Remarks on ovariotomy : being a postscript to the author's work on
tumours / by George Macilwain.

Contributors

Macilwain, George, 1797-1882.
Royal College of Surgeons of England

Publication/Creation
London : [publisher not identified], 1863.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/z6gb6snq

Provider

Royal College of Surgeons

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. The original may be consulted at The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







<t : : . . 2 - % 5 1
1 . - i -
F J ] ) L
‘ i - Lt ¥ )




4

regard to operations which may be performed at any fufure
time, as to any of the past or prr—:sent whmh may have formed
the most impr 3351\'& 1Ilust1£r,t1f_q;;§ of ﬂ: In the remarks I'am
about to offer on the ’present state Ia,nd future prospects of
Ovariotomy, I wish the:u £o be. 11;;531*5 und ‘a8 deductions from
the laws W]glch 1! hawe furmerlylbnunéla,tea and a8 being
regarded. 1nd1ﬁ'erenﬂy, as present "]Jusi;ra%mua ﬂf theée laws,

or _as cha]lengmg Lsiv::h te‘sts as 1;1}1& fgtpre ma;-' preaent of

the soundness or. errur uf ﬂ:

:.lu'l‘-f

I have no s;msp tio re.pea, T]hes!e sr.lEFLWE ileiré] but I muf-?.t b Say
a few words in re]a.tmq to th,en,u neral tenor.”

_They &-ﬁﬁﬁ,llb that t ere s ﬂng Iaﬁlbf‘w[hmh all i in urious
mﬂuences on tflq f) ,me “reslsteﬂ or f]'_tspt}se of a8 tlille Case
may be ; a.n[l that W];Le,n nﬂt cflspﬂs&d pf b}' 'BBGI‘EﬁUE, either
from the organ_on whmh' t}ley imp mge . or by some’ cﬂm—
pensﬁtmg organ, the next, pmcgssea wTuch 631:63 place in
order of cﬂgﬁer]raqtmnﬂ ha];e[m r their one general cha.racter
some kind of, gie;:-ﬂg;tmn it whet'he]. this be &n_}' “of those

rl_||

we recognise under the v glm-}nus ferms of : 1nﬂamma’|:1c-n, thick-
ening, opam_,j;}r, tumﬂjlra 1‘3&IH EEJ gﬁé'[bem or msiifgnaﬂt
and so on, the law alwayﬁ. de{ermlqes rt‘he n IE or tow ards the
surface, just as. l}&ppens in many cases i:uf Dullets * c:-r ‘other
foreign budles ; and that, in dxsease[s where mnrblc'[ act'mna in+
volye dapuf;atm];lsrm;l deeper surifaces 0{' thﬁjbﬂdj or on nrgans
(whmh are eommon enuugh}, this is merely the result of
interfering mﬂueuces, which are not GI]].}F i'nr the most part
discoverable, but the discovery of whlch ab once ﬂJEf}IﬂEEB the
really proper treatment of the case. i

Whether this gen,elahzatmn be afdmltbe.ﬂ or m:rt ‘the chief
grounds of it are at least m{],rsputahle fsmts T can only here
advert to a few. Depositions on or in “the skin and ‘its
cellular tissue are fa:r more nummuus tha.u all other ﬂ&seases
put together,  Affections of the mucous membranes form
the next class in mdﬂ of frequency, as DJE!..}" he observed in
the cases of common cnlds,_ their various sequences, and
other multiform diseases of these structures.

