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.charge of this Institution, and he will return with all
this doubts removed.

It is hardly necessary for me to say, that the site
sselected was a farm extending from the Haverford to
th& West-chester Road, about two miles west of the
(eity, containing somewhat more than 100 acres.

The position was, I think, happily selected in refer-
tence to healthfulness, convenience, and future avail-
rability. A century hence, it is probable that our grow-
iing town will have reached these suburban grounds;
rand that their increased value at that time will enable
ithe Institution to extend its beneficence in a degree pro-
jportionate to the inevitably increasing demands upon it.

The corner stone of “the Pennsylvania Hospital for
‘the Insane,” as this establishment is properly styled, was
laid June 22d, 1836; and the house was opened for the
ireception of patients upon the first day of the year 1841.
'The whole cost of it was sustained without any en-
eroachment upon the productive capital; though the
‘fact, that the profits accruing from the board of insane
' patients had added wvery considerably to that capital,
‘might have furnished a plausible excuse for the appro-
‘priation of a portion of it, had such appropriation been
‘necessary, to the completion of the new establishment.

A visit to the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane
‘will amply repay any one who either loves the beauties
‘of nature, or the still greater beauties of heneficence in
corderly, efficient, and extensive action. Around the
‘house are pleasure grounds, of more than 40 acres in
‘extent, of finely diversified surface, adorned with grass,
{ishrubbery and trees, with a small wood enclosed, and
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puman nature itself.  Surely no outlay of money is to
o regretted which has led to such results.

One of the important consequences of a transfer of the
sane from the old Hospital to the new, was an increase
of space in the former for the accommodation of ordi-
nary medical and surgical patients. But the building
was old and required much repair; and, besides, a large
portion of it, having been originally arranged for the in-
sane, was not adapted to ordinary purposes. A thorough
epair, and to a certain extent reconstruction of the
ospital in the city, became consequently necessary ;
fand the question now came up for determination how
this was to be accomplished. The Board were equally
awilling as before to encroach on the productive capi-
al; one large lot, that namely, lying South of the Hos-
pital, remained to them; and an effort to obtain subserip-
sions for the alteration of the west wing, may be said to
nave failed before the fact that such a lot existed, as
it produced only three thousand dollars, while thirty or
vorty thousand were requisite. It remained only that
fthe square on Pine street should follow the fortune of
the others, and exchange its beauntiful grassy covering
for one of bricks and mortar. The alterations were
sommenced. The west wing was completely repaired,
and remodeled so as to adapt it for ordinary patients ;
and may boast at present among its wards two of the
ineatest anywhere existing. I have never seen wards
2qual to them, in this respect, in any Hospital either of
fthis country or Europe. The east wing and the centre
pare at this very time undergoing similar alteration ; and
pit1s probable that, before the end «of the first year of the
4 ‘
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bexception of the Treasurer, appoint all the officers.
They also have the power to fill vacancies in their own
pnumbers, oceurring in the interval between the annual
pmeetings in May.
| There are two great branches of the Institution; the
Hospital in the city, intended for the reception of medi-
wal, surgical, and obstetrical patients, and the Hospital
or the Insane, situated in the country.

The domestic economy of each of these establishments
s under the superintendence of a Steward and Matron.

In the city Hospital, the patients are under the care
of a Board of Medical officers, consisting of three phy-
sicians, three surgeons, and two obstetricians, all con-
' ibutors, who serve without compensation. They divide

¥'he year between them; but in such a manner that one

‘ the physicians and one of the surgeons visit the Hos-
foital daily.

The visiting physicians and surgeons are aided by
three resident physicians, graduates in medieine, who
re appointed for eighteen months, live in the house,
hund receive their board for their services.

A resident apothecary, with a salary, superintends
he preparation and dispensing of medicines.

Attached to this branch of the Institution is a splendid
medical library, containing more than 9000 volumes,
juany of them of great value, which, under certain re-
tsulations, are in constant use by students of medicine
pind physicians. A Librarian, with a salary, resides in
I'he house, has charge of the books, and at the same time
erves as clerk to the Board of Managers.

