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had concurred to produce, the Court con-
ceived. it would be \wr{mg to desert that part of
the public service, with which the legislature had
entrusted them. It is well known, that the defect
in the constitution of the company, was occasioned
by a breach of form, which the sudden death of
Mr. WaLker, and the paralytic state of Mr.
Wyarr, (who was then at a-considerabie distance
from London) rendered unavoidable in the election
of officers, in July, 1796. Government did
not take occasion from this defect, to withdraw
their confidence from the Court; but on the con-
.trary, continued, and still continue, to send the
Army and Navy Surgcons and their mates for

exanination.

The Court for more than fifty years have
¢ontinued, under the authority of an .Act of
Parliament, to superintend and [irotect the science
of Surgery. During that period, it has advanced
with unexampled rapidity. ~No longer clogged

with the heavy incumbrances which formerly op- .

pressed and degraded it, a spirit of general ex-
ertion has been diffused among its professors;

and pupils from all parts of Europe, have
' been
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( 10 )
persons, who were to hold their offices for life, and
of whom ten were to be appointed Examiners.
To this Court a power was given of electing mem-
bers from the Corporation at large, to fill vacan-
cics that might occur in their own number ; and
members from among themselves, to supply va-

cancies in the Court of Examiners¥,

The Bye-law ordained, that ¢ no person prac-
¢ tising as an Apothecary, or following any other
« trade or occupation besides the profession or bu-
« siness of a Surgeon, shall be capable of being
« chosen into the Court of Assistants; or if he
& should be one of the Court of Assistants, be
« cligible to the office of Master or Examiner.”

_ To promote and sccure the advancement of
Surgery, nothing surely could be of greater im-
portance, than to appoint a station of honour and
trust in the profession, which should be attainable
by those only who had devoted themselves entirely

to its cultivation. And it will from hence ap-
pear,

% The rule almost invariably followed by the Courts
has been, to chase from among the members according
to seniority, subject to the Bye-law.












(14 )
With regard to the second proposal, it may be
observed, that the members of a College of Sur-

geons can be cognizable by that College, only

inasmuch as they are Surgeons: The more com-

pletely they sustain this character, the more fit are
they to represent the whole body to the public, and

the less temptation can they have to make its in-

terests give way to other considerations.—

No disrespect was ever intended to those useful

members of the profession, who are engaged in the

practice of Midwifery, or Pharmacy : itis only con-
tended, that till they can devote their time and ta.
Ients to the cultivation of Surgery alone, one chief
requisite for - the superintendance of it will be
wanting.

You will not then give car to those insinu-
ations which have been circulated to exasperate
your minds against the Court—Tlhat it is their

intention ¢ fo subvert the ancient laws and

s¢ Govermment” of the Corporaticny and  to secure

& its property, if possible, to¢hemselves,” It must be
obvious they can hold the property for no other
purposes than those for which the Company is in-
corporated. They must be convinced it was ngver
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