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ARGUMENT,

“ THgre are a discontent and disquietude which
have almost become chronic, and men have vague
and unintelligible yEArN1NGS for they know not what,

coming from they know not whence.”

These words were spoken by a learned and eminent
physician of souls from a public platform, in the year
of grace 1871. The morbid phenomena referred to
are treated by the writer, judging from no limited
experience and observation, as the evidences of a
moral disease, which formerly occurred only in
isolated cases, but of late years has been sedulously
propagated by benevolent persons, with the idea of
giving a wholesome stimulus to education, until it has
assumed the character of a wide-spread epidemic.

It will be seen by the  foot-note at page 25, how



Vi ARGUMENT.

strangely the connection between these phenomena
and an ‘exciting’ cause that suffices to account for
them, can be over-looked. The metrical form of
composition, it should be said, has been adopted in
these pages, with no higher pretension than that of
. the writer supposing it to be the most suitable to the
nature of the subject—whether correctly and wisely,
may be a matter for question. Still, it will doubtless
be a satisfaction to any intending enquirer within,
who proceeds thus far, to learn that, in the opinion
of more than one judicious critic, the rhymes at

least are * marvellously facile.”’*

Here the reader is invited to share in the inner
counsels of one who is choosing his life’s career with
the eager aspirations engendered by this course of
stimulation, follow him through the interfering
doubts and obstacles, and observe his final decision.
In this manner the question is brought to the test of
an every day’'s experience as to whether the desire for
office and distinction,if such be the understood meaning
of the vague word ¢ Ambition,"—a desire which from

its very nature can seldom be gratified—is the best

* See Note viil.
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motive for exertion to encourage in a society whose
welfare obviously requires the application of special
skill in a great diversity of callings. It is submitted
that there may be a mistake in that scheme of
progress,which studiously disparages some honourable
employments until the demand for workers exceeds
the supply, while others of greater social attractions,
but often more thorny and less profitable, are overrun

with applicants and competitors.

Also, with due reverence, a doubt is suggested
as to the perfection of a system of political economy,
which, in an empire like the British, passively accepts
as a normal necessity, the persistent obligation of
supporting within these islands more than a million
of poor, many of them able-bodied, at a yearly
charge on the rates alone of some twelve or thirteen
millions sterling.








































12 AMBITION’S DREAM.

See Poet’s fire—see Painter’s brand
Thrill the deep heartstrings of the land
When Valour’s famous deeds are dressed
In form and life at their behest !

Aye, the distinguished part they play

Is like the courtier’s, in the ray

Of borrowed splendour, and the rage

Of genius burning in their page,

But tribute of the vassal, Brain,

Lar g

To nerve enthroned as Suzerain !

Be this thy cue then, spirit mine,
In strife to compass thy design !
My lot is humble, and the creed
Learnt from my pastor, 1s to feed
My aspirations with the trust
In heavenly fruit when I am dust.
That teaching, sooth, was strangely blent !
Good pastor!—whiles he preached content
With one’s allotted station—still

3 See Note TIT,










































26 AMBITION’S DREAM.

For me, who sour discontent,

Fumes, leaden heartaches, naught anent,

This front of Sparta though beneath

Gnaw penury with vulpine teeth,

This need to live—(what ho ! Jack Cade

Thou turned Jack Sheppard for a trade !)—
Would medicine—excuse my aim

To trace how wealth, position, fame,

Succeed in England’s blamed estate

For those who Work—and shall Arrorp To Warr.

Cold lieth Fame if feathered nest

Woo not her weary wing to rest!

herd’ whom we heard complaining three years before, that the
sheep were infected with a * discontent and disquietude which
have almost'become chronic — that they have vague and un-
intelligible yearnings for they know not what, coming from
they know not whence!” Let us consider that of these offices,
one is for life, and that both require great abilities, a special
and costly training, long experience, and an incalculable luck
for their attainment, and then think of the probable effect of
setting them up as objects of ambition before many thousands

of sechoolboys every year,
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The lesson hot delusion spurns,

That those who buy and those who sell
In understood ecommunion dwell,

And worse the new-come shopman fares
The more impalpable his wares—

That though Self-help’s a trusty reed
If rightly used, "twill seldom lead

To heights above the level corn

Unless a quiet serip be borne,

Stuffed with a supplemental store

Of interest or minted ore.

