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EDITOR'S NOTICE.

From my position as resident surgeon to the
Royal Free Hospital, many opportunities have
been afforded me of witnessing the successful
treatment of chronic diseases of-the ear by the use
of that peculiar preparation called * GLYCERINE.”
It is a well known fact that DEeAarNEss is the
invariable accompaniment, in a more or less
intense degree, of such chronic affections. This
agent was introduced to the notice of the pro-
fession about two years since by Mr. T. Wakley,
one of the surgeons of this hospital, as a remedy
for this class of cases, f;-nm considerable expe-
rience of its efficacy in a great number of
persons afflicted with deafness. Many surgeons,
adopting the suggestion of Mr. Wakley, have em-







GLYCERINE

IN THE

TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS.

THE anxiety which is always manifested by the
public to take advantage of any new discovery
or successful mode of treatment connected with
the removal of disease, affords a strong proof of
the confidence which is generally entertained by
the community in the power of medicine as it is
practised in this cﬂuﬁtry. In this respect, a
marked difference is shown in the conduct of the
professional and non-professional portion of
society. This is not extraordinary, as afiflicted
persons naturally seek for the readiest mode of
obtaining relief. The medical practitioner, on
the contrary, first considers the rationality of
any proposed method of effecting a cure. His
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. Ll

confidence in the practice of medicine, not only
in the public mind, but amongst physicians and
surgeons themselves.

Probably one of the causes which has tended
in a great degree to establish and sustain the
confidence of the community in the practice of
medicine, has been the judicious caution which
practitioners of eminence have exercised before
they have resorted to new means of cure; and
secondly, the candour and integrity which they
have so often displayed in publishing the results
of their experiments and experience. It is
honourably felt that much deliberation and cau-
tion is due alike to a noble science, to the just
claims of society, and to the exalted character
of a dignified profession.

If every example of the successful treatment
of disease, by a new remedy, were to be pub-
lished, the minds of practitioners, if not strongly
fortified by previous study, and habits of thought-
fal investigation, would become in danger of
being involved in confusion by the dazzling
announcements of numberless triumphant expe-
rimentalists. It is, therefore, forcibly felt by
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. 18

practical science, and to the eagerness shown by
society to take advantage of any newly-announced
medical or surgical remedy. Unfortunately, that
unsuspecting desire to seize, with blind faith and
hope, on any new proposal for curing disease, 1,
in this country, the fertile source and support of
all those partial, detached, and empirical sys-
tems of practice, which are, and ever must be,
denounced and repudiated by every well-educated
practitioner.

The medical officers connected with the public
institutions of this vast metropolis command the
most ample opportunities of observing the strong
tendencies of the public feeling with respect to
the adoption of new remedies. Scarcely is a new
fact of any importance connected with the cure
of disease published in the periodical journals,
when the “ out-patients” at the public hospitals
make the proposed remedy the subject of common
conversation amongst them. Frequently, the
applicants for relief even ask to be treated on
the “new plan,” and sometimes they request to
be given some of the “ new medicine.”

One of the most striking instances of the lively
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. 15

benefit on the applicants, by adopting and fol-
lowing out the plan of treatment recommended,
and this resolution was carried into practice with
results which rapidly increased the number of
expectant patients. Would it have been right, I
ask, to refer such patients to other institutions
by rejecting their supplications for relief, or,
worse still, to consign them possibly to a class of
not over-scrupulous practitioners, who profess to
work miracles, but fortunately whom medicine
does mnot claim, or in any manner recognise, as
her legitimate children ?

