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crime to pofterity., But without travelling
“far for quotatinns, your own profeflion thews
the expedieney of a ftandard; would you
confer the dignity of barrifter on that legal
tool, a tranfcriber of parchments? Then
how can you fuppofe that the functions of a
furgeon can be adequately exercifed by a ftu-
dent in bell-metal mortars ! Taking there-
fore cuftom for my guide, I lay it down as
an unalterable pofition, that there muft be a
ftandard. Tl court of examining furgeons
have hitherto conftituted that tribunal. The
defign of their inftitution was to proteét fo-
ciety from ignorance and empiricifm, by giv-
ing a diplomatic fanction to men of abilities,
But experience, the polar ftar of fcience,
has thown that their authority was too limited
to .be effetual ; and that the army, navy,
and empire at large, have been inundated and
overwhelmed with impudent pretenders.
The neceflity for fome reform in this refpect

15 too apparent to be contradi@ed, In confir-
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mation of it we have the teftimony of every
naval officer. How has the fervice been fup-
plied with mates—from the hofpitals of
Great Britain, the proper feminaries of chi-
rurgical knowledge ! No !—From the private
abodes, or domeftic tuition of refpectable fur-
geons !  No !—How then have they origi-
nated ?  Why from the thops of apotheca-
ries l—difcarded apprentices, and uneducated
porters ! But a far greater number of them
needy adventurers from the north! Scotch
graduates, that never {faw a diffe&tion, or even
handled a knife !—Precious fellows to be en- -
trufted with lopping off legs and arms in a
battle |—Their education is merely this:
they come to town as ignorant and as rufti-
cated as peafants. They walk an hofpital (if
they can afford it) for three months : during
which time they acquire 2 little technical
phrafeology ; and with this {uperficial in-
ftruction they fally forth as mates to diftri-

bute life and death to the miferable viGtims of
war.
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war. It is a notorious truth, that at {ea thej
amputate like the barbarians of Abyilinia;
only with this difference, that they ufe a
knife inftead of a hatchet. For the truth
of this, 1 appeal to the teftimony of all the
naval officers, and to the petition of the De-
legates. Good God! are the lives of his ma-
jefty’s feamen, the invulnerable bulwarks,
and main palladium of our ftrength, to be
idly facrificed to pleafe a junto, or pamper
the fpleen of a fation? Or, will it be any
extenuation of our guiltinefs either in the
prefent or fucceeding ages, that we have been
prevented from doing an a&t of humanity,
becaufe it was repugnant to the principles of
your lordfhip ? I would not be fo deftitute
of humanity as to with your lordfhip the
painful experience of fo brute-like an opera-
tion. But I appeal to your own underftand-
ing, whether you in your confcience think,
that a man unikilled in anatomy, and unbot-
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But the fa& is, that furgery has been highly
cultivated, and that you are wrong, your wit
buffoonery, and your whole argument a
congeftion of falfehoods. Asyou feem o de-
ficient in information, it is neceffary that
you fhould be told, that the refpeGability of
the furgeons commenced with the inftitu-
tion of the French academy ; and that the
Englith, prone to adopt, and beft calculated to
improve it, feized the embryon, nurfed it
with induftry, and have brought it near to
perfeétion.” And fuch, let me tell you, has
been our chirurgical fame, that the fovereigns
of Europe, in imitation of the Ruffian Czar,
have fent their furgeons to us for education:
for it is a truth not to be contradi@ed, that
at the affembly of the allies on the continent,
the German, Hanoverian and Pruffian foldiers
had eminent furgeons inftructed at Eng/i/h fe-
minaries, while the brave Britith were {uffer-
ing perpetual martyrdom from the defect
of {cience in their countrymen. ‘Thefe
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of growth and vitality, lies mouldering in its
firt foundations. But your lordfhip fays
that furgeons have no pretenfions to be
ere&ted into a college, becaufe they have no
learning. 'What interpretation you mean to
put upon learning, I muft confefs I do not
underftand. Perhaps you think there is no
learning in the world, but your own; ora-
tory is too apt to breed a contemptuous pride
~—orators have alw@*s been vain men ; and
your Lordfhip refembles your predeceffors.
But you muft be a very fuperficial obferver
not to know, that furgery, of all the arts
which the world has produced, is at once the
moft ancient, moft critical, and profound;
and that the longeft life, and moft recondite
{peculation, is fcarcely fufficient to develop
1ts ntricacies, or unfold its inventions. The
practice of furgery preceded that of law
many hundred years, and its members were
beld in efteem and veneration long before

the age of Juftinian had furnithed men like
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