Each client has his lawyer, each
Well-guarded home its favoured leech,
With printed notice ere he swerve—

‘ No poaching on our strict preserve.’
’Tis shame to ery—he cannot show

His inward gc;nds—-then who can know !
‘Who shall dare name the winning horse
From hoof that never tried the course,
Or how an actor’s merit gauge

Whose walk is hid beyond the stage.












32 AMBITION'S DREAM,

Thou lubber Sense ! dost reckon ort
That in Youth’s voyage from the port
Of Home, across the barren main
That stretches to his castled Spain,
The skiff no less demands her due

Of victuals to sustain the crew!

Ah Genius ! thﬁug]::'thy radiance burn
With holiest flame in purest urn,

And heavenly light around 1t shed—
Bethink thee, 1t must still be fed!

2

Empyrean though, with angel choir
Dost match thy more than mortal lyre,
Scans thine ethereal psalter e’en

Through metre of prescribed routine.

Miscall not right Routine—a sway

This cosmie orb, yon stars obey !
























40 AMBITION’S DREAM.

Hawks its ear-captivating cry

Of man’s equality—thereby
Contending that the cultured great
No more deserve to legislate

Than thou, coarse tramp ! whose legal code
Is license on the private road.

If this be so, ’twixt A and B

What choice or preference hath C?
Or why not C claim equally

The suffrages of A and B?

Why, when those Lights of Freedom throng,
That demonstrate the grievous wrong
Of kings and nobles, and deride
Distinctions taught by foolish pride,
Proceed they thence to organise

The class-machinery they despise—
Nay hear then—President, and Vice,
Council, Committee, Suffrage, Price
Levied in taxes! Aye to spare
Constraint of mounting by the stair—
The platform voted, and the stump,
More brief and ready stools to jump



























AMBITION’S DREAM. 49

So when the Northern Ahab yearned—
His Naboth’s port ’twas on—and turned
Where England, yearning grist to grind,
Her  hands’ in peaceful yarns entwined—
Though, mindful of her arms, a word
His wavering purpose had deterred,

That word, uncertain, frayed the chore
That ¢ drifted” to the Crimean shore.
So Peace for Office wove the feud—
Death damp—which Theodore indued.
While to each costly foible due,

And obvious, as we feel and rue,—
Ridden withal by Schedule D,

That old man treacherous of the sea,—
Grows, grows the DEsIT heavier weighed,
Why vaunt the feats of juggled trade
That with unheeded voice affirms

FAIR TRADE IS TRADE ON EQUAL TERMS,
Explode the new surprise, advance
Airisonant columns of Finance,

With Solvency—dissolving view—

Poor John to tantalize anew !
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Great Britain! art thou shrunk so small
That toys like these thy ¢talents’ thrall !
Doth this enchantment mark the stage
Decrepit, of thy doting age!

Ware! O ye rash! that gladly bray
Each mimic symptom of decay,

His halting gait, his drooping eye,

Nor, tempted by the seeming, try

Tricks knavish on the Lion’s jaw,

For never yet that slumbering claw

Such vengeful prowess owned as now,
Though clouds oppress his kingly brow
As with exuberant lhife, and strong—
The plethoric pulse betokening long

And generous use of this world’s goods—
O’er his misconstrued signs he broods,
And the vindictive aches aceruing

From quackish nostrum mischief-brewing,
Perverts to evidences sure,

Demanding still the peccant cure.
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Blest England !

Thou dost wear the gleam
Of every kind celestial beam.
Just are thy judgments, pure the fane
Thy tribes to hallowed use ordain,
Through streets of palaces they roam,
Where now the statue, now a dome
Regales the eye, or wandering slow
Mid whispering leaves, and flowers that glow
With Orient dyes, can scarce believe
The spot where Adam walked with Eve
Fairer than this.

And still my theme
Lingering as down a pleasant stream,
Thy hills descries, there crested high,
Cold shimmering in the azure sky,
Here rounded softly to the view
Enrobed in verdure’s emerald hue—
Thy groves recluse whose pensive charm
Allays the troubled soul’s alarm—
Thy fields altern of uberous wheat
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And herbage breathing odour sweet,
Where saucy herds deep challenge low,
And echo flocks their pinguid woe—
Joins concert many a feathered throat
Chorussed in wild ecstatic note—

Join vocal brooks that sinuous race,

Loath to desert so fair a place.

All these doth Panegyric’s lyre

Paint to the ear and bid admire.

