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in severe mental or bodily toil, falls innocuously on the
woman, who simply inverts the order of time, and rests while
others work, and works while others sleep. There is, and I
say it advisedly, nothing to kill them. As a rule, they are
not, with the exception of the slaves of brothel-keepers, much
given to dangerous intemperance. Such as they indulge in,
their healthy young frames, and long days of perfect rest,
enable them to meet and disregard with far greater impunity
than even an Irish labourer who must work all day.

Acton says, “I am led to believe, from the testimony of
all observers, that there is no class of women so exempt from
all general diseases, as prostitutes. They disappear, it is
true, from the streets after three or four years, but this is
neither the effect of disease nor suicide.”

Now, if there is one fact absolutely certain about the class,
it is that there are, to speak roughly, no old prostitutes.
A few, necessarily a very few, (comparatively, I mean,) take
to keeping houses of ill-fame, and are seen pacing the streets
with their younger victims. But, on the best testimony, be-
yond the age of 40 or so, there are practically no harlots.

There is nothing to kill them. And no hospital, nor
workhouse burial-list, nor dispensary, nor relieving-officers’
book, gives the smallest evidence that prostitutes, as prosti-
tutes, arc dying anywhere in any different way, or at any
different rate, or in any other way distinguishably, from the
general population. Think for a moment. Here are (we
will say) 80,000 of them, to take the estimate of 60 years
ago. According to the popular belief, in addition to the
general mortality of women, this 80,000 has to be destroyed
in the course of from four to seven years. Our clergy would
be overworked with burying alone, our graveyards would be
choked, and London would be more death-stricken than in
the plague. And this frightful mortality goes on with no
perceptible effect on the numbers of the female sex, although
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likely to bear children (shocking as it is, a material considera-
tion to some in selecting a wife ;) 5th, That many have saved
money, and literally work out their own salvation as milliners,
&e.; 6th, Others, certainly, but comparatively few, turn
brothel-keepers, and otherwise makea livelihood out of the trade
they have personally left; 7th, Some few emigrate ; and, 8thly,
The vast majority marry. The unceasing action of marriage
on prostitution, he considers as yearly increasing, attributing
every increase to the increase of prostitution itself from the
causes I shall presently mention, and above all from one of
them, the yearly increasing difficulty, nay almost impossi-
bility of early marriage in certain ranks of life,

His conelusion,—and, upon his and other men’s facts and
arguments, my own, and I think every one’s will be,—is
simply this, that the theoretical position of female honour is
confined to a comparatively small class of us. Among hun-
dreds of thousands, nay, millions of our people, it is a name
and nothing more—hardly that. And amongst our own
class, as the impossibility of marrying except late in life, be-
comes more and more manifest, the demand, and consequently
the supply of the material for the waste fires of youth and
strength is daily and yearly increasing; and with greater
and greater regularity is, after the battering and moral and
physical pollution of prostitution, re-absorbed into the female
community, thenceforth to compose no small portion of the
wives and mothers of the nation.

There is a very terrible problem for us to work out from
all this. 'We know the number of the female population.
We can approximate to the number of prostitutes. And this
number is to be entirely renewed every four years. What
proportion of our women necessarily pass through this phase
of life? 1T cannot venture to give the answer.

I have only glanced through the heads of this part of the
subject. To those who love to know the truth of a thing,
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own—do owe their ruin to the infamous lodging-houses,
where, to say no more, men and women and boys and girls
of all ages herd together in the same rooms and the same
beds, unclothed. No such thing, we are assured by Leon
Faucher, Richelot, and others, can or does exist abroad, and
they express unbounded astonishment at the supineness of a
government that allows to the pith and marrow of its people
the possibility of being so degraded and deteriorated. That
reproach, thank God, is not so keenly just as formerly.
But it must not be forgotten that the vile habits indulged in
in the lodging-house, are practised to a great extent in the
dwellings of the poor both in town and country. And an
Englishman’s house is his castle, so that I fear it is impos-
sible for the hand of power to act on this phase of the very
fruitful source of sin I am speaking of, otherwise than by
bettering the condition of the poor generally and improving
their dwellings. Thousands of lodging-houses have to be
purified and regulated yet, and tens of thousands of poor
families have to learn the danger of promiscuous herding of
the sexes, before this gate of ingress can be stopped.

2nd. Here I will mention, but shortly, a minor cause,
(alas, that it should be a minor one) of the prosperity of prosti-
tution. I mean, the want of occupation of our young men
after business hours. Satan finds some mischief still for idle
hands to do, and idle feet to walk into. What wonder is it
that the poor lad tired with driving a quill all day, or serving
behind a counter, or setting up type, and with only one room,
and that his bedroom, that he ecan eall his own, should wander
out for amusement 7 And what wonder that the casino, the
singing and dancing rooms, the publie-house, and, finally, the
brothel, should have many attractions for an empty head and
an unchanged heart / May the Young Men’s Associations,
of whatever name, and the cheap reading-rooms, and classes,
and lectures, prosper.
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8rd. The first cause I have mentioned, affects the low of
both sexes. I will instance next, one that affects poor females
especially. The few means of earning money honestly that
are open to women, and the low wages they receive. This
is so familiar a cause, that it need only be mentioned here.

