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ADDRESS.

A1 the Middlesex Sessions, October 30, 1810,
Benjamin Elliott, Elizabeth Anne Elliott, his wife,
and Sarah Bodkin, were tried on an indictment,
charging them with a conspiracy, the object of
which was, illegally to deprive Mary Daintree of
~ herliberty. Inone or two of the newspapers of the
next morning, a very incorrect account appeared
of the evidence delivered on this trial, and particu-
larly of that which I had been called on to give.

On these erroneous statements, reprehensive
observations were founded, and were published in
one of the newspapers of the following evening,
The censures which these conveyed, were echoed
and re-echoed, until my friends requested that they
should be seriously noticed. This I conceived by
no means to be necessary, trusting that no one
who knew me would give credit to my having
committed myself, by conduct so reprehensible as
that which had been imputed to me. At the end
of a fortnight, a letter on the same subject, too
contemptible and illiberal to be answered, appeared
in the same paper*.

* Asa charge of illiberality, although against an anony-
Mous writer, should be supported by evidence, the following
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This, however, occasioned a renewal of the in-
terference of my friends, who urged me to defend
myself; but I was loth to trouble myself with re-
sisting that which 1 believed could not injure.

The next attack was from a short lived medical
newspaper, The Apollo, and as I am informed,
with a considerable degree of contemptible malig-

_nity.  Of this, however, I do not speak on my

own knowledge, for, on endeavouring to obtain a
copy of the paper, the publication was found to
be stopped.  Still it did not appear to be neces-
sary to obtrude myself on the public on account
of these attacks.

passage is offered for this purpose, and, it is supposed, must

prove satisfactory. « Who are the partiesin that house ? (Mrs.

Burrowes’s house) whether the keeper there and those at
Bethnal-green, are not the same, so that they are enabled
to play into each other’s hands, and elude the inquirer after
lost persons, ot persons decoyed from the basest motives ?”’

I cannot help here observing, in justice to Mrs. Burrowes,
that I believe no other party has any concern in the house
which she keeps; that she has no connection with any other
house of the same description, that her character 1s unim-
peachable. , _

With equally good information, this writer observes, that
« he believes the visitors from the college of physicians have
hitherto done no services. There is one other person who
entertains, or did affect to entertain, similar notions with those
of this writer. Mr. Alley promised the jury on this trial,
that the business should not stop here, that however high
their situation, these gentlemen (the visitors) should be
tanght that they were not to wear their honours like useless

nodding plumes.
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and some exist which are the consequence of im-
perfections in the bill itself. ~ To point out these
evils, and to endeavour to trace them to their true
source, and to suggest means by which they may
be removed or lessened, are the objects of the pre-
sent attempt.

One of the most important regulations in thisact,
is that which is intended to prevent keepers of mad-
houses from receiving patients without having an
order, in writing, under the hand and scal of some
physician, surgeon, or apothecary. But it appears
doubtful, whether this clause, as at present worded,
yields that security which was expected from it,
owing to its admitting the validity of an order,
signed by any person,whose claim to be considered
a member of the medical profession rests only on
his designating himself an apothecary. Such per-
sons are not legally recognised as fit judges of the
maladies to which the human system is subject.
Those only can be, and, indeed, are so considered,
as have received such a professional education as
has enabled them to undergo the examination or-
dered by law, and have in consequence received
from those appointed to examine them, a regular
permission to exercise the duties of their profes-
s10M. i

How peculiarly competent a physician is to sign
the order here required, need not be pointed out;
and with respect to surgeons, it is only necessary
fo remark, that itis hardly possible, that one who
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their pliant servility to a superior, or their easy

yieldings to interested and well-managed impor-

tunities, they may be induced to term insane?

A decided negative to these questions must surely

be given after considering the possible, nay; the

probable consequences of such a permission.