And although ultimately the internal organs of the body
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it, or where it is ulready interfering by its bulk with'the
functions of importarit orgatis,~with'sonie othiers not mateérial
JﬁU :ﬁiﬂ- i‘hﬂélﬁfﬁ’ﬁﬁﬂjﬂﬂhm 19512 avitetsqo o ehroost edf mu
i ”wf*mtwwmf%m@mﬂ of ' diseased Ovaries by extirpa-
tion Has'been bowght préminently before' the professionis A
“vast nttthber of operations liave heeno petformed, twith  dif-
“ferent resultss Dy Robert Lee, Wwho is opposed 1o Ovatio-
toniy; brought' forward rbp%ﬁsﬂéf 566 casasy of these, about
“one half' weve éases 'of Wucoess; soodar it leagt as vegarded
i‘é[cc:-ve “Hom the “operation ; ’ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬂy%ﬁe Hialf; on thecon-
nated fgﬁﬁ{ﬂ?ﬁ bag [Int stom dowir SEIpaT oW
¢ w N , these aré"facts “which urge the necessityof patient
‘en \Eﬁrfmaﬂa«'ftfﬁ’» eqally clear thit resiltsso different must
‘HA ’=ﬂéﬁé&a’aﬂhﬁ’y’3iﬁ%ﬁbﬂﬁﬁhﬁlélléhf@ﬁﬁlﬂ thie: fost valuable
hstruttion ﬁfi&fégn%dia ‘Notliitigwould havebeen dnére edsy
thidh'to hiave org 1Ee&-’érdﬂfhﬁ1{fo¥’%h€3cﬂﬂi¢iﬁbﬁoﬂ¢ﬁf il catses ;
and as this could ‘hot 'be dotie By iy individual; -t was the
phranioutit dﬁf},ﬁb‘f‘?«iéﬁiéh}“ﬂﬂcmﬁhﬁ aﬁﬂ“a atiorial  daty in
"thoke with Chartérs 746 have' Mitourited stk plan.coTn-
“end'be %ﬂuaﬂwmngﬂm Tdek! dbiie: o dnostiond which
“might “Hive,” with & Yery ‘Feasofithle “shatie of ‘industry,
*ﬁ&aﬁ%ﬁmfa&w ‘Coiiple” of yedrs, Tike [itiiy 2 othere of
Tike' glavity, dhd whith'” gklff‘fﬁﬁ-laé Srgieal inteifekenive is
"%%‘&?’fr@d iy Hffbet ‘the’ sifdty’or destitiction of hunidvEds
CofHveE h deh’é*e“ﬂ%fft 6o Aétevitined it onie distantperiod
' W]Fn}e"’dﬁc@i‘tﬁ?.{i“%&“Téﬂﬂﬂ?&1ﬂ%"8§8ﬂ£¥mﬂé{1 of  individdal

fgﬁgﬂﬂ oitlw ditw ydiosgea av:mﬂﬂﬂf}q odt ui ydiomedA

exp
ol [} J:H’ JpEond [n‘;m[ sgadh 1o goils
Hh 9 led £6°% ﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁ%
of : %{11 f %

N JLILJ' .i] n"iﬂnﬂ .ﬁ% ﬂ.[.l:: ‘HHD l:_) ]‘Eﬁ gl‘lﬂhﬂ
ﬂﬂ‘égen;ﬂ? r::fi ! Sd- i:: g"rﬂ?ﬂf{ ;mm{i'xﬁ')?@
111131!315;r _}:ﬂbﬂrel for vi ],‘tﬁ d‘l . _1 Pthe
Eluuiaatlgn Df hﬂquH ﬂiri:.nltﬂ'mﬂ B891I-19718 BOIISTISGO
Now, lest I should be held as 'ééﬂﬁﬁ%fﬁbﬂé?%fbhs

I may offer as to the conditions necessary to be observed in
operating, exclusively to Ovariotomy, I may at once remark
that it appears to me, if operative surgery is to do anything but
obscure the science, it should at least contribute to en-
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n Thﬂ.!:e are two queatmns to he kapt in view in all upﬂra»
tions, which, occurring in a sort of parallelism, are apt to be
confounded, but which, involve an.important distinetion.
The one, the immediate danger of t&m& ﬂpesatmn, the Dﬂlﬁl:i
the wltimate; advantage of it. - PRI T

- The mere  circumstance uf remwerynfmm the. mmedmt&
Eﬂ’ﬁcts of any operation is not mecessarily any argument in
proof that it was a vindicable proceeding. . This is so-obvious,
that I need not illustrate it by the s reductio ad. abau.rdlml 1§
of which an opposite view is susceptible. 1m0l 190

