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The Atmosphere ol the Salt-works. 145

works T had to wait for some minutes, before I could
discover any traces of this formation, whilst at a di-
stance from the works, it began m the first moment
so that the whole surface of the cup was covered within
two days. At the graduation-works it required four days
to produce the same quantity of carbonate of lime.
4.) Whilst the brine drops down through the high
thorn-walls, it does not only evaporate but it 1s also
reduced to dust by its falling on the brushs and 1s car-
ried away by the wind. The atmosphere about the
graduation-works is therefore saturated with the com-

ponent parts of the brine among which chloride of sodium

Fig 7.

naturally predominates. This fact is easily proved
by the aid of the microscope, that is, if we take
the atmospheric precipitate near to the graduation-
works on a sheet of glass. We then see crystals

of chloride of sodium, which have formed after the
10



146 Chapter 1V,

evaporation of the water, affording a most de-
lightful picture under the microscope, though they do
not mdeed lie so close together and do not reach the
size or present the richness of shadowing, that they
do, when a drop of brine has been evaporated upon
a glass -sheet. The fig. 7 above shows a collection

of erystals, as they will form out of a drop of brine *)

Fig. 8.

Fig. 8 gives a representation of a larger quantity
of crystals out of a drop of evaporated brine, as they
can be seen, lying side by side, with one view. To

obtain the same appearance from the meteoric

*) A 315-fold linear magnifying power has been used in all
these observations.






148 Chapter IV.

stal -cluster (a) in fig. 10 represents crystals of sal-

b b

amoniac, which have been formed by the combina-

Fig. 10.

tion of the evaporated chlorine with the ammonium
of the atmospheric air.

The content of common salt m the atmosphere
of the salt-works can rise during the hot season, when
the evaporation takes place quickly and a calm does
not prevail, to such a degree that we taste it easily
on our lips. In consequence of the reducing of the
brine to dust in its passage through the graduation-
works a considerable quantity of common salt is lost.
The daily loss at our salt-works is estimated at 2147

pounds, of which 1573 pounds are to be reckoned to

