~In places somewhat distant from the metropolis,

charactersof such a descriptionare most likely:tobe

found, and there are they enabled to occasion the

greatest injury.  For supposing that any person

of this description should improperly, but accord-

ing to the best of his judgment, and under cirevans

stances artfully contrived to secure his comphance,

grant a certificate of lunacy, the subject of that

certificate may directly be consigned to a mads

house ; and if the house to which ke 1s thas con-
signed should not be within seven miles of the me-

tropolis, or within the connty of Middlesex; the

k&éper_ of such house is not required to give notice

of the receipt of such person, but within fourteen

days. For a period of this length, therefore, a
person manifesting only an eccentricity of man-

ner, perhaps even the consequence of a superior
degree of intellect, may, from caprice, interested

motives, or illjudged timidity; be condemned to

the horrors of a mad-house, without an oppeortu-
nity, being cut off from all communications with
society, of claiming his release; and without a
chance of any of his relations or friends obfaining
information of the place of his concealment.
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excuse for admitting the case in the following quo-
tation from a former volume by the author of these
pages, that it seems to illustrate this part of the
subject, and serves to show, that the difficulty of
decision in cases of this nature, is such as ought
to induce the legislature to take the office from
those, of the competency of whose judgment they
have no pledge whatever,

“ A gentleman farmer was brought to a house for
the reception of lunatics, his friends grounding the
necessity of his confinement on his conducting his
affairs in such a manner as must soon bring him
to ruin.  On speaking to the patient, he said, if
his friends could state any circumstance which he
could not defend on principlesof reason and equity,
he would consent to be confined for the rest of his
days. He was then asked, Do you not give more
wages than other farmers f—Yes. Why do you?
Because I am of opinion that the standing wages
of labourers is much too small; and the neigh-
bouring farmers agree with me in that opinion, but
have not integrity enough to follow my example,
although they know their labourers to be almost
starving.  But have you not had it clearly demon-
strated to you, that this proceeding must terminate
in your ruin ?—Yes, but—a question in my turn,
Am I to be deemed a madman because 1 will not
save myself from ruin by starving a number of my
fellow-creatures 2 Well, but your friends say, that
you have thoughts of leaving your farm to your
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servants, and to make a tour over Scotland, setting
out with only a crown in your pocket. Is that a
rational intention?—Yes. I have certainly a right
to make what tour I please: it will be a more ra-
tional tour than your sparks of quality make, for
I go to inform myself of the agriculture of the
country I pass through. But you leave your farm
to the mercy of your servants.—So do other farm-
ers, and more madly than I should, since, by my
generosity, I have assured myself of the fidelity of
my servants. But was it not madness to think of
setting out on this excursion, with only a crown in
your pocket —So, extravagant generosity is first
brought as a proof of my madness, and, this failing,
you mean to prove it by my parsimony. But I can
explain this part of my conduct also. I know I
injure myself by the wages I pay, and therefore I
Judge I can spare but little for myself—so much
for my parsimony. But how is this crown to carry
you through:?—Thus—I shall take one of my
horses for the first thirty miles, and then travel on
foot the next twenty; and thus, with care, my
five shillings will carry me fifty miles from home.
Now the object of my journey is agricultural know-
ledge, and my wish is to obtain it as cheap as 1
can, therefore I will hire myself as a labourer until
I have got five shillings more, and then set off
again. I have got such recommendations as will
insure me employ and extra wages. In this man-
ner, I shall perform my tour; and get, perhaps, as
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itiuch useful knowlédge as will enable me to pay
my men their due without mcurring ruin.  Stag-
gered by the acuteness of these answers, the me-
dical gentleman was with difficulty induced to
sign the certificate of his lunacy, and, at last, did
it with that want of strong conviction which left it
a burden on his mind.

“In a little time all doubts however were re-
moved, he threw himself over thé ballustrades of
a staircase, although with but little injury. On
being asked what induced him to do this, he said,
that he long had it in intention, and had only
waited for God’s consént : that he, that morning,
hiad put a piece of paper on the frame of the win-
dow to ascertain whether his intention was ap-
proved. If the paper blew ontwards, he was to
infer he had permission; and, if mwards, not.—
Well, he was asked, did it blow outwards—No, he
answered, it remained where I placed it, from which
I concluded the answer was—I miglit do which I
liked, and therefote T threw myself down stairs.—
Let it be considered, that if, in the first instance,
the medical man had refused to certify him to be
a madman, aind any sefious mischief had followed,
thehéeaviest reproaches would have been heaped on
Hiwy, and 4 disinterested opinion, delivered accord:
itig to the best of his judgment, might have seri-
ously hart his professional character W
~But those who have seen, even but few, of the

* The Hospital Pupil. Page 124.
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the mode of treatment, in general adopted for mad-
men, might prove highly injurious.