1.
«Q faithful picture! Hail ceerulean skies,*

Arcadian swains, and tuneful Pan!”’ replies

# This digression, ending with the vindication of the climate
at page 56, is introduced here in consequence of some jocose re-
marks on the foregoing ‘¢ effusion” in the previous editions, A
high anthority tells us that the English winter is ¢ made up of
bluster and slush, with fog to heighten the effect, as the English
summer is proverbially three sunny days and a thunder storm.”
Not more complimentary is the Devonshire rhyme :

“ The West wind always brings cold weather,
The East wind wet and cold together,
The South wind surely brings us rain,
The North wind brings it back again.”
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My Ruskin with a smile—
““So conjures Yule his Palmland to beguile
Us twilight gropers in this misty isle,
But only for awhile,
Till eximus omnes ;—then do bitter night,
‘Warm wrap, and crush, and car of homeward flight,
~ Stir aggravated bile.

2.

“No clouds! was e’er ethereal Virtue seen
By poet’s ken, er mirrored on the screen,
But there they intravene ?

His lightning sweeps dark cloud encompassed
Jove—

Mid roseate clouds the Loves, the Fairies rove—
And verily, I ween

This proof at least of her immortal kin

Britannia doth right Tichbornely put 1in,

Adjournments brief between.”
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4,
Though Autumn list the reapers’ hone
' Grind its o’erlapping monotone,
Then wage the tempest, rent and cess

Weeping a prostrate wilderness ;—

S

O’er each Fa?uniﬁn month’s domain
Though Winter stretch his Boreal vane,
Like one we wot of Scandian birth

Whose pennon dominates the earth ;—

6.
Nathless the bud and leaf survive,
Flower, fruit, and corn in turn arnve,

And when the year’s account 1s cast,

We find—it all comes right at last!

With haggard form and scowling eye
Why slinketh Labour frequent by ?
Oh'! wherefore in the sound conveys
A bantering sense, the song of praise ?
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Symbols her isle’s completed stage
That baulks the toiler of his wage.

For him, for his, Improvement’s field
Whose guanoed culms luxuriant yield
The well-filled ear, green Bashans vied
With Anaks of bucolic pride—
Whatever tells of travail done,

Of prizes of perfection won,

Tells of some hardy tool supplanted,

Of answering might no longer wanted,
While still do mouths increase, and still
Grows thin the slice those mouths to fill.

Food, food! they crave, and clothes that warm !
Reply—* The suffrage’s Reform.”
Comes wolf athwart the door to glower,
Ambition cries, “ Put me in pnwér—
For hunger, cold, and every 1ll

LRI

The ballot is your sovereign pill.

* Ed. 1872.
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O’er many a verdured, garnered Rome.
Heave ho!”

Dominions, at thy quest,
‘Whose bournes are Oceans, East and West,
Exchange with thee—one only claim,
Their heirdom of thy cherished name

Enlinked in one Imperial zone

Begun and ended at one throne.

True, some, disdainful of disdain,

Secede, yet grander still remain.

Within their freehold’s wide expanse,
Staid Narrative outvies Romance

With tale of presents, heavenly-sent,
For treasure, use, and ornament.

How shoal the brine their pearly hosts!
What thousand harbours fringe their coasts !
What mines untold those picks explore
Of coal, and gold, and fabrile ore!

Broad rivers highway sea-like lakes,—
Hills, plains, and forests,—all that makes

Prosperity, their tide await !
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I.
Page 6.

In passing the gentence of death on two poisoners, who were
found guilty of the murder of a child by artful contrivances
intended to screen them from observation, the learned judge
(ﬂ:chiimld) said, that “ every artifice to which they had re-
gorted had proved the means of their conviction, and it would
be well if those who attempted to commit such erimes wounld
heed the warning that was continually proceeding from the
Criminal Courts, that the very means adopted by those who
attempt to commit crimes in secret were almost invariably the
means of their exposure.”— Dee. 23, 1873.

J1.
Page 11.

A seated statue of Dr. Jenner, the discoverer of vaccination,
was placed some years ago in Trafalgar Square, but was after-
wards removed to Kensington Gardens.

¢ Towards the close of the eighteenth century small-pox con-
tinued, notwithstanding every effort, to be the source of general
terror to mankind. The total deaths by small-pox throughout
England were estimated at forty-five thousand anunually. In-
oculation was practised almost universally among the higher
ranks of society, and the general impression was that every
individual born must expect, at some period of his life, to
become the subject of this loathsome and too often fatal
disorder.