~ Men do half the women’s work with us; women have very
little they can do, and there are very many to do it, and they
are delivered over to political economy, the laws of supply and
demand,—and prostitution.

4th. The foregoing are causes that account for a great
deal of the prostitution engendered among those to whom
daily bread is a matter of some anxiety. It is clear that
though a vast amount of evil arises, and is maintained among
these, much is caunsed by the idle passion, or deliberate
villainy of the ¢ superior classes” as they are called. It is
certain that the most dangerous and offensive; and, it is
more than probable, that the most ewtensive form of prosti-
tution is that caused and supported by a class of men, who
are above most of their vietims in station, such as clerks of all
grades, the professions, and so on, up to members of parli-
ament and peers, The causes that affect these, our class,
the middle class especially, in their contribution to the general
abomination, are those I would next note.

And first and foremost I place the increasing difficulty, or
rather impossibility, of marriage. Not to labourers, mind,
nor to humble artizans, nor to soldiers and sailors; but to
that vast army who call themselves gentlemen, the most
dangerously fascinating, be it remembered, of all, to the girls
just below them. I have read, as hundreds have, the recent
discussions on this subject in the public prints, and have been
bitterly grieved to see and to hear, what I believe to be so
awfully serious a subject treated in so light and idle a tone.
It seems to me only too clear a proof that the rapid increase
of the wickedness is telling more and more on the moral sense
of the community.
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~ Some philosopher has remarked, with an appreciable
quantity of truth, that all evil is only exaggerated or distorted
good, and that the better the good, the worse the evil. I
think the rule is true here. 'We know that the lawful love of
man for woman, and woman for man, is the best and holiest
affection in our nature, as it is the oldest; arecord or remem-
brance, as it were, of Paradise-happiness, a sign of what was-
before the first thrill of maternal love even had ever been ex-
perienced: and not only of what was, but of what will be,—the
emblem selected by the Holy Spirit as the only appropriate
one to set forth the mystical union of Christ with His saved
and sanctified Church.

We have forbidden this blessing to exist for ourselves and
our fellows, unless within certain stringent limits, yearly
drawn closer, and enclosing a narrower field. Outside that
field its place is usurped, as was to be expected, by a ghastly
and destructive phantom of it. We forbid a wife, except to
very few gentlemen, and to the very many gentlemen, the
harlot has taken her place. Thousands of legal and medical
students, and the junior members in both professions are
living in sin, more or less systematic. To a great extent it
is they and their fellows in other professions and trades, who, I
firmly belicve, pay and keep going the harlotry that meets us
in the streets of London, flaunting and defiant. And I be-
lieve, that dared they marry without losing caste, many (no
one can even guess how many) would, and leave their sin.

This is stated on good authority, that many and more each
year, marry the partners of their guilt as life goes on, and
no probability of the house in May Fair and the footman and
the brougham appears, and they begin to feel the love and
faithfulness which some even of the lost ones shew. Mes-
alliances, as they are called, are yearly commoner. I know of
several myself, some contracted with the lowest of the low,
by men of good family and good abilities, Our harlots exist
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the worst places in which it is possible for a boy to be initi-
ated into the secrets of coming passions, coming luzuries,
and coming dangers.

I must not forget to mention the deficient character of
the general education bestowed upon our girls in worldly
matters. In national and other schools they are taught
needlework, rcading, and writing, and sometimes smatterings
of sciences and accomplishments utterly useless to them.
The aim, and it sueceeds, is apparently to provide milliners
with assistants a little above and discontented with their
situation, And what more dangerous eondition can a girl
be in? Housewifery,—what makes good wives and mothers,
we are informed they leave school very ignorant of. It is
very hard to find good household servants. And milliners so
swarm, that they starve and crush each other.

6th. Again, I think one material cause, not of prostitution,
but of the fearful height to which it has grown among us, is our
own wilful and determinate ignorance, or rather ignoring of it,

It really seems as if, in spite of our own knowledge, and
our own sometimes grievous experience, we thought that the
generation rising among us, had been born either without
passions, or with powers of regulating and controlling them,
utterly different from the feeble ones we remember, if not
quite superhuman. I believe and know that fathers and
mothers pray in secret and with tears, that God would keep
their boys and girls from the snares of an evil and corrupt
world. But why in public do they ignore those snares, doing
nothing to destroy them, and never enquiring how wide, how
dangerous they are. Why does society act only as the
avenger, not the preventer, of this particular evil. I know it
is foul to touch, and miserable and sickening to speak of,
never more than now ; so much the more reason for putting
false delicacy aside, and speaking of it, and acting against
it, as it ig, hideous, vile, and enormous.
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no punishment from men, nor is their maintenance, nor are
their unblushing excesses, while virtuous women are jealously
watched, hard worked, and underpaid; once fallen, and
struggling up again, they are struck back remorselessly as
the vilest criminals. But once hopelessly and resolutely
vicious and immodest, they enter a new world, and have a
license and a consideration they never knew before.