Under derangements of the mind may be placed
many disorders differing materially from each other:
of these it is not necessary to notice here more
than madness; delirium; fatuity, or a general
failure of the faculties of the mind ; and a failure
of some, whilst others of the faculties are but little
impaired. The difficulties which here occur, arise
from this circumstance, that whilst cases may exist
of absolute insanity, which may not really require
confinement, there may also exist other cases, not
of actual madness, in which confinement will be in-
dispensably necessary.

Thus two gentlemen, both ornaments of society
and men of the most peaceful and amiable manners,
have assumed an idea so extravagant, as that the
termination of the present world will take place,
within a very short declared period: and have even

acted on thisidea, to the material injury of their in-
terests, and to the extent that would warrant their
being considered as madmen. But confinement
here, as a measure of caution against any personal
mischief, would be a most cruel injury; although
the restraint of thelaw might be employed to pre-
vent the improper disposal of their property.

[nstances have been given, in the work already
referred to, of puerperal women, and of patients in
fever and dysentery, having been most absurdly
brought in a state of delirium, to mad-houses,
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ing them by any name which first occurred to him,
making himself better understood by pointing or
by other appropriate signs: his judgment and rea-
son appearing to be unimpaired, whilst his lan-
guage and manner were exceedingly strange and
uncouth.

An aged gentlewoman suffered an extraordinary
chasm in her recollection. She appeared to have
totally forgotten the circumstances of her life which
had occurred within the last thirty years, but re-
collected strongly the events before that period.
Hence a considerable agitation of her mind was
frequently excited by her endeavours to connect
events of that distant period with circumstances
at present existing, not being at all aware of the
lapse of the intervening period. Mr. J. Hunter
used to mention in his lectures the case of a gen-
tleman,who, besides referring the circumstances of
his early life to the present period, had so lost the
connection between his mind and body, that al-
though his mind would direct him what was to be
done in consequence of certain impressions, and
would direct him rightly as to the part affected by
them, he constantly referred them to some one
else. Thus he would tell his nurse and the by-
standers that he was sure they were hungry or dry,
but upon offering him food or drink, it appeared
plainly, by his eagerness, that the idea had arisen
from a sense of hunger or thirst in his own stomach,
He had a violent cough, but after it had ceased,
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insanity from the patient himself, is frequently ex-

~ tremely difficult, and always most so in those cases,

in which method is blended with madness; and
where the patient is suspicious that his confine-
ment is intended. It is a circumstance of fre-
quent occurrence, that a patient shall be able dur-
ing a period of examination, to repress his extra-
vagancies, and immediately after give them their
full play, and exult at the success of his manage-
ment. .

A lunatic having committed in his own house
several acts of violence, the family obtained a po-
lice officer from a neighbouring office to restrain
him until the keeper from the mad-house arrived.
When the keeper came, he inquired particularly
how he should know the patient, on his first enter-
ing the room, that he might immediately secure
him with the waistcoat, to prevent any dangerous
struggle. He wastold that he had on a brown coat,
and that he would know him by his raving. He
therefore glided into the room, where the police
officer, who also had a brown coat on, sat with his
back towards the door, remonstrating with the pa-
tient, who on seeing the keeper enter, with the
waistcoat in his hand, became immediately calm,
and with a wink and nod, so completely misled
the keeper, that in half a minute the police officer
in spite of his resistance, was completely invested
with the strait jacket, the patient manifesting his
enjoyment of the trick by a violent burstoflanghter.
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heart, and turned round with a maniacal indiffer-
ence to take his meal with the bloody knife*.

A case has been just related, in which the writer
of these pages signed the certificate only on the
evidence of the relations of the patient. Cases
requiring similar conduct are perpetually occur-
ring; in which, if medical men refuse to perform
thie unpleasant part of their duty, until the pa-
tients themselves yield to them evidence of the
necessity, that cunning which madmen frequently
employ, may protract the decision until. some
dreadful mischief shall too plainly evince the dan-
ger of delay i these cases. i

The situation of even the most acute and intel-
ligent of the profession, may in some of these cases
be exceedingly unpleasant. The relations of the
patient declare bis malady to be such, that they
know he is meditating mischief of a most serious
nature, and they adduce satisfactory instances of
his insanity ; but on examination of the patient
himself, nothing is discoverable but a somewhat
strange and peculiar manner, bat not one decided
mark of madness. What can a medical man do
in this case? he may be deceived by the relations,
their evidence is not given on oath; and be may