The illogical manuer in whmhmadmalmntmv&mm&&m
too often conducted, not _unirequanﬂy adds confusion to diffi=
culty ;. whilst, occasionally, really important questions have
become merged in some point of no. consequence: at. all; or:
which might have been easily made the subject of direct de-
monstration. Of this the discussion on the speculum vaginge:
may becited as an example. .., This was conducted, chiefly by
gentlemen who are said to praetise specially ; and therefore.
surgeons are not responsible for,the ﬂhin&ﬂter of the dis=»
cussion, unless it be for the reticence they observed inmot:
endeayouring either to put a stop to it; or to confer on it a!
tone more becoming a philosophical enquiry. . The dispute-
turned, strangely enough, on the occurrence or non-occurrence |
of certain forms of ulceration about the mouth and neck of
the womb. One would have thought that the speculum
might hayve settled the point, as readily as it seems to
have exposed certain abuses of that mode of examination;
viz. by demonstration.  But whilst one party were engaged -
in advocating the particular treatment of certain ulcera-
tions, the very existence of such was denied by the ether.:
Now the real guestion here lay (so to speak) so merged in.
the advocacy of a particular form of treatment, that, by a
suppressed premiss, it was taken for granted that, such
ulcerations present, local administrations were necessary.
I have no hesitation in expressing my conviction that the
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surgery of the outlets of the body, and the structures they
involve, does not require any local treatment of this kind.
The surgery of these parts is gradually becorming disencum-
bered of that farrago of so-called-applications; which obscured
the treatment of suchcases. © I believe' that' those  who have
veally: studied the- structures “affected; seldom employ ' that
catalogue of ointments, solutions of metallic ‘oxydes; or that
endless: variety ‘of washes© or injéetions, * which ~ aré ' the
« numerous and ‘dissimilar' progeny’ of that Fiirviery which,
in former times; Would not allow a simple wound to heal, tin-
til it were smeared-withi Friar’s Bailsani.”” Tn ‘my ‘éxperience,
the proper local applications for all afféctions of ‘these stric-
tures which are as yet within our power;'is, in'the first place,
most’ perfect cleanliness; 'the most ‘caveful ‘vest from’ &l
fanetions  but'suchag are absolutely mecessary 7 'a position
favourable to-the easy circulation of ' the blood in' the part’s
appropriate diet; ‘and’ attention to the well-equalized ‘pér-
formance of ‘the  various ‘functions ‘with'‘some spécial’ care
of ' the' lower * Howels sand 'skin. | Tf “the “ dikedse “involva’
obstruction of -any of i“the 'external Deandls of “the Body,
we overcorie it /by the appropriatd wmetins; either gradually”
or atonce; ‘adeording to eircumstances. 'Nothing i¥~lags’
to be ‘wommiended than' any hesitation’ in’ makifg Ay ex-’
amiination- which' ‘is| really mecessary ; ‘but any’one’ hivirig'
the most ordinary pretensions to the feelings of ‘a’ géntleman
will be:cavefal in avoiding all ‘examinations which‘aré not so.
Thewhole subject Yequires careful vevision ;it is full 6f ot~
fusion.  Wonien are so uninformed, that they Sometimes regard
these examinations as proofs of superior ¢are and attention ;
and:thus unwittingly ‘encourabe ‘that which' ‘they ouglit to
consider with'a distrustful ‘scrutiny! ' (Now, ‘duritiz’ ‘the
lae discussion] an eminent accoucheur, ‘argiiing. on the side
of the speculum, (i& raported tohave said’ that 'he Siw 1o’ dif-
ference in the examination and exposine af ‘onle part “of ‘the
body mote thin another.! I mst not digress'futhet than to
observe, that he might find evidence from thes Fighsst’ Book
we have; justifyingin such shatters that 'diseriniinating for-
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- L must not amit heve to express my thatlés to M, ‘Spencer
Wells! for the readyicourtesy with whidh het has®dllotwed fiie
to examine rather a considerable nwmber of édsés. Some of
these, ‘bwelve incirainber, hatt undergotie the'operation, and
were still living/aiid appeared quits' well-Ltlie time’ since the
operation having, in' diffevent ‘cases, Weer from & foi months’
up‘to rather more than three yeavs.’'Sharp phrases Have''
been interchanged ‘hetween somie of' the gentlemien' swhio have!”
taken the lead in the late controversy, and I did not feel it’’
just to:omit miy thanks'to’ Mr. Wells!' » A§ D percéive by the
journals ‘that He has a book in the press, which no donht”
will: tell us his experience ‘on' the subject, T will only Had. "
that, as farcas’ Tohave” seen; M. Wells “is ' dantions’ and ¢
cumspect in his diagnosis, and very judicions in his'treats”
mentowod dadi zoifodtesme volque amdt odw momelineg bk