The legal provisions of our statute book regarding prosti-
tution can hardly be stated in a paper like this, short and in-
sufficient though they are. The Metropolitan Police Act
mentions it once or twice along with furious driving, bill-
sticking, horn-blowing, obstructing footways, and so forth.
A few other Acts provide partially for it, and for some allied
evils, disorderly houses, indecent behaviour, fraudulent defile-
ment of girls under 21, ete. And such police provisions as do
really apply to the public exhibition of immorality are rendered
useless by the refusal of the magistrates to enforce them
against one, and not all, on the dubious word, moreover, of a
common constable. |

Whatever, and however good, the cause at present, the fact-
is that the most open and shocking exhibitions of prostitution
are, among us, attended with perfect impunity. Immoral
foreigners are shocked at the diabolical orgies of the Hay-
market, the sights and sounds of Portland-place, and the
abominations of the Parks. And, worst of all, the procuring
of seduction or prostitution is, really, quite unpunished, and
unpunishable.

There is a class of persons among us, to the number, I read,
of 4,000, whose trade and business is to procure the regular
supply of loose women for the London market by any means.
And if they keep out of the letter of the Act for preventing
the defilement of girls under a certain age, T know of no
means by which they can practically be cither prevented or
punished.
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this special disease, is one chief reason why other ailments
tell on them with such fatal energy, and double and treble
the mortality in bodies of men, picked for health, and per-
petually weeded—as the late Report of the Army Commission
has lately startled and appalled the country by announcing. I
may state, however, that from 1830 to 1847 from 181 to
206 per 1,000 men were annually diseased, or as Dr. Gordon
calculates, 1-5th of the whole effective force of the country
ave annually in hospital for 22 days from special disease.

More serious, I think, than this, the immediate and natural
consequence of breaking the law of God, is the mental dete-
rioration caused thereby. I believe medical men agree that
habitual impurity is one of the most fatal hindrances possible
te mental power of any sort. Whether the manifestly in-
creasing emptiness and frivolity of our literature, or the
greater and greater shallowness of our learning, are in any
way attributable to this cause, I hardly like to say dogmati-
cally. But I do think I perceive, and clearly, that the class
of men most deeply dyed with this vice are, with some great
exceptions of course, increasingly feeble, and increasingly ig- *
norant. And the floods of trashy green novels that our
bookstalls teem with are certainly the appropriate food for
enervated and defiled brains. That the bodies and minds of
the miserable women are none the better, either in them-
selves or in their offspring (when they have any) for their
course of life, I need not stay to argue.

But both these effects sink into insignificance before the
last and worst—the spiritual. We see our congregations
more and more composed of women. We see none but
women around the communion table. Vulgar infidelity and
blasphemy may be no worse than formerly, but that quiet
deadness, and indolent fatalism, of which all complain in our
young men, is a sign I believe, in multitudes of cases, that
they love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are
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orderly in the street, but cannot trouble him if he falls under
his own dining-room table, drunkenness is sanctioned by
government. It would be highly inexpedient, many excellent
and sensible persons think, to make every woman and house
of ill-fame in London take out a yearly certificate, and pro-
vide doctors to inspect them weekly. But this is a very dif-
ferent thing from prohibiting public solicitation, and enforcing
the prohibition ; from forbidding the disgraceful orgies, and
the open and unblushing parading of the harlot. A Holy-
well-street publisher’s private residence is secure from the
police magistrate’s warrant; but when he exposes obscene
prints, and filthy advertisements of filthy works for sale, this
dangerous publicity of his peculiar tastes is justly prevented,
and he is, not unjustly, punished.

‘With that part of this evil, then, that is aggressive, and
therefore dangerous to the community, the Legislature and the
Executive have equal right to deal, not in wrath, not in hostility,
but in mercy to the sinners and the sinned against. And here
I would most earnestly urge the claims of Refuges—(not
penitentiaries, or prisons, or mere hospitals—but Refuges for
the lost, such as those alluded to on the outside of these
sheets), on all who wish to act against prostitution, though
not against prostitutes.

Do not let our fallen sisters have it to say, that our attempts
to reform and provide for them, result only in a eruel hunting
of them hither and thither, stamping out houses of ill-fame
in one parish, and seeing them open in another, each parish
meanwhile wrangling with its neighbour, while good men are
disgusted, and lost and weary wanderers are embittered more
than ever against their would-be deliverers, whose efforts end
in practical persecution. Have the Refuge ready, open to all,
as open as His merey in whose name it would be established
and maintained, open to the worst and lowest and vilest, all
the more gladly that they are so;—and then work, thenlegislate.









