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CH.1.] ARISTOTLE ON THE VITAL PRINCIPLE. 59

every natural body partaking of life may be regarded
as an essence ; but then it is an essence in combination,
as has been said. And since the body is such a
combination, being possessed of life, it cannot be
Vital Principle; for as it is itself more truly subject
and matter, it cannot be among the subordinates of a
subject. It follows, then, that the Vital Principle
must be an essence, as being the form of a natural
body holding life @ potentiality ; but essence is a
reality,—the reality, that 1s, of a body such as has
been described. Now reality is, in the twofold signi-
fication, either of knowledge or of reflexion ; and that
it may be regarded as knowledge is manifest in that
sleep and watching co-exist as original properties, in
Vital Principle; and equally manifest that watching
18 analogous to reflexion upon knowledge, as that
sleep represents knowledge possessed but not em-
ployed. But knowledge pre-exists in the same indi-
vidual, and the Vital Principle is, therefore, the
original reality of a natural body endowed with life
in potentiality ; only this is to be understood of a
body which may be organised. Thus, the parts even
of plants are organs, but then they are organs which
are altogether simple, as the leaf is the covering of the
pericarp, and the pericarp of the fruit; and the roots
are analogous to the mouth, for both take in food.
If, then, there be any general expression for every
kind of Vital Principle, it may be set down as * the

























































78 ARISTOTLE ON THE [BE. 1L

reality. It is manifest, too, that Vital Principle is a
cause, in the sense of a final cause ; for as the mind
acts for some end, so does nature, and that end is her
aim ; and such an aim has the Vital Principle, by its
nature, in living bodies. Thus, all natural bodies,
those of animals as well as those of plants, are its
instruments, and are what they are for its purposes.
The term final cause has a twofold signification, as
it implies that for which, as well as that by which,
any result is obtained ; and Vital Principle is a final
cause, as that whence locomotion is derived, although
this vs a property which does not belong to all living
creatures. Change and growth, moreover, are depen-
dent upon Vital Principle; for sensation seems to be
a change of some kind, and whatever is sentient has
Vital Principle; and this applies equally to growth
and decay, for nothing grows or decays naturally
unless it be nourished, and nothing is nourished which
does not partake of life. Empedocles has not ex-
pressed himself happily upon this point, as, after other
observations, he adds that plants take growth down-
wards, where they strike root, from this being the
natural direction of earth, and wpwards, from this
being the natural direction of fire. Neither has he
clearly seized the import of the terms wpwards and
downwards, as they are not identical for all creatures,
or for the universe; for the head is to animals what
the roots are to plants, if we may speak of organs






































































































































































































































































CH. VIL.] ARISTOTLE ON THE VITAL PRINCIPLE. 165

to flee from or pursue after something; and percep-
tions of pain and pleasure emanate from the sentient
medium in its relation to good or evil, in so far as
things may be one or other. So actual flight from
something is identical with actual appetite, as the
fugitive impulse does not differ from the appetitive
stimulus, for they differ neither from one another nor
from the sentient medium ; and yet they do differ in
mode of being. Images belong, naturally, to the
thinking, as sensations do to the sentient principle ;
and as it may affirm or deny that anything is good
or bad, it bids to flee from or pursue after it. The
Vital Principle, therefore, never thinks without an
image; as the air has made the pupil what it is, the
pupil something else, and so with the hearing; but
the last term is one, as the mean, to which belong
several modes of being, is one.

It has already been said by what faculty the mind
discerns that sweet differs from hot, but yet it may be
spoken of again here. It is then an unit of some kind;
and an unit in the sense of a limit, for it is as an unit
and a limit in the relation, considered analogically and
numerically, which the unit bears to the limit. What
matters it, besides, whether our doubt is as to how
the faculty judges of things, generically, the same, or
opposite, as white and black ?

Let A=white be in relation to B=black, and let
C be to D as A4 is to B, and so reciprocally; if (', D be
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CH. IX.] ARISTOTLE ON THE VITAL PINCIPLE. 173

determining the sense in which we are to speak of
the parts of Vital Principle, and in settling how many
of them there may be. In one point of view, in fact,
the parts appear to be infinite in number and to com-
prise, not only those which some speak of as the
reasoning, passionate and appetitive, and others as the
rational and the irrational, but other parts also, which
by the distinctions employed in those classifications,
are brought into notice, and are more broadly distin-
guished from one another than are any of those to
which we have alluded. Those other parts are the
nutritive, which belongs to all plants and animals,
~and the sentient, which cannot readily be placed
among either rational or drrational parts; there is
the imaginative, besides, which differs in mode of
being from all the others, and yet it would be diffi-
cult to determine, amid the several parts of Vital
- Principle, with which of them it is identical, or from
which it differs. Besides these, there is the appeti-
tive part, which, whether considered abstractedly or
functionally, would seem to differ from all others,
and yet it would be absurd to separate it from them ;
for volition is present in the rational, as desire and
passion are in the irrational part, and if the Vital
- Principle be made up of these three, appetite must be
present in each of them.
~ But, to resume the more especial topic of this
chapter, what is that, let us ask, which confers upon














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