“Whenever wo! can- collect & report of '« the offerations”
performed m::tmsibaﬁﬁsfey;'hﬁuoutfﬂﬁﬁfﬂséhﬁph%ﬁb Uof e
unswecessfrl cises; it “is' probable’ that ‘the opeération ‘my be
somewhat improved.: noiimaqo yus ok Joofdo r'ijﬂi;"-'\ oil3 .h.:arf e

Wholesome restrictions’ may adérats! the ‘enterprize to"
which success 'sometimes gives rise) itnprived diagnosis Beget
a more successful diserimination ' in'the ‘Selsction’ oftases’ "
and: some: points o detail may be advantdgeonsly modified.
It is not difficult even mow “to' sugest léss ohjéctionable’
modes “of dealinig with the- pediels, where Tarsé, 240 retths
sider the usé ‘of ‘the clamp, its compardtive’ advantags wigh'
other modes 'of ‘ligatiire, and’ lsﬂ”_ﬁ:[t-‘ﬂff 0 “ﬂti‘&' %{iﬁ%@ﬁ‘f faller
and unreserved ' rvetiiins, we'dre not) I think, in' a’ position
to speakdecidédly on several  points! ﬁh‘i‘&h&'&ié%i‘&i’é]égﬁ:‘ |
suggest themselves for cohsiderition; /120 101010l 1o fet

‘Ohloroforn will probably in tithe be placed nder'a greater
restriction thia it 48 At présent. " It is Yather 4 Aificalt e
tion s and T'have 8o strong'a convietion’ iwtﬁ&*mﬁﬁaﬂﬂy;*
whieli the usé of ' chloreform Has eontiibutéd to perpetuate,
that incatidonr’ T st doubt’ whether T'fitay ot ‘aricon-
sciously be therebybiased in my consideration’ of the Subject.
There is no doubt that, in all operations, chloroform in some
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many other advantages, it has that of making work by induc-
tion tnore easy, and obtaining, in a proximate uniformity
of plan, the clements niecessary for any generalization.
"By these means’ wé should; T have no doubt, soon be
enabled to determine with' greater accuvacy the really im-
portant question ; viz. the. probability of recovery from the
immediate éffects 'of 'the’ apevation, and the chanees of pro-
féﬂgfﬁg Bid et oodwr ol goionsvhe af goitirogeb to ais
Bt T fh’ﬁf‘éffﬂr g good deal more, if T'can get a veasonable
Humbes of Stirgeotls, and still' mere, Publie:Bodids; to inau-
g4t att enlargbd tabulition of ‘the histories: of cases. In
the ‘state i Which the édses are too often presented:to sur-
géons; T mehn ‘Svhen“the abdotien is’ disténded by ail enor-
mou$ tumour ‘which i§ displacing and otherwise disturbing
the organs 'of ‘thé body, and the whole nervous system, what
Hope' can'<ve eritertain of: putting the organs of ‘the body in
wéally good' conidition under cireumsthnces so unfavourable ?
And yet' T hive ‘over and over again gone so'far asto'suspend
Attd’ evert diminish this éffused fluid: The trehtmbnthitherto
‘émployed s hs  wnshitisfactory as!it/is empivicald ) B contend
“that, in regdrd o' this’ disease; we labour! under that most
Timetitablé titor of alwaysactingas if ot curative measures,
'inistehd 0P “Fepresenting ‘merely the limitdiof ‘our knowledge
oF “theeXtent of our ignorance, ‘constituted the bounds of
‘possibility or of the resources of maturei :So that if any
man’ moots the’ question ' even, or throws a doubt on the
dogma which may have become conventional, he is in great
“dang ;E*Bf’ﬁel’_ﬁg set down'as'a quack. 10 bie oi 4
' U'Now, all’opérations imply “that “thie resources of science
hiave beeti'exhansted. “This, in relationto the treatment of dis-
edses of the'Ovary, T'am disposed to deny. I am certain, in
the first 'fl'ace," from my own experience; that, by careful and
scientific'treabment, many tumours in and about the generative
~organs may be kept for an indefinite period in check ; and that
moreover they are sometimes absorbed altogether. Not very
long ago, a lady called on me who had been the subject of a
-disease thus absorbed. I say “in or about,” because you
c 2
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