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THE

MEDICAL STUDENTS

o

OR, PLAIN INSTRUCTIONS AS TO THE BEST COURSE TO BE PURSUED FOR
ENTERING THE MEDICAL PR ;EEEEIGH.

INTRODUCTION.

Tue object of the following pages is to present in a compact
and readable form a conoise statement of the best means to be
adopted by a student of cur profession, in order that he may
-obtain, with the least waste of time and energy, a logal staius
as a modical practitioner.

As most of our readers ara doubtless aware, it has long been
the custom for the profeasional journals to issne,in the month
of tember, & “ Stadent’s Number,” A ¢ Student's Num-
ber,"” howsver, as a rule consisted of little more than a reprint
‘of the regulations of the examining bodies and the prospectuses
of the medical schools, with one or two artieles full of good
advice to students, but we believe somethin
is required now, and we shall endeavour in the following pages
to present our readers with some practical hints, the result of
-our own observation and experience, and to point ont to them, as
far as lies in our power, what to do and what to aveid in pur-
sming their course of study. We shall purposely make our
notices of the examining boards and medical schools as brief as
possible, inasmuch as their regulations are aagily accessible
-and procurable by any of our readers, and as by this means we
shall obtain more space for practical hints and remarks which
-eannot be obtained elsswhere.
- After this shert introduction, we plunge  in medias res.”

Crarrer I
The Preliminary Education of the Medical Student.

We would at:fﬂngil‘y im¥rqa5 on all parents who intend their
sons for the medical profession the paramount importanee of
roviding them with a 'sound general and classieal education;
and we wonld as strongly impress on all would-be modical
students, who have the opportunity of such an education, the
:?ﬁlﬂj' paramonnt importance to them of making the beat u=a
of that opportanity.
rather to snoer at Latin and Greek, and to consider tho study
of modern lan 8 and general subjects of far greater im-
portance. But we think this is a mistake, For a sciontific
man, and a medical man always should be to a considerabla
exient a scientific man, to be ignorant of Latin and Grook
would be i[srﬁlt misfortune. Ho would be placed at the very
outset of his career in great difficultios. Almost all sciontific
torms are derived from ome or other of thoso langnagos, nlnﬂ
these terms form the universal sciontifie language by which
savants of all conntries convey their ideas to one another
A medical studont ignorant of Groek would have to be con-
tinnally referring to some dictionary to diseover the meaning
of the terms ho was constantly hearing used. Pneumonia,
'Enaantalin, toxicodendron, pericardium, meningitis, and hun-
eda of other words, wonld be to him mero barbarities until
‘he had looked out their meanings; but to the student con-
veraant. with the dead lan thoy carry their meanings
- with them. We cannot, however, enter further upon this subject
%:a, bt wonld strongly enter our protest against the omission
of Greek or Latin from the school work of boya.

batter than this |

It is the fashion in the prosent day |

{ _Suppose, then, that the student has had s sound general
| education, hia next step will be to appear before one or other
of the medieal examining bodies in order to paes s preliminary
examination, by whieh the extent of that general education
| will bo tested. There are many of thess preliminary examina-
tions, but the one which we strongly advise every student to
| pass if possible is the matriculation examination at the Univer=

gity of London. This examination isa difficalt one, but it is

well worth the trouble ef working for, as it leaves the student
| free, if he pass, to go in for the medical degrees of tha Univer-
| dity, which are justly looked upon as the highest qualifications
obtainable in the profession. The next best examination to
this is the preliminary examination conducted by the College
of Prooeptors, on hehalf of the Collogs of Surgeons. The sub-
jects for these different examinations will be found detailed in
the regulations of the respective hodies, which may ba pro-
cured on applieation to the registrars or secrotaries of the
| institutions, and, therefore, we shall not occupy space by re-
printing them here.

Presuming then that one of thess preliminary examingtions
is passed, what is the student’s next step? He must rogister
himself as a medical student at the office of the GENHERAL
Meprcar Couxoern, 3156, Oxford Street, W., and it is from the
date of this registration that his studentship begins, Thia
done, we should advise him, before entering a medieal school,
to spend a year or #0 as the pupil of some competent medical
| man, or in atfendance at some provincial hospital. By this
means he will obtain an ingight into many practical matters
which he will find of great use, and which it wonld be diffizult
for him to acquire afterwards, and when he does enter at a
medical sehool he will have some idea of what he is about ta
see and hear, This was the great advantage of the old ap-
prenticeship system, the total abolition of which we cannot but
rezard as a mistake. The length of the appronticeship might
have boen shortened, but it shonld not have baen done away
with altogether.

If the student intend to present himself for the University
of Liondon degrees, now will be the time for him to study for
and to pass the preliminary scientific examination. By doing

! this now he will ba loft freo to pursne puorely medical work

aftorwarda,

It may be a8 well to give here a list of seme of the principal
| provineial hospitals (withont medical schools), where students
| may advantageounsly spend a year or so bofore entering at a
| ragular medical colloge. Thoy ara as Iullawa;—l}u}*hygh_.rg
| General Infimary (150 beds), Devon and Exeter Hoapital (280
| bods), Royal Albort Hoapital, Davonport (218 beds), Sander-
land Infirmary (110 bods); Sonth Hants Infirmary, Southamp-
ton (100 beds), Radeliffe Infirmary, Oxford (161 bads), Norfolk
and Norwich Hospital (llﬁﬁ bads), Sussox County Hospital,
Brighton (165 bads), Hull General Infirmary (150 beds), Wol-
verbampton and South Staffordshire Genoral Hospital. (210
beds). At tho Iast-namod institation apecial nreangomonts
have boon made for training gentlomen about to enter the pro-
{eagion,

Thus far then for tho proliminary training of the student:
and if during this oarly poriod ho can obtain some knowledge
of anatomy, physiology, botany, and chemistry, so much the
better it will be for him, and 80 mueh the more will his HGrek
yoar's work be simplified.





























