Let it not be considered, from these remarks,
that I deprecate a division of labour in the
practice of medicine and surgery. On the con-
trary, I distinctly acknowledge, that an intense
scientific application devoted to * specialities” in
the investigation and treatment of disease has
been productive of highly useful and important
results. At the same time, such divisions of
labour cannot, in my opinion, justify the surgeon
of a public hospital in neglecting the considera-
tion and treatment of any class of diseases

which properly fall within the field of his obser-
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application of the wetted cotton, in which the
tympanum had been perforated by ulceration,
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was even extraordinary. DBut it too frequently
happened, that the relief obtained was of an
ephemeral duration. On applying the wetted
cotton, the power of hearing, in several in-
stances, which had been lost for a very long
period, was instantaneously restored—an event
which excited the most profound astonish-
ment in the minds of patients and their
friends. Too soon, however, was it perceived
that the newly-acquired power gradually sub-

sided, and the sense of hearing returned to its
previous imperfect condition. The relapse fre-
quently produced a feeling of dejection in the
spirits and hdpes of the patient which it was
painful to witness. The benefit derived from
the application, in the first instance, was un-

doubted, and could not be mistaken; hence arose
the question —Why was it of so evanescent a
character ? This inquiry naturally suggested a
minute investigation into the nature of the ma-
terials employed, and also their immediate and

remote influence on the parts to which they
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. 19

and Mr. Bullock kindly manufactured for me a
small quantity of that preparation in its purest
form. This portion I obtained from Mr. Bullock
in the first week of August, 1848, and employed
it immediately in several cases, with apparently
the most complete success. One of the patients,
aged nineteen years, was a relative of Mr. Braith-
waite, the celebrated engineer. In this instance
the deafness had existed from infancy. Reports
of four of these cases will be found amongst those
attached to this paper. They were the first 1
treated with the new agent. In all these patients
the wetted cotton had failed to produce a lasting
benefit. Two of the four patients are now com-
pletely cured; and the other two are so far reco-
vered as only to find it necessary to resort to the
glycerine at distant intervals. The success of
the new remedy, in these and many other in-
stances, has attracted much notice; and I have
now used the glycerine in upwards of three hun-
dred cases of deafness. On many occasions it has
been employed without any advantage whatever.
In other instances the benefit was considerable

for a short time, and then disappeared. In nu-
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. 2

power of hearing. In other examples of deafness,
where the membrana tympani had evidently
become thickened and hardened, and on exami-
nation with the speculum, denoted a whitish or
pearly appearance, the use of the glycerine was
followed by strikingly beneficial and gratifying
effects. It is evident, therefore, that the appli-
cation of glycerine is equally admissible, whether
the tympanum be in a sound state, or whether it
has been destroyed by ulceration.

A description of the composition and properties
of glycerine, abridged from Turner’s “ Elements
of Chemistry,” may not be uninteresting on this
occasion.

Glycerine was discovered by Scheele, and
Chevreul proved its exact composition and con-
stitution. Its formula is C; H; O, + aq. It is
found in fatty oils combined with oleic, stearic,
and margaric acids; its specific gravity is 1.252.
Glycerine is a syrupy liquid, miscible both with
alcohol and water, insoluble in ether, slightly in-
flammable, inodorous, and of a sweet taste.

The most convenient mode of preparing it is
by the saponification of olive oil, by means of
litharge and a little water. Sulphuric acid will
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caustic-holder employed in diseases of the uterus.
The length of the instrument is six inches.
The shaft about its middle is divided into three
parts, which, at their extremities, form as many
claws. These claws can be made to grasp the
cotton firmly, by means of a sliding ring. The
cotton, on being placed between the claws, should
be so fixed that in moving the instrument to and

fro in the meatus externus, the free passage of
air should be provided for, otherwise an imper-

forate tympanum might be ruptured. The two
best modes to be adopted for accomplishing this
object are— 1st, by mnot placing too large a
quantity of cotton within the claws; and 2ndly,
by so fixing the cotton, as to allow portions of it
slightly to project in fringed ends in the three
divisions formed by the claws. The extreme
points of the claws should dip or turn towards the
shaft.® The tympanum will not then be scratched
by them, should the cotton, from having been
carelessly fixed, accidentally escape.