The Hospital for the Insane is under the direct ma-

I
|
|
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‘the average population of the house was 158, with 120
‘poor. In the Hospital for the Insane, 206 were ad-
‘mitted during the year, 53 of them poor; and the
. average population of the house has been 216.*

~ * The following statistics in relation to the insane who have been
treated in the Pennsylvania Hospital, extracted from the last report of
Dr. Thomas 8. Kirkbride, the very efficient medical superintendent of
the department for the insane, will serve to complete the view here given
of the operations of the Institution.

From the foundation of the Hospital in 1751, to the date of the re-
~ port, January 1st, 1851, 6062 insane patients had been admitted and
treated, of whom 1000 were on the charity list. In the ten years which
had elapsed from the opening of the present buildings, 1806 patients
were received, of whom 448 were indigent Pennsylvanians, who were
gupported at the cost of 67,410 46 to the income of the Hospital, and
most of whom would have remained without treatment but for this chari-
table provision. Inaddition to this number received without any charge,
666 were admitted at rates below the actual cost of their support; and
those paying most largely had accommodations and advantages not pro-
eurable in private families, even at a much greater cost.

‘When the new house was first opened, 94 patients were received from
the City Hospital. This number was gradually increased, till at one time
in the year 1850, 235 were under care; and the average number in the
last year was 219, nearly filling the house at all times, and often crowd-
ing it to its utmost capacity.

In judging of the efficiency of the treatment of the insane by the
statistical results, it is necessary to take into consideration the fact, that
all classes of insane persons arve received into the Institution, without
reference to the duration or curability of the disease. It is obvious that
a much smaller proportion of these will be restored to health than of
patients admitted while the disease is still curable. This statement,
however, refers only to the patients who pay more or less for their sup-
port. The number of charity patients allowed to be in the house at one
time has been fixed at 40, which is as many as the funds will allow. In
relation to these the wise regulation has been adopted, to admit only recent

L
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dollars; and the cost of each patient, on the average,
has been thirty dollars; but it must be recollected that
many chronic patients, especially of the insane, were
in the house for months and years, and some for
| many years; and that the comparatively large expen-
“ditures on some of the wealthy insane who could afford
to pay, have contributed considerably to swell the gene-
ral average.

There is reason to believe that misapprehensions have
prevailed to a greater or less extent in the community
in relation to our Imstitution, which have in some de-
gree affected its popularity. Upon these I would say a
few words before we part.

In the first place, we not unfrequently hear it referred
to as the Quaker Hospital; and a disposition has pro-
bably existed, in some degree, to leave the burthen of
its support to those who were supposed to enjoy the
honour and advantages of controlling it. Now, if the
fact that members of the Society of Friends have from
its very embryo state cherished and sustained it, and
have at all times freely contributed money and personal
service towards its maintenance, entitles it to be con-
sidered as the Quaker Hospital, we must with all hu-
mility submit to the sectarian designation; but that it
is now or ever has been governed exclusively by Friends;
that the peculiar views of this religious sect have ever
been especially inculcated or its interests consulted ; that
members of that Society have beyond their fair share
reaped any of the honours and emoluments connected
with it, is not true. In looking over the minutes of the
Board of Managers for a century, I do not remember
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The fact simply is, that the whole revenue from all
sources is directly or indirectly applied to the support
of the sick poor. It is well known that all recent acci-
dents, if brought to the door within twenty-four hours
from their occurrence, are admitted without question.
All cases of disease, whether acute or chronie, are re-
ceived, if it appears to the physician that they are sus-
ceptible of relief. The Institution is not an asylum for
the support of the destitute, but an Hospital for their
cure when diseased. Patients who are altogether be-
yond the reach of treatment are not admitted, because
they would exclude others who might be benefitted,
and thus greatly narrow the bounds of useful action.
The only restraints upon admission are those rendered
necessary by the limifed pecuniary means of the Hos-
pital. The reception of pay-patients is certainly in no
way injurious. On the contrary, it is an extension of
the charity. They are charged little more than is ex-
pended on them; and this little, whatever it may be,
goes to increase the ability of the Hospital to receive
the poor. The pay-patient is thus better accommodated
than he would be at an equal cost in a private house;
and at the same time is contributing to the support of
others who are able to pay nothing. The whole opera-
tion of the Institution is beneficent.

There is yet one other point to which I would call
the attention of the audience. It is said that the Hos-
pital is rich ; that it needs no further aid in the exten-
sion of its charity. This is a grievous error, and one
calculated to do much evil if uncorrected. Let me
state the case as plainly as possible. The capital of
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