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38 Mgr. WeLLs on Ovariotomy.

divided edges of skin. I have found cotton-wool the most
comfortable covering for the wound; and as an abdominal
belt, nothing answers better than a double fold of flannel, kept
from slipping upwards by a strip of linen passing round each
thigh, and pinned to the lower edges of the flannel. Experi-
ments on dogs, rabbits, and guinea-pigs, have convinced me
that it is better to perforate the divided edges of the peritoneum
by the harelip pins, so as to press two folds of the peritoneum
against each other, than to run any risk of contact of the perito-
neum with the divided tissues of the abdominal parietes. But
as I intend to make these experiments the subject of a special
communication to one of our learned societies, I merely state
the result here for the information of other operators.

6. On careful nursing and judicious after-treatment a great
share of success must depend. In many of the cases of ovari-
otomy reported, it seems perfectly wonderful that the patient
has survived the after-treatment. Bleeding, leeches, blisters,
calomel and purgatives, and starvation, have often been
prescribed.  Who can wonder at the death of the patient?
I'he wonder is that so many have survived all this. The
great objects appear to me to be to keep the patient perfectly

uiet, [ree from pain, and thoroughly clean ; the surgeon should
not be led by the fact of the pulse being very rapid to fear pe-
ritonitis, and adopt active measures. It has seemed to me that
the rapidity of the pulse 1s owing, in a great measure, to the
return of the heart to its normal situation; but whether this be
so or not it is certainly no ground for active measures. With
the exception of opium, given with the precautions I have al-
ready indicated, I am disposed to attach far more importance
to hygienic measures than to medicinal treatment. A well-ven-
tilated room, warm, but not unpleasantly so to the patient, the
air comfortably moist, and perfect quiet, seem to me to be the
chief requisites. With the nll::ject of maintaining rest, the patient
should not get up to pass water, but the catheter should be used
every six hours. One good effect of the opium is to keep the
bowels quiet, but if there be much flatulence I do not think it
is well to keep up the state of constipation too long. I have
never seen any good done by O'Beirne's tube in reﬁeﬁng fla-
tulence. A little soda in peppermint water, or chloric ether
with aromatic confection, seems to give as much comfort as any-
thing; but this flatulence is always a troublesome symptom for
some days. The intestines seem to miss their accustomed sup-
port or pressure. The application of warmth and moisture to
the abdomen, by means of a warm linseed-meal poultice, 1s par-
ticularly grateful to the patient, and I feel disposed to regard
