*# The instruments which Mr. Wakley uses in the diagnosis
as well as the treatment of diseases of the ear, are manufac-
tured for him by Mr. Coxeter, surgical-instrument maker,
Grafton-street, University College, London.—En.
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times a week for six weeks; after that period, it
was no longer needed. A cure had been effected,
and the ceruminous secretion restored. No

return of the deafness has occurred.

Case II.

Miss H——, Coppice-row, Clerkenwell, aged
twenty years, applied to me on the 7th of August.
Has good health; states that at the age of twelve
years she had measles, and has been deaf to a
distressing degree ever since that time. A dis-
charge flowed from both ears during the attack
of measles; when it ceased, the deafness became
extreme, and when I first saw her, it had con-
tinued eight years. On examination, the lining
membrane of both ears was found to be hard and
dry. The tympanum of each ear was sound;
there was no ceruminous secretion. She states,

that after washing her ears she can frequently
hear better for a short time; but as soon as the

organs become dry, the hearing is lost. In order
to make her hear at all, the voice must be raised
to a very high tone indeed. On the first appli-
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had any “wax” in his ears. [ stated to the
medical gentlemen who were present, that 1 con-
sidered this to be a favourable case for the gly-
cerine. Having prepared the aural canals, as in
the other cases, the glycerine was applied, the
power of hearing being extraordinarily inereased.
The glycerine was used many times, and always
with the same successful result. When the ears
are under the influence of glycerine, the patient
can hear when he is addressed in an under tone
of voice. But I am doubtful whether a complete

cure will be effected in this case.

Case IV.

E.-M , Dean-street. August 15. Aged
nine years, deaf and dumb. This child, the

father said, had never heen known to hear, and
he believed, if a pistol were to be fired near his
ear, he would not take the slightest notice of it.
The ears are very small. Upon examination
with the speculum auris, the membrana tympani
was found quite normal. The throat is well
formed. The tonsils and uvula, in situation and
c 2
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. 29

infancy, in both ears. The malady followed an
attack of small-pox. The lining membrane of
both ears is pale, hard, and unyielding to the
touch of an instrument. The tympanum of each
ear appears perfect; she never found any secre-
tion in either ear; had consulted several surgeons,
who had applied blisters, essential oils, &ec., but
without the slichtest benefit. She was sent to me
by Mr. Jackson. The ears were carefully cleaned
by means of cotton held within the blades of a
pair of forceps, and dipped frequently in warm
water. The canals were then rubbed with dry
cotton, held in a like manner. Then the glyce-
rine was applied by the same means, the cotton,
well soaked in it, having been repeatedly passed
backwards and forwards in each external meatus,
care having been taken to apply it to the tym-
panum. The effect was particularly well-marked.
This patient was under treatment for two months
—a complete cure was effected. I heard of her
a few days since, and her mother says she con-

tinues to hear perfectly.
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Casg VII.

Miss J. M——, Devonshire-street, Mile-end.
August 20. Has been deaf in both ears during
the last five years. Cannot trace the deafness to
any particular cause. There has not been any
discharge. There is constantly an uneasy sensa-
tion in the ears. Membrana tympani imperforate.
Not any secretion in either ear. On applying
the glycerine, she heard a watch tick with both
ears. In this case, the patient cannot hear with-
out using the glycerine. The condition of this

patient remains stationary.

Case VIII.

Mrs. D——, aged forty-eight, White-horse-
lane, Stepney. September 3rd. Is very healthy ;
sanguine temperament. States that for forty
years she has been almost deaf in the right ear,
from the effects of a blow given by her school-
mistress. She can hear slightly in the left ear,

but is constantly annoyed by a singing noise, and
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Case IX.

Mrs. P. O——, Adelaide-terrace, Islington,
aged fifty-six years. Sept. 3, 1848. Has been
deaf thirty years; dates the malady from a very
severe attack of rheumatism in the head. The
meatus of each ear is exceedingly hard, and the
membrana tympani much thickened, and of a
pearly whiteness; not the least secretion. The
membrana tympani cannot be touched without
causing pain to the patient; many means of
relief had been tried, but without effecting any
improvement.

