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Birthplace of Or. C. T. Jacksan, Morth Street, Plymouth, Mass,

DR. JACKSON'S DISCOVERY OF ETHER,L'j?oJ&'rw

By WIirLrLiam BARBER

name is inseparably associated

with the discovery of anaes-
thesia by means of the inhalation of
sulphuric ether, had attained at the
date of the discovery prominent
place among the scientific men of the
United States. Born in 1805, he had
received the degree of M. D. from
Harvard University in 1829, had then
spent three years in Europe, study-
ing in Paris, wvisiting Switzerland,
Italy, the Tyrol, Bavaria, and Austria,
and making geological explorations in
Sicily and the mountain region of
Auvergne, in France. He returned to
the United States in 1832 and began
practice as a surgeon and physician, but
soon turned his attention almost ex-
clusively to researches in chemistry,
geology, and mineralogy. From 1836
to 1850 his time was largely occupied in
exploring and describing the geology
of Maine, Rhode Island, New Hamp-
shire, and Michigan, and in chemical in-
vestigations connected with his feld
work. From time to time he con-
tributed many valuable papers to “5illi-
man's Journal” and to the proceedings
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of warious scientific bodies, including
the French Academy of Sciences.

His account of the discovery of the
anaesthetic properties of sulphuric
ether is briefly as follows: In the
winter of 1841-2, while dehvering a
lecture in Boston, he accidentally broke
a glass jar of chlorine gas, the fumes of
which nearly suffocated him. He at
once inhaled sulphuric ether and was
thereby miich relieved. But the next
morning his throat was again very pain-
ful, and his lungs much oppressed.
Again he had recourse to sulphuric
ether. He sat down, soaked a towel in
ether, and placed it over his mouth
and nose, so as to allow him to in-
hale the vapor mixed with air. Under
its operation he gradually became in-
sensible to pain, and then
scipus for a space, as he
about a quarter of an hour. As con-
sciousness gradually returned, the
sensation of pain in the throat returned
with it.

From this experience he deduced the
truth that sulphuric ether can be safely
and effectually applied as an anaesthetic
in surgical operations. He mentioned
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that I could do so, and spoke again of
the students taking 1t at Cambridge,
He said the patien! would be dull and
_,.-nr;.-.:rﬁp.f; aind that I could do what |
pleased wwath him; that he would not be
able to help himself."" Morton then admits
that he made the inquiries he wished as

from materials fur

nished |J}' himself,)

ton's biography

According to the testimony presented
to the Congressional committee above
referred to, Morton himself, before he
had determined to claim the discovery,
repeatedly admitted to various persons

Chair in which Etharization was Discoverad ny De. Charlas T. Jacksan
Winter of | B4 -2

to the different kinds of ether, and
asked Dr. Jackson to show him what he
had, and that Dr. Jackson directed him
to get some, highly rectified, at Bur-
nett's (a well-known :'Ell.'ﬂli:-ll,'h He ex-
plains the reason why he was not more
explicit, by saying that “he feared Dr.
Jackson might forestall him, and guess

what he was experimenting upon.
{(See “Trials of a Public Benefactor,”
New York., 18go, by Nathan P. Rice,

M. D., p. 172-3, a book containing Mor-

(4%

that Dr. Jackson was the discoverer,
and that he merely followed Dr. Jack-
son's directions. D. P. Wilson, for a
time an Morton's office,
declares that this was the uniform state
ment of Morton, and in giving an ac
count of what Morton said respecting
the interview referred to by Dir. Barnes,
afhrms that Morton
structions then received 11].' him from Dr.

assistant 1n

described the in

Jackson as they are set forth by Mr.

i{il.rl'l{':i_



50 DR. JACKSON'S DISCOVERY OF ETHER

Alvah Blaisdell, of Boston, stated that
in a conversation with Morton he asked
him, “Was it Dr. Jackson who made the
discovery?' Mr. Morton at once an-
swered that it was, and that Dr. Jack-
son had communicated it to him, with
instructions as to the proper mode of
applying the ether.

Testimony equally strong on this
point was furnished by Allen Clark,
Horace J. Payne, Phineas A. Stone and

Bigelow, after describing the dental op-
eration performed by Dr. Morton under
the influence of the newly-discovered
‘compound,’ as it was then called, stated
that Dr. Morton had derived his knowl-
edge of the substance used from you.
frk Dr. Bigelow ascribes its first
suggestion to Dr. Charles T. Jackson,
and its application, under his advice, for
mitigating pain, to Dr. W. T. G. Mor-
ton, both. of Boston.” (See report, p.
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Inscription made by Dr. Jackson in the Bottom of a Chair:

" Ceated in this Chair Before it was Covered

and Cushioned Ethernization was Discovered by Charies T. Jackson in Winter of 1841-2

Daniel I. Blake, all highly respectable
and unimpeachable witnesses,

The Honorable Edward Stanley, a
member of the Congressional commit-
tee, states that Morton was unable to
answer questions relative to the com-
position of sulphuric ether, addressed to
him personally by Mr. Stanley. (See
his report, p. 24.)

The Honorable Edward Everett
writes, in a letter to IIr. Jackson dated
21st October, 1851, referring to an ad-
dress delivered 3d November, 1846, by
Dr. Henry ]J. Bigelow, of the Massachu
setts General Hospital, as follows: “Dir.

37-8.) Another letter by Mr. Everett
is as follows:
Cambridge, 26th February, 1847.

Dear Sir: Considering the great im-
portance of your discovery of a mode
of producing temporary insensibility to
pain during the performance of surgical
operations, I have thought that it might
be advisable for you, in the form of a
paper addressed to the American Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences, to place on
record the most important facts ‘con-
nected with the discovery and its intro-
duction into general notoriety and
practice.  Although these facts are












Rasidernce of Dr. Jackson on Somersat St., Boston, Built on the Site of his Labratory















