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LIFE IN INDIA AND SCENES IN THE MUTINY. 9

On the night of the seventeenth day their bugles sounded the advance,
and they came, under a very heavy fire, up to the walls, but we did not
notice scaling ladders with them, and, after making a great noise, they
abruptly retired, though they kept us on the watch fm_' the rest pt' I;h:e night.
At the first glimpse of day we heard a great tumult in their direction, and
as dawn bruﬁe we saw them, to our astonishment, in full march across the

untry !
co There they went, sure enough ! Perhaps a thousand horsemen, with a
foot-soldier running beside either stirrup ; then a long column of infantry,
stretchiag away for a mile and a-half, armed with matchlocks, tulwars,*
and cireular shields ; elephants, camels and ﬁmlanquim passed before our
wonderstruck gaze—a motley rabble closed the procession, and they were

ne !

Two hours afterwards an officer of the Hyderabad Contingent rode in,
with an escort, and informed us that the Mhow column under Brigadier
Stewart had just taken Mundisore—a place about thirty miles off, and that
our enemy having received intelligence of his approach, had started to join
the rebels at Awah. Gy

Few places could look more desolate and wretched than did Neemuch
after the Siege. Charred rafters, broken columns, unroofed outhouses, Aspoet bf See-
marked the site of our former dwelling places, while occasionally we came siege.
across some of our property, despoiled, or half burnt, in all sorts of odd
corners. We fnung that our besiegers had made themselves very com-
fortable.  All along their trench outside ** Showers Folly,” at regular
intervals were placed eharpoys,t and beside each were cooking places and
hubby bubbles,} so that the men could, when they were tired of aiming
at us, lie down and smoke their pipe or cook their food without ever quit-
ting their posts. Broken spirit bottles, and large ehatties§ of arrack,
shewed that their religious prejudices were not proof against spiritual
consolation. kil

Beside the road and over the fields, corn and flour, pillaged from the
bazaar granaries, were strewn in prodigal heaps. Tn the wretched out-
houses by the way-side, in the pitiful tenements of the native quarter of
the town, costly furniture, or magnificent drapery had been c?i‘a ed to
form the covering of some loathsome pariah,|| or heen bespattered with
slime, in the hideous gratification of fanatical and deadly hate. Here and
there we passed the mangled form of some one of our own followers, or
servants, who had fallen into the enemy’s remorseless clutches ; and han
ing aiamst a tree within sight of the Fort, suspended by the heels, and
close by the embers of a half extinguished five, was the body, of one of our
spies, who had whilst alive been basted with hot oil, and then set on fire,
and thus perished by as horiible a torture as human malice could devise !

But a few wounded wretches had the enemy left behind, and most of
{.hesu had attempted suicide, One or two were armed with loaded mateh-
ocks, and these wounded some of the soldiers who in cautionslyapproached.
Une of our servants passed too near one of these misereants as he lay,
nppurentlgur]eaﬂx,. on the ground, and just as the poor fellow was stepping
over the body, the mutineer caught him by the heel, and expired with his
teeth so firmly fixed in the servant’s foot that we had to hack the head
and sever the jaw, before the teeth could be unclasped from their tenaci-
ous hold ; the boy died the next day from lock-jay.

I must now give you a story or two connected with the Siege.

* A tulwar is a sort of scimitar or curved sword.

t Ch s, pi ' ‘
: Pﬁ:{ﬂf:;uﬁ::rnd& t Hubby bubbles, pipes. § Chatties, large i.mrtlmu Jars.
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eivil revolt, no remarkable incidents characterized the march. Only one
¢ity claims mention.  Chittore (this beautiful stronghold which Mr.
Locoek* has sketched for me, with so elogquent a peneil) contained, when
we passed, a very strong garrison, which was hostile to our rule. Tt isone
of the 'most important places in E:'llj[.lmti'ma, ar:u:l_ is cunsndereq by the nd-
tives to be impregnable. Certain it is that British troops might hold it mow we retarn-
for a wery long period against an immense attuulcmgifurm_a, (The face of E'm"“ Xuwssecs-
the city, shown in the drawing, extends for three miles in length.) We
had to march by it with extreme caution, as there was some dread that the
rrison might sally out and attack our small, though resolute force.
Eﬂmmn we passed Chittore in safety ; and so well was this march from
Neemuch planned, that the garrison was ignorant of our extreme proximi-
ty. When we arrived at Nusseerabad we found all in preparation to start
for Awah ; and with my usual luck, I was ordered to march with a wing
of the &3d, and in charge of the reconnoitring column. Why this expedi-
‘tion was necessary is soon told.

Awah was the Head Quarters of a rebel Rajpoot Chief. The Thakoor
‘had disgnised his hostility very well, during the early months of the muti- Why we went to
ny, but so soon as he heard the result of our attack on Nimbhiera, think- Awah:
ing that our hold on that part of India was lost, he threw off the
hypoeritical mask, enticed Monk Mason, our political offieer, on a visit to
his palace, and there had him murdered under circumstances of peculiar
atroeity.  Our friends, who besieged us in Neemuch, had joined his
standard ; and altogether the Thakoor had gathered around him a goodly
force.

Awah was a large and strongly fortified place, and with a numerous and
wellarmed garrison, with large quantities of stores, and plenty of amuniu-
nition, the rebel chief felt he could hold his own against us. In this Le
was sadly mistaken, for after a ten day’s siege we carried the town by as-
sault, and were rewarded for our trouble by a large acquisition of prize
money and loot. \

The Palace at Awah will give you some idea as to the kind of residence the Thakoor's
possessed by a native prince. 1t was a large, well ordered structure of Palace.
square shape, and built of massive masonry ; its exterior, however, being
of unpretending aspect. Inside was a court, with terraces all around it;
and the numerous fountains in perpetual play, the trellised sandal-wood
staircases, and the quaint forms of sculpture carved along the walls in
exuberant arabesque, with the jealously screened galleries ﬁuvutud to the
Zenanaf, lent to the dwelling an air of unwearying charm. ~ Somie of the
apartments were very beautiful. They were all more or less adorned with
[English forniture, in a gaudy, if not pure, taste; and one gallery
lined with exquisite porphyry, with alabaster baths and fountains, and gre-
tesque designs worked in precious stones—sapphires, emeralds, rubies,

Juspers, ‘brilliants and pearls—attracted my special attention. -

t seemed a pity to destroy this beautiful palace, but so it was ordered ; we go to Kotah
and after its destruction we marched away. At the top of the mountain :
Elss nt.Beawr we joined the 1st Brigade of the Field Force roceeding to

otah ; and our time for vengeance on the murderers of iflnjﬁr B
and his sons was deemed close at hand.  After various perils and many
ludicrous disasters, consequent on a very lurge force marching through an
unknown country, we arrived before Kotah, towards the end of Mareh.

Our force consisted of three Brigades, numbering about 15,000 men,

* Lt. Merbort Locock, R. 1.
t Harem—women's apartments.


