¢« Such was the state of public opinion when, in the summer
of 1798, Dr. Jenner announced his discovery.”—Cye. of Pract.
Medicine.
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~ whether their chances of success and of consequent happiness—
the great aim of all pursuits—were likely to be better pro-
moted by their entering on a career of perpetual rivalry and con-
flict for the sake of distinetion than by their following a steady
and nseful course in barmony with the second great command-
ment—and the course, moreover, which they would expect
and be content to follow if they were not taught differently.
At all events it seems remarkable that a sentiment admired and
exalted by our wise men as constituting the very essence of
Homer’s poetry, should have been put by the author himself into
the mouth of a simpleton. The words literally are: Always to be
best and to be supreme over others, or,as Lord Derby renders
them, To aim at highest honours and surpass my comrades all.
They occur in the speech of Glancus in his dialogne with Diomed,
at the close of which the two warriors exchange presents in the
manner thus deseribed :
“Then Glaucus of his judgment Jove deprived,

His armour interchanging, gold for brass,
A hundred oxen’s worth for that of ten,””=— Derby.

Hence Glauci et Diomedis permutatio became a proverb among
the Romans to signify a fool’s barter,

Compare the above motto with that from an old surgical author
which attracts the eye of the students in the class-room of the
School of Medicine at Paris: Je fe pansai mais Dieu te guarit,

V.
Page 29.

The Professions.—It is eunrious to obseive the difference
among the professions with regard to the mode in which their
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services are remunerated. In the Church of England the eandi-
date for holy orders is required to produce a certificate from a
clergyman who undertakes to give him immediate employment,
and to continue to do so * until he is otherwise provided of some
ecclesiastical preferment.”—(Hook's Church Dictionary.) Cor-
respondingly—in the army and navy a commission earries with
it the right to a maintenance from the public purse. In law
and medicine, on the contrary, the members are thrown
entirely on their own resources for obtaining a livelihood—with
a difference however. Thus the law takes care to warn its aspi-
rants of the pecuniary problems that lie in their path. Admis-
sion, they are informed, is expensive. ¢ During studentship
between #£200 and £300 a year at least is required. .

A call to the bar costs £100, and even when admitted it is neces-
sary that a barrister should possess a private income of £300 or
£400 a year, as the chances of immediate employment are very
small,”” Such hints do not appear to be often included in the
advice given to the medical student, who, on the contrary, is
rather persuaded to enter the profession with the idea that skill
and industry are sufficient capital to ensure him a livelihood, and
in due time will raise him to a position of eminence. This might
be if there were not so many competitors—the result being a
cheapening of the value of medical services in the estimation of
the public, a low rate of payment in private practice, and the
paltriest conceivable standard for the salaries attached to pablic
appointments. In faet, such a vast amount of the best profes-
sional work is performed gratuitously by the physicians and sur-
geons of the numerous hospitals and dispensaries, that in devising
the ways and means of a medical charity the doctor is generally
left out of the calculation altogether. Hamlet is the one un-
paid actor in his own play. The cause of the depreciation is
supposed in the text to be overcrowding, partly from the
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remain ignorant of the great authors of ancient Greece and
Rome ? ¢ How is it possible,”” demands our classical reader,
“to follow Ceesar in his campaigns, or stand with Helen on
the battlements of Troy, without knowing Latin and Greek?”
With permission we reply with another question ;—*In what
language do you follow Moses through the wilderness, and
attend the Caliph in his midnight adventnres ? ”

Sir John Lubbock enquires, ¢ why Latin cannot be tanght
like any other language P We would repeat the question with
regard to both Greek and Latin. The former especially is
anything but *“dead,” and, according to Professor Blackie, is
very much the same now as it was in the days of Homer,
Latin may be ¢“dead” but it is a ¢ miserable language.”
Moreover, as the most learned scholar never hesitates to sub-
stitute the Roman or Italic letter for the Greek when it suits
his convenience, one might go so far as to ask why this should
not become the general practice? The adoption of the same
printed character by all nations wounld probably be the most
efficient step towards the employment of a universal language.

CLASS DISTINCTIONS.
Page 40.

