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fluid taken from a healthy man twelve hours after death, and
added to a drop of normal blood, produces marked crystallisa-
tion, although no organism can be detected in the fluid at
the time. Further, the condition of the patient at the time of
death also makes a great difference. Thus the blood of
persons dying from wasting and febrile diseases, even though
not crystallising during life, does so after death much more
quickly and readily than the blood of healthy persons dying
suddenly.

Crystallisation in Animals.—The tendency to erystallisation
of the hemoglobin in different animals of course varies greatly,
not only in health and when treated by the many and well-
known methods and reagents, but also in disease and when
observed after the method explained above. Thus, in the
mouse, wild and tame, at one end of the series, crystallisation
readily occurs in the unaltered drop of blood on a slide, as
explained above; in the field mouse it does so more slowly
and less fully, also in the rat; and in the hedgehog, mole,
guinea-pig, and rabbit it occurs with great difficulty when
treated thus, though easily obtainable from these animals by
treating the blood with reagents. In the dog there isno crystal-
lisation in health; and in the cat there is slight crystallisation
in a few corpuscles from the general circulation ; it is, how-
ever, well marked in blood taken from the splenic vein during
life, and less so in the hepatic vein; the animal, however,
was dying from chloroform poisening by inhalation ; but this
excess of crystallisation in the splenic vein points again to
the influence of the spleen pulp on the red corpuscles circulat-
ing in it. The larger domestic animals seem to resemble man
in the matter of crystallisation. Thus, in the sheep, though
absent in health, I have detected the change in the blood of
“rotten” sheep, also in cases of uterine inflammation after
lambing, and in cases of the peculiar wasting affection found
on cold undrained lands attended with destructive joint
changes; on the other hand, it was absent in a lamb and
sheep both dying suddenly from pericardial effusion or
“red water.” Although the crystals of hemoglobin appear-



























