nearly always a
battle between the Surgeon ‘and: the Board asto the
degree of comfort which is to pervade the sick ward.
Then, as to-nursing: formerly a paid ‘nurse was un-
known ; in many *Unions they are now tobe found,
but you will:seek in'vain for (the improvement in
nurses: and nursing 'so happily introduced by Miss
Nightingale anto other hospitals:/</As in the Strand,
St. Giles’s, and Holborn Unionsy the ‘murses are still
paupers, who are induced to undertake the office by
the bribe of an extra dietoand a pint of beer. /1t 1s
right to observe, that the Poor Law Commissioners
only tolerate this arrangement ‘because ‘they have no
authority to enforce ran ralteration: «We-see how im-
possible 1t/is to 'seléct proper nurses: from the pauper
class, 'when we remember that the able-bodied in-
mates of the workhouse consist of those only who are
tooridle and too dissolute to ‘maintain: themselves: by
honest: labour elsewhere; and these ‘being manifestly
unfit, there) remain only these who' are /more 'ori less
invalid 5 ando it isiopractieally from  the 'old and
nfirm, and fromrthe convaleseents; that the selection
must | /be /made: -+ Such/' ! persons; even  were ' they
morally qualified, 'are physically ' incapable!iof the
liftingoamd fatigne incident:upeon the performance of
their dities: we may be certainithat ‘no ' more atten-
tion: wwilll be! given than /s mecessary to ' prevent
complaints»and escape ' the charge' of neglect; land
that the efforts of those most willing will fall far
short of what is really requisite.






9

checked ' by remonstrance s/ to - the  expense in-
curred. SR
But in ‘order to form some conception of  the
duties and responsibilities of the- Workhouse Surgeon,
let us accompany him' through his daily:round,/which
oughtito be commenced before' two o’clock inthe day,
that he may inspect the applicants for admission, who
have to'be washed, clothed; and accommodated before
night. It 4s-his- first: duty to see that no.contagious
or'infectious disease enters the house:  Iteh and ring-
worm  are ‘his especial ‘horror, for, to say nothing of
the ‘expense of ‘curing) them, ‘once admitted, they are
not easily expelled.: Typhus fever and small-pox have
alsoto be guarded against; and évery person mnot
vaccinated  must ‘have -that! operation at. onee  per-
formed. zardinsrdy oildo moqur ol
- The nextivisit is to thessurgery’; and notice of his
arrival having been given-throughout the-house, he
examines levery mmate who expresses ‘a- wish to con-
sult hame. 2o finte 15 attazoll 9z
Amongst these there will be a large proportion of
malingerers, whose only wish is to obtain the com-
forts and idleness'of hospital life; others; hopeless of
this; 'solicit change of  diet, :abstinence from work,
extra beer, and some other indulgences which the
Medical Officer canvalone grant. |Great;diserimination
1s required to separate the really sick; especially when
the applicant-has been frequently present in the former
category. - Then come the childven from the day and
infant schools; a per-centage of whom require more or
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—a-scandal that would/ be: intolerable  under: any
other system than that of the Poor Law.

Once a-week it is/mecessary to make a general
inspection of the house; which ought to-be done in
conjunction with the Visiting Committee of the Board
of | Guardians, v ordervthat-theyomay 'support any
representationsoor improvements s which -it 'may i be
necessary tomake. «The sattentionomust: be parti-
cularly drawn to the sanitary condition of the day-
rooms; the dormitories; the  wards of harmless insane,
the general drainage; the school-rooms, as well as the
character of the food and the dietary of the house.
Lastly,-the - Medical | Officeri:is: required /ito report
weekly, m a book provided for the purpose, the name,
age, disease, diet, &cof every case under his care,
andl ina eolumn of days, the speeial days upon which
edch-case has received a visit, || i | .

The- Comiunissioners shaye lately censured the
Medical Officer of the (Holborn:Union  because: he
was unable to swear to the. accuracy of these entries.
Butinquiry wouldy:show:that! this could: searcely be
done by any: Workhouse Surgeonin: the kingdom.
Lhesystein isi impracticable, and: the (Commissioners:
should  take & Jesson from the: organization: of the
cwvil or military hospitals if they wish to have a satis-
factory record of the duties performed ;

- It willineadonly a -short argumenti to show thnt
the; remunerations of\) the  Surgeon is miserably; low:.
In the Holborn-Union, the Surgeon had:120: patients
under his constant, care, and bis salary was £100per
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Board have at present no specific anthority to mnsist
upon the erection of suitable buildings, the appoint-
ment. of paid, nurses, or, indeed, of any Improvement
which might hereafter be thought necessary.

Such, however, is the force of public. opinion,
that remonstrances, judiciously made, would probably
induce, Guardians to. do all that is required; and
if not, the common law of the land is, or ought
to, be, sufficient to protect the. sick poor from cellar
hospitals, pauper murses, and insufficiency, of food
and linen. . |

The Esf.ahhshment Charges of Unmns are alread}r
so heavy as to make it difficult to propose any addi-
tional ,number of paid officers, but 1t may be hoped
that the proposed legislation on the law of settle-
ment, will| lessen . this objection ; and the Govern-
ment, | .ml_gl_l_t_ propose to pay -half the salaries of
the nurses,.as they.already do in the case of the
surgeons and schoolmasters,

The, introduction of any HDEpltﬂl system would
require, considerable. modification to suit the size
and  population, of . the various Unions,. To, speak
generally, for large towns— where the Workhouse
Hospital may contain from 80 to 100 beds —the
arrangements should, be somewhat similar to those
of the neighbouring charity, The staff should con-
sist of a Surgeon and Physician, whose visits should
be made at regular and fixed hours, and be open. to
the inspection of the whole profession. Records of
important cases ought, to be preserved, and quarterly
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mission of visits of friends, whose assistance should
not be altogether despised—for the true object is to
render he]p, cunslstently with the maintenance  of
mdependeut feeling, the dbﬂt-lLlﬂt-lDl‘l of which is to
pauperize the whole famll;-r e

In the short space of a pamphlet 1t s Impnsslble
to enter upon further details as to the nrganmatmu of
Wﬂlkh:}use Hc:-spltﬂ.ls u1deed the necessary, knowledge
18 ﬂﬂﬂﬁbﬁlblﬂ _only. to Parhament and the Poor Law
Bﬂﬂl‘d but the object of thls paper_will be attmucd
if it, shall lead to mqulry, to_discussion, and to_an
honest wish that the evil complained of may be effec-
tually removed.

The macrmﬁcﬁnt medical charities of our land,
established and supported by individual beneyolence,
are usurping the duties of society at large. Their
object 1s frustrated, and their utility impaired, by the
increasing number of paupers who crowd their doors.
These come, not less for the food they sometimes
obtain, than for the medicines they require, but they
come chiefly because they have no confidence in the
medical relief provided by the Poor Law, and, least

of all, in the treatment received in the Workhouse
Hospital.

————— e
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