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the most defective house property in that borough. The late
Mr. Peabody’s large bequest of 500,0007 for the improvement
and erection of industrial dwellings, by a judicious invest-
ment of the growing net revenue of the fund ought, in the next
fifty years, to go far towards providing industrial dwellings (of
the best character) for artisans and others requiring house
accommodation in London. There are in all parts of the king-
dom charity funds, to a very large amount, left by former
benefactors for many purposes which have become obsolete, or
even mischievous, which funds the Charity Commission mizht be
empowered to reappropriate to more useful purposes, especially
in the direction of providing improved cottage dwellings.

We now want a report or treatise, of an exact and statistical
character, setting forth with clearness and precision the finan-
cial, sanitary, and moral results of the more important industrial
dwelling undertakings in this country of the last fifteen years.
Financial, in order to bring to a practical test of profit and
loss, expenditure, undertaken in different parts of the country,
under ordinary or peculiar conditions. Sanitary, in order to
show that impn::»'.fm}j house accommodation means less sickness,
less mortality, healthier children, and higher wage-earning
power. Moral, in order to show that Better Dwellings mean
sober habits, accumulated savings, and an almost total absence
of offences against the law.

The first steps in sanitary progress are, as previously indi-
cated, special examinations and faithful reports; and then reme-
dial measures ought to follow. The inspections and reports in
England have (to some extent) been followed by works, and, at
the present time, * the Local Government Act (1858)” has been
adopted in some 700 places, and the number is being added to.
A sum of about 8,000,0001. sterling (exclusive of the metropolis)
has been expended on the various works provided for by the
powers of the Act, such as sewering, draining, water supply,
road and street improvements, &e.* To put the whole of
England in a similar sanitary state will cost about 50,000,0001.
in addition. In round numbers, from 27 to 5L. sterling per
head of the populations under the Act may have been ex-
pended. Large as these figures appear, when thus stated, the
expenditure has been (and will be) a relief and not a burden.
House property has been (and will be) increased in value, and,

. *This 8,000,000 I:?lprmntﬂ the PuBLic Dmnr; but, as private
mprovements are paid for by owners and occupiers, and, as a rule,
the private expenses of drains, closets, cisterns, pipes, and apparatus
cost about as much as the publie works, the expenditure on a&nit-aq:
works and apparatus has not been less than 16,00 L0001,
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