“and deride
Distinctions taught by foolish pride’’

The great question of the classification of society is not to be
solved by attributing the severance of the classes to mere pride.
The only real bond of union between men is sympathy, whether
in tastes or in antecedents. Just as the sympathy between
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men of different nations is incomplete on account of the diffe-
rence of their national traditions, so the sympathy between
men of different ranks or professions fails to be very thorough
owing to the presence of certain ground—so to speak—of their
mutual experiences, which is a ferra incognita to one another.
The leveller who accuses class-pride of being the cause of
class-severance looks therefore from one and an nnimportant
stand-point. The poor man has a worthy pride which prevents
him from accepting the patronage of the rich, or from forcing
his way into the rich man’s privacy; but this pride, instead of
being hostile, is merely a noble form of self-respect. The
existence of this feeling, and the presence in a community of
various professions with their different antecedents and sympa-
thies, render the existence of class-distinetion inevitable, and in
no sense of the term an evil. In a word—it is a mutual line
of demarcation, and not a barrier of exclusion.

A parallel may be obtained from the attempt made to amal-
gamate the African and Caucasian races—an attempt which
has utterly failed, notwithstanding much exertion. Nature
placed these races in different climates, and under different
circumstances—and the intentions of the Creator, as far as
they can be ascertained, are not to be baffled by the schemes
of men. At the same time there is nothing to prevent different
races from living in harmony under the same government, any
more than different classes. If the white man claims superiority
to the negro in cold climates, so may the negro pay back the
compliment with interest in the tropical realm where he
flourishes in full vigour, while the white intruder soon dwindles
and dies.
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men of different nations is incomplete on account of the diffe-
rence of their national traditions, so the sympathy between
men of different ranks or professions fails to be very thorough
owing to the presence of certain ground—so to spesk—of their
mutual experiences, which is a terra incognita to one another.
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class-severance looks therefore from one and an unimportaut
stand-point. The poor man has a worthy pride which prevents
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no sense of the term an evil, In aword—it iz a mutual line
of demarcation, and not a barrier of exclusion.
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gamate the African and Caucasian races—an attempt which
has utterly failed, notwithstanding much exertion, Nature
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circumstances—and the intentions of the Creator, as far as
they can be ascertained, are not to be baffled by the schemes
of men. At the same time there is nothing to prevent different
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to the negro in cold climates, so may the negro pay back the
compliment with interest in the tropical realm where he
flourishes in full vigour, while the white intruder soon dwindles
and dies.
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YHI.
Page 46.

This line, with a short note appended to it in the former
edition, has given rise to the following correspondence in
“* NoTEsS AND QUERIES,” August 1870.

“ RErorM, RETRENCHMENT, PEACE.”—Will you kindly inform
me by whom and on what occasion these words were first used
as a party ery? The author of Ambition’s Dream (entitled
“ a poem,” but more properly, I think, what a reviewer calls a
politico-social essay done into marvellously facile rhyme) refers
them to the date of the first Reform Bill in 1832. I have a dim
recollection of hearing them attributed to the late Earl Grey in
a conference with William IV., but cannot lay my hand on a

printed authority, and should be glad of a reference.
Orrn.

‘‘ RErorM, RETRENCHMENT, PEACE” (4th 8. vi. 113.)—These
words are somewhat injuriously termed a * party ery.”” They
refer, not exactly to ‘‘the date of the Reform Bill of 1832,”
but to the ministry of Earl Gréy on coming into office in 1830.
I believe OLiy is substantially right, that Lord Grey laid them
down as the bases on which he was prepared to accept office
in a conference with William IV.in that year, and I well re-
member seeing them inscribed on a banner presented to Lord
Althorp, at Althorp, by the Northampton people about that time.

They may be often seen illustrated in the celebrated col-
lection of political drawings signed * H. B.” and drawn by the
late Colonel Doyle, father of the inimitable Richard Doyle, late

of Punch, &e.
One among them represents a dialogue between Lord Grey
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spirit and capacity of a government. At the general election in
1874 a somewhat similar statement appears to have been brought
to Mr. Gladstone’s notice, when he endeavoured to reconcile it
with the profession of the ¢ Reform » party® that they are the
““ economical * party. While admitting an increase of the expen-
diture in the forty years between 1830 and 1870 of some 45 per
cent., he pointed out that between 1790 and 1830—a period of
about forty years before the Reform Bill of 1832, there had
been an increase in the expenditure of nearly 200 per cenf. This
result he bronght about by mixing up the war with the peace
expenditure, Assuming the figures to be correct, the question
remains whether the great statesman is justified in regarding
the chapters of war between 1790 and 1816 as belonging to party
history.