% In Mr. Haslam’s excellent ohservations on madness, is
4 most interesting case, in which the madman most r.:_aiafuﬂp
restrained himself trom extrayagancies of conduct for a con-
siderable time, until he had, by his cunning, deceived his
keepers, and produced the opportunity of effecting his long
and deeply planned revenge.
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I must here take the liberty of introducing one
more passage from the work already referred to,
as illustrative of the difficulties which may occur,
with respect to those who impair their intellects
by intoxication. : '

« But this is not the whole of the disagreeable
office with which the law has invested you—I1 do
not mean to say wantonly, far from it ; for I know
and feel the difficulty which the legislature has
here to meet. It renders, however, every medical
man, as it were a Cusfos morum, an office which
1 will venture to assert, few would have the pre-
sumption to assume, but from the mischiefs which
might follow their refusal to act, whilst the law is
so imperfect in these particular cases. The cases
to which I here allude, are those where the aliena-
tions of judgment are the consequences of the
abuse of spirituous liquors. A great law authority
has, I understood, asserted, that any person who
is disposed, when intoxicated, to aim at the life of
another, and who will not refrain from intoxica-
tion, ought to be confined. In this observation
every rational person must, I think, concar; but
still, as drunkenness and madness are essentially
different, the medical man, who would certify such
a person to be a madman, would go beyond his
opinion ; and would act his own wrong for the
public good. But althou gh drunkenness and mad-
ness are, in themselves, essentially different, it must
be considered, that repeated intoxication maust so
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required to be signed? Where the patient is said
to be dangerous, but the disease is only apparent,
might not his continuance under confinement be
allowed for twenty-four hours, to allow of further
examination, and an opinion of higher authority,
before signing the order ? |
But assuming that a patient is regularly re-
ceived into a house of this description, what
means of assurance does the act offer, that he shall
obtain his liberty as soon as his recovery shall be
completed, and that he shall not be detained from
any improper motives of his relatives, or of his
keeper ? The only answerthat can be here offered, is
that the act obliges the visitation of the commis-
sioners once, at least, in every year, and at times
of which no notice is given tothe keepers of these
houses, But cases frequently occur, in which the
necessnt}r of Cnnﬁnement exists but for a few days.
Thus the author of a French poem, of considerable
merit,. was attacked just before the completion of
hislabours,with a fit of themost vehement madness,
or rather perhaps delirium, which, on the employ-
ment of coercion and of other proper manage-
ment, left him, in the course of three days, in the
perfect use of his mental faculties. Further con-
finement, here, it must be obvious, would have
been a most cruel infliction ; but there is no pro-
vision in the act of parliament, which would have
hindered its prolongation, at the will of any timid
or interested relation, to a very distressing extent.
It appears, therefore, to be necessary, that some
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request to be permitted to return to her family,
was joined a cunning forbearance from her usual
complaints, even the keeper of the house was de-
ceived, and was induced to write to her friends,
to request that a trial of her should be made.
This was done, and within a week her husband
awoke, in the middle of the night, and caught her
drawing a knife from beneath her pillow, with
which she meant to have destroyed him.

The question of the continuance or dismission
of a patient, is frequently as difficult, as it is im-
portant, to the patient and his friends, as well as to
his keeper. It may be said that the question
should then be determined by the keeper; but
the decision on the case of Mrs. Daintree® shows,
that such an opinion will not always in these cases
afford protection to the relatives. A clause there-
fore appears to be required in the act, which
should furnish an authorized arbitrator in these
cases, on the requisition of any of the parties: it
being remembered, that at present, none of the
parties concerned derive any new justification
from their being able to prove, that the persons so

" confined, have been sent to the mad-house by such

direction and advice as are required by this act;
but shall be obliged to justify their proceedings,
according to the course of common law, in the
same manner as if this act bad not been made.

