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STATISTICS OF ONE THOUSAND CASES
IN OBSTETRICS.

Ix bringing before you the statistics of one thousand cases in
obstetrics, my aim is not to confirm or controvert the opinions
of others, nor to establish tenets opposed to reputed authori-
ties. I shall reason from the materials, which my own tables
supply, and not on arbitrary assumptions or conventional reti-
cences, accept the methods or embrace the conclusions of
established writers; mnor shall I blindly adopt the formula
founded on numerical data. My endeavour will be simply to
collate and to examine my own cases, adducing occasion-
ally the testimony of my friends; and from them to draw
lessons, which may be neither destitute of interest nor barren
of utility.

My own engagements only are tabulated; for it is evident
that, were I to include cases seen in the practice of others,
such introductions would spoil any produect as to the mean and
relative frequency of any particular class.

I have chosen a thousand cases on account of the numerical
facilities which such a number affords. °

Perfect accuracy of detail I have endeavoured to obtain ; but
when it is remembered that information has to be elicited
from other and in some cases unwilling witnesses, we must be
content with approximations to absolute truth. For example,
ascertaining a lady's age is not always an easy matter ; again,
the duration of labour cannot often be exactly ascertained:
when the question is asked, How long it is since labour began ?
the reply may be, some hours ; a few days; or, in some exten.
sive imaginations, ¥ the last three or four weeks”.

The poverty of correct obstetric statistics has been deplored
by a late writer in the Psychological Journal, in an article on
Puerperal Insanity. He says: “ The medical attendant, in the
majority cases, has no interest in keeping the statistics of his
practice with any accuracy.” If each member, however, of this
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