In comparing the management of the finances before and after
the passing of the Reform Bill, it would be more satisfactory to
select periods which express similar conditions. And it affords no
explanation of the expenditure of a period ending in 1870, to say
that ** at this moment (1874) we are paying two and a half mil-
lions for the education of the people.” The causes which led to the
financial malady of Lord Melbourne’s time, when ‘¢ Doctor "’ Peel
was called in and prescribed the Income tax, to the intense relief
of the almost despairing patient ;—the policy which invited ag-
gression by professing the doctrine of non-resistance;—are examples
of the sort of evidence which in the long run determines a free

and wise people in the choice of its rulers.

® Speech at New Cross on February 2, 1874,
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FREE TRADE.

“ Fair trade is trade on equal terms ”’—Page 49.

Parliamentary Reform and Free Trade eclaim the credit of the
recent national prosperity. Free Trade means primarily ¢ trade
free from restrictions,”” but in British practice it lias become a
system with an undefinable name, in defence of which Mr. Cobden
was reduced to quoting Byron’s conceit that * a party has a right
to fix the pronunciation of his ownname.”’—(Speeches of Richard
Cobden.)

The proof of the soundness of the claim made as above is not
unlike that of the philosopher who had a pleasant theory that he
had made the world., When asked for his demonstration he
replied, ¢* There is the world: let it speak for itselt!”” That the
share of Reform in our national prosperity was not very great
nor very apparent was shown by Mr. Cobden himself, who, nearly
ten years after the passing of the Reform Bill of 1832, adduced
a mass of evidence to prove that * the condition of Her Majesty’s
subjects has deteriorated wofully within the last ten years, and
more especially so within the three years last past. (1841.)” Nor
is it Parliamentary Reform which has given us that gracious
influence from the Throne which has purified the moral atmo-
sphere since the days of George IV.; nor—again—can it claim
any credit for the sanitary discipline which began with the
threatened invasion of Sulfen Cholera in 1831.

1t Reform has litlle reason for its boast,—what share has Free
Trade had in the development of the national wealth ? In the first
place, how has it fulfilled the promises made for it by its spon-
sors ? The abolition of the Custom-house and a time of endless
peace were to be among its consequences. And yet wars have
been more general than in the days even of the French Revolution :
and standing armies have never been so large. The Custom-
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liouse, also, bids fair to be immortal; for dircet taxation is so
unpopular that its abolition in the case of the Income tax is one
of the favourite election cries.

Dispassionate enquiry perhaps will show that the connection be-
tween Free Trade and the subsequent national prosperity is a very
clear instance of post hoe, non propter hoe. The gold discoveries in
California and Australia happened most opportunely for the credit
of Free Trade. A sudden rise of new communities demanding our
manufactures—a general increase in travelling—the development
of steam and electricity—and, in short, the stimulus given to all
indostries through the increased ecirculation of money—com-
bined to refute the gloomy forebodings of the British farmer ; but
at the same time they made the conditions of the problem entirely
different from what they were before the gold discoveries, and at
the date of the introduction of Free Trade into England. This
exceptional season has now passed, and we have leisure to take a
cool review of our position. Has the success of England tempted
other nations to adopt her trading creed, or has it even convinced
all the young communities which have sprung from her stock ?
As a matter of fact, almost every foreign country (excepting—to a
small extent—France and Germany) has become more devoted to
the protection of its native industries; and, indeed, England
encourages them so to act, by inviting them, after they supply
their own wants, to “ slaughier” the balance of their products in
her open and welcoming markets. The Free Trade which is not
reciprocated is not a fair trade. The Freuch are allowed to
fight Newfoundland unfairly by means of their fish bounties ;
and—in connection with the United States and Belginm—they
are enabled, by means of similar bounties, to cripple the West
Indies, and to injure the sugar refineries of the whole British
Empire. The West Indies have decayed under a system of Free
Trade, which welcomes slave-grown sugar from Cuba, but sternly
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forbids the employment of slave labour in British islands : —and
Canada, with her immense frontier, is bewildered in endeavouring
to reconcile the English Free Trade doctrine with the prosperity
of her native industries. She sees her artisans drawn away to
the adjacent States by high wages, and sending back to her their
handiwork to undersell her own within her own territory : and
yet she hesitates to * fly in the face of the mother-country™ by
adopting protection. In Australia—with its greater distance
from Downing Street, and comparative absence of the primitive
and loyal traditions which saturate the daily life of the Canadian
people—there appears to be nosuch delicacy. In a word, some of
the Colonies havealready realised, in effect, if not in principle, that
the advocates of Free Trade in the mother-country thought only
of England as apart from the Colonies (see Note X.), and had
chiefly in view the cotton trade of England proper, and her ex-
port to the United States of cotton manufactured goods.