The auditory canals were carefully washed and
dried, and then coated with glycerine by means
of a camel-hair brush. An improvement in the
state of the patient’s hearing was very soon
manifested. Her son, who accompanied her,
said, that for years it was painful to converse
with her. Knowing how great was her defect
of hearing, she seldom attempted to provoke
conversation,

When the glycerine had been introduced a few

minutes, her son addressed her in an ordinary
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. a3

seen, and found to be quite sound. This patient
states that he is in the habit of moistening his
ears frequently during the day, always hearing
immediately after. From this statement, the
success of the glycerine promised to be certain.
Not having any glycerine by me at the time, I
merely moistened the ears with water, when the
hearing was immediately much improved. I
then carefully dried both ears, and the power of
hearing again relapsed to its former low degree.
On the following morning the patient again
attended, the glycerine was applied, and the effect
produced was even greater than had been antici-
pated. The patient always receives the same
amount of benefit from the glycerine, and the
force of its action is as evident now as when it
was first used. The beneficial effects produced
by each application of the glycerine continue for
six days. I do not believe that any cure will be
effected in this case, as it is probable he will
always be obliged to use the glycerine.
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both ears, the appearances were strongly con-
trasted. Thelining membrane of the healthy ear
was soft, elastic, of a normal thickness, and
covered by its natural secretion. When the
healthy ear is closed by the hand, it is almost
impossible to make him hear the sound of a voice.
The ear was in this case washed and rubbed dry,
and the glycerine then applied by means of a
camel-hair brush. 1In the course of a few
minutes the hearing in the affected ear became
very much improved. This benefit lasted, the
patient stated, for about four hours. The treat-
ment, without any alteration, was continued twice
and thrice a week for five weeks, and at the ex-
piration of that time the patient could hear
perfectly well, and detect the slightest noise with
the ear, which had, during a period of eighteen

years, been deprived of its natural function. The

recovery in this case is complete, and I believe
will be permanent.
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TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. 59

was as deaf as ever. The glycerine was again
introduced, and as successfully as before. The
patient has now been subjected to the influence
of the remedy for two months. When she omits
to use the glycerine she is as deaf as at first.
The effect of the application commonly lasts three
days. It is not likely that a cure will be effected
in this case.

Case XIII.

Mrs. L. T——, Lambeth, aged twenty, con-
sulted me on the 1st of November. She has been
afflicted with deafness in both ears for two years;
her general health is good; membrana tympani
imperforate; no secretion in either ear; slight
discharge at times, when her hearing is much
better; thinks influenza the cause of her deafness.
Upon applying the glycerine the hearing was very

much improved, hearing perfectly a conversation

carried on in an ordinary tone. She cannot hear
without using the glycerine. The last account
received of her stated this fact. No cure will be

effected, but the glycerine will afford her con-
tinued relief.
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Case XVI.

Mr. M. C
R. Quain, in February last; has been deaf in

, Brompton; sent to me by Dr.

both ears for three years. The ears presented

the same appearance as in the case of Mrs. S .

The application of the glycerine proved very suc-
cessful.

Case XVII.

Master E. N—— Hammond-street, Camden-
town. March 14th. His mother states that he
has been deaf three years after having had scar-
latina. Both ears are destitute of secretion. He
is very deaf, and has been under the care of
several practitioners. Upon applying the glyce-
rine the mother declared the effect to be asto-
nishing; after a few minutes, he could plainly
hear a watch tick with both ears. No such power
had existed during the three previous years. He
still uses the glycerine with continued improve-
ment. His hearing is now nearly natural. An
interval of eight weeks occurred during the treat-
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A CLINICAL LECTURE

GLYCERINE

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN FORMS OF
DEAFNESS.