A circumstance which is but little known re-

# See the annexed Correction of Statements, &c,
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but for a short time together, appear to be well,
I know him to be not so, and fear, that on his feel-
ing himself free from restraint, he will rapidly -be-
come worse.” Relations, who, though possessing
sense and fortitude sufficient to despise the chat-
tering of those around them, severely feel the
necessity either, of appearing to, perhaps, a beloved
and respected relative, as his inflexible persecutor,
or of fearfully shrinking from the performance of
an afflicting duty, are thus placed in a distressing
situation. | |

An obvious mode of proceeding here indeed
presents itself—a reference may be made to a phy-
sician, on whose opinion the decision may be
made ; but who is to nominate this physician? By
which ever party he is nominated, the other may
find objection to the appointment; and if another
should be called in, and a difference of opinion
sliould arise, what is then to be done:? It may be
said that a commission of lunacy may be obtained ;
but, independent of the expense of such a proceed-
ing, the case 1s assumed to be of such a kind, as to
render this mode improper, since the patient Is
supposed to be either convalescing or cured. In
such cases should not the opinion of one of the
commissioners under this act be rendered attain-
able, on payment of a certain sum, &e. and with-
out previous application to any of the courts of
law ? the opinion thus obtained being eflicient
for the protection of the relation, as to that parti-
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hardly, but the consideration of high wages, could
induce them to engage, or to continue, in situations
of this kind. Hence they are sometimes persons
who have filled very inferior sitnations of life,—
Highly satisfactory as their general conduct may
be, it cannot, however, be unfair to suppose, that
among such numbers as are employed, there may
be some who do not possess that sense of propriety
and that tenderness of disposition, without which,
an assuranee cannot be felt of a patient’s experi-
encing the desired treatment at their hands.

The known existence of a law, which takes the
persons of lunatics under its particular protection,
and which dispenses punishment to those who are
found committing any act of cruelty, er etherwise
misdemeaning themselves towards them, would
necessarily do much towards promoting the com-
forts of those who were committed to their care.
It would also render their friends more satisfied,
by assuring them of the good treatment of the
patient, and would at the same time give to the
master of the house, a dae increase of power over
those whom he employs. These too, apprised of
the penalty, would be more likely to confine them-
selves within the prescribed limits, that they might
not subject themselves to & punishment to which
they would be liable, on a charge regularly made
and supported by their master *.

#* Tt is to be lTamented, that istances of most improper
gonduct towards females, in this unhappy state, might be
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had been ordered to wear it, and would not admit
of its removal, ; One evening, in particular, her
distress seemed to be so great, and she having
tried to conceal a cord, and then a knife, as it was
supposed for the purposes of self-destruction, that
it was found necessary to sit up with her all the
night. Seeing her in this state, an intimate friend
made application to her brother, and it was con-
cluded that she should be gotten into St. Luke’s
Hospital ; but on getting the blank tickets, and
finding that, as the relations thought, her having
an income of eighty pounds per annum would
render her unfit to be offered as an object of cha-
risy, the tickets were not employed.

At this period, she repeatedly applied to Mr.
and Mrs. Elliot, her nephew and mniece, and re-
quested that they would let her have an apartment
in_their house for herself and son; complaining
that tlie wretches would never let her alone in
Rosoman Street; that they were always calling her
names, and charging her with being the death of
her husband ; that the hawkers of coals went about
there with a bell, giving out that she was a bad
woman ; and that the children were set on by the
wretclies to abuse her. .

Mr. and Mrs. Elliot unfortunately complied
with her request ; but she soon became so exceed-
ingly noisy and mischievous, still fancying that
Ler tormentors followed her with their voices, and
abused her, that application was again made to
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the following evening, the editor of that paper
conceived himself authorized by it to make the
following remarks.

“ The conduct of Mr. Parkinson, who stated
himself to be visiting surgeon of the mad-house,
however, deserves public attention, both as it stands
in itself and respects himself, and as it loudly calls
for public interference.”

Then after introducing the preceding report of
the evidence, he proceeds to say—

« How did Mr. Parkinson come by this conclu-
sion? He did not himself think the lady insane,
but he believes her to be so on the representation
of relations, whom he might have suspected to be
interested in her confinement. And is the depri-
vation of people’s liberty to be a matter put at the
discretion of a gentleman who could argue as Mr. -
Parkinson did in this case ! It is for the purpose
of this most¢ important question to the public, that
we have made these brief remarks on the trial;
and we shall take an early opportunity to resume
this subject.”—dStatesman, Oct. 31, 1810.

A reference to the report of the evidence as it
was actuallj; given (P. 43, &c.) will show that the
report-commented on by the editor of the States-
man, is exceedingly erroneous in its most material
points, those which are distinguished by being
printed in Italics. _

Instead of deposing that « I thought she was
not a fit subject for confinement,” I swore that her