But looking merely at England proper in connection with Free
Trade, have matters been completely prosperous and of rosy hue ?
Are there no industries suffering, and beginning to protest against
the unfair conditions which are consequent upon a want of recipro-
city ? The paper, sugar, and iron trades have already lifted up their

"voices; and as the cotton manufacturer of late sees his produc-
tions rivalled in his own shops by the carefully nurtured manu-
factures of the United States, even e may be whispering to him-
self the forbidden word “ Protection.” The tendency of events
is seemingly to replace Adam Smith on the throne from which
the dogmatic enthusiasm of Cobden temporarily displaced him.

Let us look now at the question of revenue. Spirits, wine,
tea, and tobacco supply almost all our revenue; the whole of the
other taxable articles yield no more than three and a half per
cent. of the total amount. Under the present system of Free

Irade, and bearing in mind the unmistakeable impaticnce of
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direct taxation in England, what would be the probable result of
the success of the Total Abstinence movement—in a country
where a revenue of thirty millions sterling is derived from the
consumption of alecoholic drinks? The relief to local taxation
would be great, but the means of replacing the gap in the Tmpe-
rial revenue are—to say the least—problematical.

These thoughts have occurred to the writer, after giving much
attention to the subject both in England and abroad, and they
are submitted to wiser people for what they are worth. It seems
to him, however, that the British Empire is large enough for all
the wants and trade of the population without their going—cap
in hand—to beg the custom of foreigners. In fact, the very
reverse system ought to prevail,—the foreigners coming to us.
In the West Indies, Canada, Australia, in all eclinates, there
are home fields for the investment of our surplus wealth, and the
employment of our surplus labour. Bui?., under the present
system of Free Trade, the West Indies languish,—other colonies
have to practice self-protection,—and all are more or less spell-
bound or contumacious, wherever its influence is a matter of much
importance. As for the employment of our surplus labour,—no
attempt is made to guide the constant stream of emigration into
the British Colonies, and the bone and sinew of Britain are seen
with indifference strengthening the industries, and adding to the
warlike capacity of other nations,

ON CLIMATE.

« And when the year's account is cast :
We find—it all comes right at last.”—Fage 96.

i It is not the frost that malkes cold,”” remarked a Colonial Dele-
gate more than half a century ago before & Committee of the
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House of Commons — referring to the effects of damp ecold.
Our forefathers, in fact, used to judge of the matter by their feel-
ings : and it is certain that the old Scandinavians, who sent their
emigrants to England and France, would have scorned the idea
of measuring how they ought to feel by litile tubes of mercury,—
though, for one instance, the thermometer at Stockholm ranges
between 26 degrees below zero in winter, and the almost
tropical heat of 96 degrees in summer, The climate, however,
is eminently favourable to health, and the snow affords great
facilities for travelling—as was found also by our troops in
Canada at the time of ¢ the Trent affair,”” after every plat-
form in Great Britian had rung with the tale of their expected
sufferings.

In our day philosophers seem inclined to lay down ecertain
degrees of heat and cold at which a climate should be favour-
able or detrimental to health :—instead of first consulting the
normal health of the inhabitants, and judging from thence. Surely
the story of Procrustes must have been invented as a satire
on this constant proclivity of men of science. Thus the Esqui-
maux, in the furthermost parts of America, are probably the
strongest of the human race, and the neighbouring Indian tribes
around and South of Hudson’s Bay are among the finest aborigines
known. The example of the Canadian fisherman and backwoods-
man—those A B’s of the ocean and forest—proves also that the
climate is especially favourable to the strength and longevity of
our people, when the system is adapted to it by education and
habit. But —this grand and fiuitful Canada, with its oc-
casional winter zeros—has it not also a ‘ glorious summer ?’' In
short—must the great British empire be finally broken up by
nagqing ?