NEARLY two years have now elapsed since I
published in° Tue LaNcer* a paper on the
Use of Glycerine in the Treatment of Certain
Forms of Deafness. Numerous facts justified
that publication: I did not rush into print
hastily, and without due consideration. Tried
by the severe and scrutinizing test of experience,
glycerine now takes its P].ELE‘.E amongst the most
useful of the remedial agents, in the treatment
of several common varieties of deafness. Specu-
lation on the subject is at an end: indisputable
facts constitute the data whence the opinions

favourable to glycerine have been formed.

* Vol. 1. 1849, p. 664.
D 2
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and even disuse. In the treatment of deafness,
failures of new remedies are the more likely to
happen, as aural maladies find no favour with
the majority of the profession. Many empirics
owe all their success and ill-acquired wealth to
this cause.

The introduction of GLYCERINE into the treat-
ment of ear-diseases has produced some slight
change in practice: and many cases, which not
long since fell to the lot of the * aurists,” are now
in the hands of regular practitioners, greatly
to the advantage and safety of the sufferers.
The examination of the ears by competent prac-
titioners has led to the discovery of diseases
unsuited for the use of glycerine, but having
fallen under the notice of competent surgeons,
unexpected relief has been afforded to many
desponding patients. Why, it may be asked,
should the surgeon abandon any class of diseases,
and thus invite the charlatan to enter a field of
practice which legitimately belongs to the pro-
fession? The impropriety of so doing cannot
be doubted. It is improper, because it is

injurious to the professional character; and it is
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diligence, nor for the requisite length of time.
Structures that are almost disorganized cannot
be restored to a normal state in a day.

The glycerine has now been employed in some
hundreds of instances of deafness, and data have
been collected that indicate the cases in which
the remedy should be used, the duration of the
treatment, and the probable or possible perma-
nence of the cure. In prescribing the use of
glycerine, care should be taken to discriminate
between those diseases which are suitable for its
employment, and others where the remedy would
be introduced without the slightest prospect of
advantage. In making this investigation and
inquiry, the Aistory of the malady cannot be too
attentively considered. Did the defective hear-
ing first occur after an eruptive fever? — an
abscess in the face, or fauces?—a fall >—a blow ?
—a fit? Was there a discharge from the ear in
the first instance ?—if so, what was the character
of the discharge? Did any sequestra escape?
Lhe form of the ear should be carefully examined,
and the auditory canal and membrana tympani

inspected by means of instruments especially
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tion may be productive, not only of annoyance,
but of some mischief.
If the surface of the auditory canal be hard

and inelastic, shining, and of a whitish appear-

ance,—if the natural secretion be wanting, and
the membrana tympani be not painful to the
touch, the glycerine may be employed with a
tolerable certainty of success, even if a partial
deafness has been of many years’ duration. An
uneven appearance of the external membrane of
the drum is an unfavourable sign, as in some
instances it may be caused by displacement of
the bones of the delicate aural structure. When,
besides the sense of hearing, the other senses are
deficient of action, the employment of glycerine
alone offers no hope of success. In such cases,
the utmost possible attention should be paid to
the general health of the patient, with a view to
restore the activity of the nervous system. The
existence of paralysis in any part, unless from a
traumatic cause, is an adverse indication with
respect to the use of glycerine. The modes of
applying the remedy vary according to the state
of the parts, and the effects sought to be pro-

AR
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right side ulcerated after a discharge, (following
scarlet fever,) lasting six months; in the other
ear the membrane was sound. The ears were
rubbed with glycerine in the usual way, and in a
few days she heard successively Nos. 8 and 7 of
the sonometer. In seven weeks she was quite

cured, a healthy secretion of wax having been
established.

JAsE 11.

Anne M——, Gray’s-inn-lane; aged thirty-
three; a spare, thin woman; had been deaf since
the birth of her last child, when she had dis-
charge from both ears; this ceased, and left her
very deaf. Her ears presented much the same
appearance as in the last case, the principal
feature being the dry condition of the meatus.
Glycerine was applied with the forceps and wool,
and the woman was soon relieved from the un-

fortunate impediment.

