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[Reprinted from THE QQUARTERLY MEDICAL JouRNAL, fuly, 1895.]

A SERIES OF CASES YWO/ILLUSTR¥TE OVARIOTOMY
IN A GENERAL-SURGICAL CLINIC.
By
MAYO REOBSON, F.R.C. 5.

Senior Surgeon Leeds General Infirmary ; Professor of Surgery in the Victoria
University ; Member of Council of the Royal College of Surgeons, England.

THE following is a consecutive series of cases of ovariotomy
performed in a general surgical clinic. The cases are in no sense
of the word selected, as whenever operation has offered any chance
of success it has been performed, statistics not being considered.
My excuse, if such be required for publishing the list, is the desire
to demonstrate the fact, that with due care, ovariotomy can be
safely and efficiently performed in the ordinary surgical wards of a
general hospital and that seclusion and isolation are by no means
necessary to success.

The cases number 21g, the mortality being at the rate of 502
per cent,, or if the malignant cases be included 593 per cent,

In looking through the list it is seen that the thirteen recorded
fatal cases may with advantage be submitted to analysis, the prevent-
able being distinguished from the probably unavoeidable deaths.

Two patients (Nos. 151 and 194) died from malignant disease,
one ten days after operation, the other from shock within a few
hours.

Two succumbed to intestinal obstruction, one on the eighth day
from volvulus of the small intestine, the other from gangrene of
about a foot of bowel owing to injury to the mesentery in
separating adliesions,

One case (No. go) was admitted with acute peritonitis and was
operated on to give her a last chance; in this case death was
certainly not due to operation, although it followed it.

In Case 153, operated on for faecal fistula of four years’ duration
following on pelvic suppuration and accompanied by a pelvic
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tumour, the adhesions were very extensive and the opening in the
intestine being deep in the pelvis was with difficulty closed, and in
fact re-opened in a few days, the patient sinking from exhaustion
seven weeks after.

One case died of exhaustion at the end of a week after the
removal of a large suppurating multilocular cyst; as she was
extremely low at the time of operation and had general peritonitis
the operation cannot be blamed for her death.

Case 109 died of congestive bronchitis, possibly due to ather
anasthesia.

Case 148 succumbed on the night of the operation to pul-
monary embolism, apparently owing to the patient, who was the
subject of heart disease, getting up in the temporary absence of the
nurse. The operation was a very simple one, and only occupied
about fifteen minutes.

Case 95 comes under the preventable causes of death inasmuch
as the ligature on the pedicle slipped during an attack of vomiting
twelve hours after operation, and although I re-opened the wound,
ligatured the pedicle afresh, and transfused, it was of no avail. In
this case there was hardly any pedicle and I used the Staffordshire
knot.

Since that time I have usually applied a separate ligature to
the outer part of the broad ligament where there has been any
tension.

Of the four cases dying from peritonitis, one patient was ina
very insanitary ward, a drain having burst recently beneath the
floor. I had been assured that the ward was in a sanitary condition,
otherwise I should not have used it.

One case developed distension after the removal of appendages
for a large myoma of the uterus, and had she been freely purged I
have no doubt she would have recovered, but at that time (ten
years ago) morphine was in vogue.

In Case 146 a large suppurating cyst was with difficulty removed,
and perchloride of iron had to be applied freely to arrest the
hamorrhage.

In Case 167 a suppurating dermoid cyst was operated on away
from my immediate care and was not seen by me until the third
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day, when distension had set in, with vomiting ; morphine having
been given from the first night after the operation. Although I re-
opened the wound and drained and then tried to purge, it was
without avail. In this case abstention from morphine, and a
turpentine enema on the second day, followed by a purgative
would probably have produced relief.

After the most careful consideration I think I am justified in
saying that the case of hemorrhage and three of the cases of peri-
tonitis are the only fatalities I might possibly have prevented ; all
the other lethal cases might happen again.

This would bring the unaeveidable mortality of the series of cases
down to 41 and the preventable mortality to 1°8 per cent.

The technique of ovariotomy has been so frequently discussed
that the repetition of operative details is unnecessary, but I may
mention that strict antiseptic precautions are observed, morphia is
avoided, drainage is only resorted to where much effusion is
expected or where the peritoneum has been unavoidably soiled,
lavage is seldom used, a turpentine enema and a saline purge are
oiven in case of distension, thoroughness in the removal of the
whole of the disease is aimed at, and finally, expedition is con-
sidered of great importance.
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