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strictly to the subjects of the causation and best
means of prevention of sickness, it would seem
evident that the people as a whole should have much
greater interests than the physicians have, and
should, not only cooperate, but should supply the
greater portion of the pecuniary means for such in-
vestigations. To a limited extent this is now done
in one State (Michigan), and in my opinion the best
interests of all will be subserved when it is done in
every State in the Union, and by all Governments
throughout the civilized world.

How can this be done? Perhaps as suggestive an
answer as I can give will be to state how one line of
such investigation s done in Michigan. In Michigan
the State Board of Health supplies to physicians in
different parts of the State printed blanks on postal
cards addressed to the office of the Board. The
blanks contain a list of the most common and most
important diseases. After the close of each week
each observer fills out and sends to the central
office a report of the sickness under his own obser-
vation as a practitioner. The investigation thus far
has been limited to the question of the presence or
prevalence of each of the important diseases; and it
is so planned and compiled as to give this informa-
tion quantitatively by months. (It would give it by
weeks if sufficient work were put into the compila-
tion to make it show for wecks instead of by months.)

The times of greatest and of least prevalence of
each disease being learned in this manner, a similar
method of investigation relative to the principal
meteorological conditions which prevail is carried on
by means of observers in different parts of the State,
who take and record tri-daily observations, and re-
port them to the office of the Staie Board of Health.
Tables are constructed showing the relations of each
important disease to each of the important meteoro-
logical conditions; and diagrams accurately drawn
to scale still more plainly show what those relations
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