Case III.

Louisa R , Hampstead, August, 1850 ; aged

twenty-seven ; deaf nine years. Ten years since
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e I

glycerine, should be placed in the meatus, in
order that the newly exposed surface may be
brought under the direct operation of the reme-
dial agent. The pellet also would be of use in
protecting the parts from the effects of cold and

LR SR e ey e

the sudden influence of the air. The removal of
an impacted mass of exsiccated cerumen without
these precautions may produce more deafness

than the presence of the offending substance.

Case TIV.

Master F

in the right ear six months. Has had a constant

, City-road, aged six years; deaf

roaring noise in that ear, which was frequently
swollen, and very sore; he had been ordered
purges and lotions, from which no benefit resulted.
On examination, the meatus was found com-
pletely blocked up with hardened wax. 1 filled
the ear with glycerine, and then fitted the plug.
The next morning I easily removed the obstruc-
tion, and in it was found a good-sized cherry-
stone. The hearing was painfully acute for a
few days. Sheep’s wool was kept in the ear. 1

AN







TREATMENT OF DEAFNESS. Hh

noises. As I suspected in this case, an impacted
mass of solidified wax was found, filling up the
inner third of the meatus. Glycerine was poured
in until the meatus was full; the bees-wax plug
was then applied. In two days the wax was
completely softened, and could be easily removed.
The hearing was perfectly restored.

Another mode of applying the glycerine con-
sists in soaking a pellet of sheep’s wool in the
fluid, and pushing it gently into the meatus until
it vests against the drum. The wool, when
compressed, should be about the size and shape
of the aural cul-de-sac. A plug of prepared
bees-wax, warmed in hot water, and placed
against the external opening, and retained there,
will effectually prevent both the entrance of the
atmospheric air and the exit of the glycerine.
This proceeding must be repeated every morning,
the meatus being each time carefully cleansed by
means of warm water, and made dry by passing
backwards and forwards a small piece of dry

cotton; then there will be a clear surface for the
action of the glyeerine.
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keeping the agent constantly against the part to
be acted on. This proceeding was repeated
every morning, the meatus being gently cleansed
with warm water before fresh glycerine was
introduced. At different intervals, four distinct
layers of white, pulpy epithelium were removed;
the ear was occasionally swollen and painful.
The treatment was persevered in for more than
two months, and the membrane of the drum was
much altered in appearance, assuming more of
the dark look of the healthy organ. I introduce
this case, not as a successful one in its results,
but as illustrating very beautifully the mechanical
action of the agent in the worst case of epithelial
thickening which I have ever seen. In this case,
had the deafness been due to the mechanical
obstruction, it would have proved beneficial, but
the cause was purely nervous, as had been pre-
viously diagnosed by Sir B. Brodie. There can
be little doubt, that in many cases this cuticular
deposition is the cause of deficient hearing, but
it may be that the paralysis is the exciting cause

to this morbid action.
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Case VIII.

Henry M——, Esq., a merchant, aged sixty-
tﬁﬂ, consulted me October 16, 1850. Had been
deaf for more than twelve years in his right ear;
he could not hear the loudest tone of the sono-
meter. The meatus had quite a * parchment
appearance.” The ear was filled with glycerine,
and the bees-wax plug introduced. This was
repeated every day. In fourteen days several
pieces of soft skin-like substance were removed,
with evident improvement to the patient, who
could now hear No. 3 of the sonometer. I was
obliged to modify the treatment once, as the
pa.tim}t complained of pain. In this treatment
the general health, especially the secretions,
should always be watched.

Case IX.

Mary M ; Sept. 15th, 1850; Brentford;
aged twenty-six; deaf in both ears; could not
hear the highest tone of the sonometer; meatus
dry and inelastic; tympanum much thickened :

E 2
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frequent introduction of glycerine tends to
restore the external meatus to a healthy con-
dition, and fit it for the proper transmission of
sound.

