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that he approached the real cause only when he spoke of
the atmosphere being ‘‘ polluted by the overcrowding of
the place, the exposure of the clothes, bedding,” ete., ete.

ith an almost inconceivable disregard for the statements
contained in his ‘‘ Report,” Dr. King now endeavours to
make it appear that Miguel Barbosa was not taken ill until
November!! In his Report, p. 6, he says, * Miguel Bar-
bosa informed me that ke was attacked with slight fever some
days after his comrades died at the Fort.”” (They died,
according to Dr. King, on the 20th and 21st September
respectively.) Dr. King nowhere in his ‘‘ Report” ques-
tions the accuracy of this information, Five years’ labour,
however, has enabled Dr. King to discover one mistake in
the answer of Barbosa to one of my questions, to the effect,
that when he left the house in Beira, he found Luis Briza
sick in_barracks, which is simply impossible, seeing that
Briza did not die until November 12th.

Does not Barbosa state to me, (Dr. M*‘William’s Report,
Q. 234 a.,) “I was still complaining when I went to the
barracks?”’ And Dr. King will hardly contend that he did
not go there until November. But i will not insult those
who have taken an interest in the Boa Vista epidemy by
recapitulating the overwhelming evidence against Dr.
King's ““new version’’ of Barbosa's illness. ghuulﬂ any,
however, have a doubt on the subject, I would refer them
to the evidence of John Jamieson, of Pedro Manoel, of
Silvester José Romess, of Joana Teixeira, of Senhor Car-
vahal, of Corporal da Cruz Silva, of Senhor Joao Baptista
and to that of the Correspondence in full of the Consul an
the late Mr. Macaulay.

The extracts that have been made by Dr. King and others
from the letters of Mr. Macaulay, would surely lead people
to infer that that gentleman considered the disease at Boa
Vista as of endemic origin. Other extracts, however, dispel
all idea that he had any such opinion regarding the real
cause of the disease. In his letter to the Earl of Aberdeen,
then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated at St.
Nicholas, Dec. 24, 1845, he says: * Judging after the
event, it is not difficult to see, that a different course of pro-
ceeding, on both sides, would have saved us from our pre-
sent troubles,’’ ** But this circumstance does not necessarily
imply, that in any particular quarter we are justified in
imputing blame, except so much as we may all equally
share for not having apprehended danger when (as it has
been already too plainly shown) it ought to have been
apprehended and provided against. Had the building’’ (at
the Fort) ** which was so long used as a fever hospital been
properly fumigated and purified prior to its re-occupation ;
and had the soldiers who were there seixed with fever been kept
(like the fever patients of the Eeclair) from all intercourse



















