It would be well with the dissatisfied inhabitants of countries
where heat or gold is at times trying, if they read the sentences
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with which Dickens consoled the many who grow] without ceasing
at the climate of England. “ A Paris winter,” he says, “is a vile
compound of cold, slush, damp, fog, and foul smells. A Brussels
one is all the preceding, plus sleet and storm. A German winter
is an affair of stoves, double windows, fur mantles, and foot
warmers, frozen fouutains,and no mail every second or third day.
Italy has a dozen climates. Milan, all rain and wind; Turin,
both in diminished degrees; Florence alternates between an Irish
January and a West Indian tornado ; Rome is Ireland with a Pon-
tine fever; and Naples is all that sun and wind can make it.”

X.
Page 61.

¢ VicToRIA NOSTRA, EMPRESS-QUEEN.” — This line was
written, though not in print, before it was proposed that Her
Majesty should take the title of Empress of India, and had no
particular reference to that portion of her dominions. In faet,
no sooner did the British sovereignty extend beyond the limits
of these islands than a more compreliensive designation became
necessary than that of the United Kingdom, and the word
“ Empire ”’ came into use. An unfortunate word perhaps, as
it conveys the idea of conquest- Nevertheless it seems to
follow naturally, notwithstanding the strong opposition to the
title, that the head of an Empire is an Emperor or an Empress.
As regards the relative dignity of the titles of King and
Emperor, considering that the Roman Emperors aspired to the
regal title, though they never ventured to assume it, the pre-
sumption is that in their estimation at least it was superior to
the other. The Rex, or Ruler, includes the Imperator or mili-
tary commander, but the converse proposition is not so
universal.
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There is, however, & highly-distinguished proper name, the
loose employment of which in certain different senses is in all
probability the origin of some unhappy chronic misunder-
standings and jealousies between different portions of the Empire
which are attributed to deeper and less avoidable causes.
As the question concerned is a delicate one we shall approach
it circumspectly. Suppose, we will say, that Ireland had been

chosen as the seat of the Imperial Government—that the

people there had got into the habit of speaking of Ireland one
moment as their otvn country, and the next as a synonyme
for the Empire—that they had become possessed with a
notion of their country being superior to England and Seotland
—that they were accustomed to speak of the Colonies as * our
possessions ”—¢ What wounld we say in England?’—What
would they say in the Colonies ?—Yet this is nothing more
than the usual practice in England, though with no better right
apparently than belongs to Ireland or Scotland, apart from
that which proceeds from their consent as her co-partners in
constituting the United Kingdom. Though it 18 common more-
over to speak of Ireland as & conquest of England, the writer’s
historical researches have failed to discover that the people of
England had much to do with that achievement in Henry the
Second’s reign. On the contrary, they were themselves at that
time groaning bitterly under their Horma.n tyrants, who made
their country a stepping-stone for crossing over and further
subjugating the Irish. Assuredly while the Celt was passing
through the fire, the Saxon was not dreaming happily on rose-
leaves. And again, in later days, when the Irish were being
trampled on by the iron heel of Cromwell, there were at least
as many people in England and Scotland who complained that
they were themselves not much better off.

Coming now to th2 colonist—it is understood that when he
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goes abroad, of course he carries with him his flag and his alle-
giance. While he is occupied in extending his Sovereign’'s
dominions, and opening up wider homes for his countrymen, is
it possible to believe that he is also going through the process
of becoming the subject of the cabman who carried him and his
future, and the sweep he tossed the parting penny to, on his
way to the dock? The absurdity of such a notion becomes
evident the moment it is put into words. Follow out this line
of reasoning and the conclusion is arrived at ;—first, that
England has no colonies except as a partner to the Union; and,
secondly, not even then ;—that no part of the empire is subject
to any other part, nor are the inhabitants of one part subject to
those of another part;—that all Her Majesty’s subjects are
equally free, while united together by the bond of a common
loyalty. The founders of the Colony and their descendants
walk the earth with as free a step as their brothers and
cousing who stay behind. Hence, when the Canadians were invited
not long since by a London journalist to ¢ take up their freedom
and go,” they were told to do an impossibility, for they could
not take up their freedom when they never laid it down. The
happy * colonising genius of England,” where does it exist,
except in that spirit of enterprise which carries you, O Briton !
abroad to make Britains of other lands while maintaining your
freedom of allegiance only o your Sovereign ?

We are thus brought gradually to meet the question above
indicated :—Whether, having regard to the great confusion
which arises from the want of a comprehensive name for the
whole Empire, it would not be a wise policy to supply the
deficiency ?



