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the peculiarity being that half an object only could be
seen at once, desire to keep the eyelids Glﬂﬂeg

3. The blood; a perceptible derangement of the
system, which could not without danger have been
carried further.”

It was afterwards discovered that a very copious
escape of albumen was going on in the urine, and as a
consequence a stage of great nervousness and debility
ensued. This continued for fwo years in spite of visits
to the sea-side and every other remedial measure that
he could think of himself, or that could be suggested
by a very able physician—Dr. Sutherland, then of
Leamington. At the end of this time it occurred to Dr.
Sharp to try a smaller dose of the poison itself, and he
took a few doses of the second trituration of Titantum
(the ten thousandth part of a grain). The albumen
&isapﬁe&red in a few days, and in an ineredibly short
time he was restored to his usual health. Neither before
this experiment, nor sinceit, has albumen been found
in the urine. The following letter will show what are
Dr. Sutherland’s recollections of this illness:—

“ Edinburgh, 17 June, 1891. My dear Friend, As
{nur— inquiry recalls to me your condition in 1856-7, I

ave thought it over. I found you at that time in a
very serious condition—weak ; reduced in flesh; and
evidently the victim of Bright’s disease, so far as
albuminuria is a sign of that ailment, and which was
abundant. 1 suggested Mercurius corrosivus. But I
had such an unfavorable opinion as to the probable
result that I hinted the danger to Mrs. Sharp. I have
on two occasions found albuminuria present under the
influence of mercury, and on both it disappeared on the
mercury being given up. It turned out in your case
that the Merc. corr. made no impression on the secretion
as to quantity or deficiency of density (on the usual
tests). The idea that you had brought on the ailment
by experimenting with Titanium was your own sugges-
tion, as well as the small doses which you so successfully
brought to bear upon this serious condition. I am, my
dear Friend, yours affectionately, J. S. Sutherland.”

It has been said already, but the value of these facts
is sufficient to justify its repetition, that it can scarcely
be thought possible for a law-fact of nature to be more
emphatically proved by a single experiment than is this—
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theories to spiders’ webs, as spun out of the brain of
man, but this simile inadequately expresses the differ-
ence ; a spider’s web is a real thing, and though spun
out of the substance of the spider, really exists as a
material object to be seen and touched ; as such it is a
fact; a theory is not a fact. Facts, to use a favourite
Scotch expression, are objective ; they exist quite inde-
pendently of our minds, and whether we think of them
or not. Natural facts are God’s work. We may take a
dose of Aconite, but having done this we have no further
power over it—that it goes to the heart and alters its
beating is quite independent of our will—it is the will
of God that is seen in this, and when we learn this
action of the drug upon the heart, we are learning from
God’s teaching, not from man’s. Theories are human
teaching and commonly erroneous. Facts are Divine
teaching and necessarily true; any error connected with
them must be in us and not in them.

6. Pains were taken in Essay XXVIII (1876) to show
that Facts are of two kinds—individual and general or
inductive, and the value of this distinetion has been felt
in all that has followed. It is also possible to look at
individual facts as of two kinds. It has been said in
the preceding paragraph that natural facts are Divine;
but there are also human facts—the work of man. The
dose of Aconite is an example of both—the taking it by
us is the human fact; its action on the heart is the
Divine fact. It is these latter facts that have been un-
tiringly pressed upon the attention of physicians, in the
hope that from them they will learn how to treat their
patients. This is being taught by an unerring Master.

7. This deserves to be looked at again. Individual
facts may be put into two classes—Divine and human.
You are taking a walk on some waste ground, you notice a
delicate plant about a foot high with pretty flowers half
yellow half white. You gather this plant, take it home
with you, bruise it, press the sap out of it, and mix this
with an equal quantity of alcohol, you let the insoluble
parts subside, and pour off the clear liquid. This clear
liquid will not ferment or be spoiled for some time, 1t 1s
the mother tincture of Wild Chamomile (Matricaria
Chamomilla). Surely, every one will see that the creation
and growth of the plant are God’s work, and may be called
Divine facts, and that all that you have done with it

























40

pendent of the dose, and was so taught by Hahnemann.
In pursuing this course a mistake was fallen into, since
discovered and explained in former Essays. The Law
of Similars of Homceopathy is now exchanged for the
Law of Contraries of Antipraxy. It will be noticed that
this mistake was originally fallen into by Hahnemann
himself, and that it has been perpetuated by his followers
ever since. Hahnemann was led to his conclusion by
the legitimate method of experiments with drugs on
healthy persons; he studied one thing at a time, and
arrived at ‘ similia similibus’ The next step was the
study of the comparative actions of different doses of
the same drug by a like experimental method. When
the time came for this step to be taken it was found
that though Hahnemann’s Principle refuses to say
anything about the Dose, the Dose has a great deal to
say about the Principle; for it distinctly declares that
‘like curing like’ is not true, and may safely be aban-
doned. Had Hahnemann taken this second step he
might have discovered the mistake.

21. This abandonment of the ¢ Law of Similars,’
necessitated by experiments with doses, is necessitated
also by the experiments reported in this Essay, in con-
nection with l'oxicology. In the early lssays it was
often pointed out that the principle of ¢ Similars’ could
not include ‘ the Same’—a drug was not to be expected
to cure the symptoms caused by itself; they must be
similar symptoms arising from some other canse—simile
is not idem. The experiments now made show that a
drug in its smaller doses is an Antidote to the mischief
it has domne in its larger doses. This is idem not
simile. On this ground also Hahnemann’s Principle 1s
condemned.

22. Notwithstanding the clearness of all this, there
are some who will say that there is still left a small
ghred of Homeeopathy in this, that a drug has a group
of larger doses which, when taken in health, cause
symptoms ‘ similar’ to those that the group of smaller
doses can cure. The reply is this:—The best remedy
of any drug lies in the action of a group of its smaller
doses. How can we learn what this curative action is?
In three ways: first, by experiments with them on
healthy persons, this is the best, the most reliable way ;
second, by experiments with them on the sick, this has
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