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ANILINE AS A THERAPEUTIC AGENT.

As is well known, Professor Kremianski of Kharkoff has
for some years advocated the employment of aniline as an
inhalation in phthisis because of its great miecrobicidal
power. He continues to practise this method, as he says,
with considerable success, and has just published -a fresh
brochure on the subject in which he details an interesting
recent case in which it proved most beneficial, and he
describes a new and more convenient form of inhaler. His
methods have hitherto found but little general favour, it
having been stated by some obzervers that the inhalation of
aniline was very dangerous. Dr. Kremianski has, however,
always denied this, declaring that aniline, if pure, is practi-
cally non poisonous, and this view has been confirmed by
the researches of Professor Stilling of Strassburg, who has
just pablished an important work on the subject of aniline
colours a3 antiseptics and their employment in practice.
He finds that the most antiseptic of these colours is the
violet, which is known to miéroscopists as methyl violet.
A rolution of this of the strength of 1 in 1000 can be injected
under the skin of a guinea-pig to the amount of twenty
cubic centimetres, or more, without causing any hurt to the
animal. Half that quantity, however, if injected into the
peritoneal cavity proves fatal, the viscera, and especially
the kidneys, with the exception of the Malpighian corpuscles,
being coloured blue. A few drops of the solution instilled
into the eyes of rabbits coloured the conjunctiva, but left
the cornea—if this were uninjured—unaffected, the coloura-
tion disappearing the next day. Professor Stilling then
employed this solution with marked success for the treat-
ment of many eye and other diseases, including scrofulous
ulcers of the cornea, conjunctivitis, eczema of the lids,
parenchymatous keratitis, serous iritis, disseminated choroi-
ditis, sympathetic ophthalmia, whitlow, varicose ulcers of
the leg, &c. A pure form of methyl violet for surgical pur-

oses 18 now manufactured under the name of pyoktanin.
It is only right to add that Dr. Mauthner of Vienna has
just published a statement that he has been quite un-
successful in his trials of this substance in a number of eye
cases similar to those in which Professor Stilling has recorded
such admirable results.
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