I mention the following case as one amongst
several which I have seen, proving that glycerine,
if it be not quite pure, and made according to
the proper formula, may cause iriitation, and
produce other unpleasant symptoms; and there
is little doubt that from such cause this really
valuable remedial agent has frequently suffered

in repute.
CAsSE X.

A lady, living at the West-end, aged sixty-
eight, consulted me two years since for deafness
in both ears. They presented the appearance
which indicated the use of glycerine. During
eighteen months she lubricated her ears with this
agent, receiving considerable assistance and com-
fort from it, and entirely laying aside the acoustic
instrument which had been previously ordered,
One morning 1 was hastily summoned to this

lady; she was in considerable pain; the right
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of offensive-looking wax. On being touched with
a probe, it was found hard and resisting. The
glycerine was dropped into the ear in the manner
just described. On the next day the impacted
mass was easily removed. When examined, in
the midst of it there was found a common fly, a
foreign body which had evidently been the cause
of the mischief. The use of the glycerine was
continued for a few days, the pain ceased, and

the hearing was soon restored.

The instrument® called a Sonometer has proved
of the greatest value in practice—not from any

use it possesses as a curative agent, but that it

* The sonometer is a simple and easily-managed instru-
ment, and consists of a small bell, fixed on a table; the
pillar, which supports a serrated bar, is kept in its place
by a delicate spring ; the spring has attached to it a small
hammer; this spring being placed in the teeth of the
serrated bar, is relieved by the handle being touched by
the finger, which regulates the extent of sound, from the
ticking of a watch to the sharp, loud tone of a bell. By
means of this instrument, the exact amount of hearing
which a patient possesses can be measured with the greatest
accuracy, before the treatment commences, so that no doubt
can exist as to whether the patient is relieved by the remedy.
The instrument is equally available in every form of deafness,
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that of a girl, an hospital patient, now living at
Chad’s-place, Gray's-inn, and that of alady living
in Adelaide-terrace, Islington,—the former had
been deaf eighteen years, arising from scarlet-
fever; she was completely cured, and has not to
this day any return of the distressing impedi-
ment. The other caseis that of a lady, deaf_thirty
years, in whom the glycerine still acts as an arti-
ficial aid, and enables her to take part in conver-
sation. Her son was with me but a few days
since, and he tells me that reliefis always afforded
by the application of the glycerine. These cases
I have been enabled to watch for nearly two
years, and it is satisfactory to know that the good
effects in them have been permanent.

Glycerine is particularly useful in deafness fol-
lowing eruptive or other fevers; also in deafness
arising from thickening of the drum, caused by
an epithelial deposit. In the last-noticed condi-
tion, glycerine separates the epithelial excrescence,
and thus restores the membrane to its natural
state and appearance. Sir Astley Cooper, who
at an early period of his brilliant professional

career devoted much attention to diseases of the
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of the glycerine was made two days after the first.
The effect precisely corresponded with the result
in the first instance. It is almost needless to
observe, that there was no repetition of the ope-
ration. The patient was highly nervous and
excitable. Still I must confess that the cause of
the pain felt by that gentleman remains entirely
unexplained. In not another instance have I
known any untoward event result from the intro-
duction of glycerine into the human ear.

In old age there is usually a deficiency of
cerumen, and the action of the glycerine is then
very marked. It affords much comfort by allaying
“irritation,” which is the invariable distressing
accompaniment of a dry meatus. The tinnitus
in the ears is also frequently relieved by the
soothing effects of glycerine, where that noise is
occasioned by a dry meatus. At the same time,
it must be remembered that many distressing
cases are due to abnormal conditions of the brain,
nerves, heart, or bloodvessels.

The object of delivering this lecture is simply
to confirm the reputation of Grycermve, and
enlarge the boundary of its usefulness. For the







