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MESMERISM IN 1845. 3

: hat a large proportion of delicate and hysteric girls, after strain-
“:;bfﬁi:; tl;de; into ]:ll:tg aﬁaspnf 4 handsome man like La Ef:ﬂtﬂlﬂb,.mﬂ-l' on
closing them believe they are dreaming, we have no doubt. The waking feel-
ings of a hysteric girl in bad health are themselves dreams, and doubtless,
many of them on 3&5]115 their eyes, believe they are in some abnormal con-

_ dition. These are the true. o
But with respect to the rogues, who, doubtless, form the grand majority o
those exhibited;—a Clairvoyant or Phreno-mesmeric subject is exhibited on a
platform, or in a drawing-raom, before twenty or thirty spectators; a medical
man of the party sees and wishes to expose what he believes to be deceit : how is
he met? By the indignation of the mesmeriser at the doubts insinuated of his
honesty, supported by apf:ais to the audience in favour of the unconscious
boy, or interesting young lady in * the sleep ! Should this not of itself be
sufficient to place the critic hors de combat, the love of the marvellous,
which, in all popular assemblies, predominates over the BlmlPlﬂ? t:he -I:&':Eﬁl!]-le, the
rational, is certain to ensure for him a shower of hisses. If, biding his time, he
enquire into the veal condition of those mesmerisees, whose manifestations were
perfectly satisfactory to a laxge and respectable audienee, he finds all kinds of
difficulties beset his path, e is morally certain of the deceit of some or all of
the parties,—but how obtain legal proof? If he subject the * cataleptic” or
“somnambulistic” patient to the epileptic query of the thumb-nail, he is assail-
ed with cries of * Savage!” or Miss Martineau characterizes his heart as “ eold
and hard indeed.” If he threaten the supposed tricky * clairvoyant” with jus-
tice, and thus attewpt to wring a confession from him, he is accused of using
unfair means to arrive at truth ; he is deeried as coarsely and “unphilosophic-
ally” interrogating * nature;” and his investigation and his evidenee are at
once set aside by the mesmerists. But in a case where mesmeric trick exists, we
cannot see how it is to be discovered, except by one of these two wethods,
either by the trickster being frightened from his roguery by pain, or terrified
out of it by fear of judicial punishment. Anatomical and physiological proofs
afforded by the actions of the deceiver, are anly cognisable by those informed
in those sciences; Miss Martineau and the public, eannot estimate, and
will not admit them, The crime is not like that of stealing a horse, or com-
mitting a forgery, in which evidence afforded by circumstances or indivi-
duals can be procured, so as to bring home convic¢tion to the crimipal; unless
he confess, it is impossible to make his fraud clear to the world, Yet any one
will see that the difficulty of inducing a knave of this kind to eonfess by
any other means than coercion amounts to absolute impossibility ; and that
coercion itself, unless judiciously applied, must almost always fail, " Hence flou-
rishes the cause of the mesmeric Prutfurm and drawing-room séance; and hence
also, the unwillingness of medical men to enter into an investigation in which
much, at least, of what they enquire into, they suspect to be trick. But grant-
ing that the mesmerisee is proved to be tricking, nay, that he e¢onfesses his ro-
guery; even then it is difficult to bring before the world substantial legal proof
of the fuct. Mesmeric tricksters are a sly and wary set. It is very difficult to get
them to a séance, if they suspect that theve is to be any elose investization:
and when there, fossesth, if they see any suspicion, “ latmosphére d'inerédu-
lite” prevents the display of the “ manifestations.” For all mesmeric authors
assert, that the presence of u suspicious person prevents the operation of the
mesmeric influence | ™
But if it be difficult to get the guilty parties assembled, it is quite as diffi-
cult to induce individuals of respectability, (except medical men, whose evidence
agan is always considered by the public as tainted,) to be present. It is asto-
nishing how unwilling clergymen, and generally, all men of standing and
character ave to be present at any mesmerie exhibition, where they may be
called on to witness the discovery of imposture. We have known the same
E?::::B;u who would WI]ilmgl)i go to gnri]u aud wonder at the exhibition of a mes-
gue, excuse themselves from being present when that rogue was to be
exposed. They “did not like to cummﬁ,l:,hemselvea.” Thus IEhue- unhapp
| wight who entered npon his attempt at exposing imposture, finds himself foil-
. ed, cither from the wariness of the deceiver or from lack of evidence. Though
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r verted to those of her mesmeriser, and, at length, see .
:L::yitxy& from them ; then a heaviness, as of sleep, seemed mﬂ Teaﬂ; d]?ﬁ
B I;Bwtde :EP E}iﬁ:‘;ﬁﬂ-ﬂ;l:}e? a?igtget?ﬂei’eyea closed

d on one side ; her breathing - engf \

2;:?1*}3 ,ﬂan'z'l, to all appearance, she was calmly asleep in just Iﬁevﬁn Iludm];l:::
from the time when Mr K. first commenced his npera!,mns. : £ u:l'lnifaated
observed that, as soon as the first symptom of drm-.rsulmss was ]!i] b &
the mesmeriser had withdrawn his hands from those of’ Mademoise ]e_ Losang
had commenced what are called the “ mesmeric passes,” conducting 1'?3 'If;eut
slowly downward, without contact, glong the arms of the Ratmnt.h or 15 dﬂ
five minutes, Mademoiselle M. continued to repose tranquilly, w B?]’ su E?]T
ly, she began to heave deep sighs, and to tuwl and toss in her chair. ‘13
tien called out, ©Je me trouve malade! Je m ei;uuﬂ"el and rising in a wil
manner, she continued to repeat, ‘Je m’étouffe !’ Upon this, Mr :Eﬁ._ agahli:
operated with his hands, but in a different set of movements, fj‘nd, ta mﬂgh
handkerchief, agitated the air around the patient, who forthwith npeneh. er
eyes, and stared about the room like a person awaking from sleep. No m:;:isi
of her indisposition, however, appeared to remain, and, soon shaking off ;
drowsiness, she was able to converse and laugh cheerfully as usual. On being
asked, what she remembered of her sensations? she said that she had only a

neral idea of having felt unwell and oppressed ; that she had wished to open
ﬁr eyes, but could not ; they felt as if lead were on them; of having walked to
the table she had no recollection, Nutwithatandm§ her having suffered, she

was desivous of being again mesmerised, and sat down fearlessly to make a
second trial. This time it was longer before her eyes closed, and she never
seemed to be reduced to more than a state of half-unconsciousness, When the
mesmeriser asked her, if she slept ? she answered, ¢Je dors, et je ne dors pas.’
This lasted some time, when Mr K. declared that he was afraid of fatiguing
his patient, (and probably his spectators too) and that he should disperse the
mesmeric fluid. To do so, however, seemed not so easy a matter as the first

time, when he awoke the sleep-walker. With difficulty she appeared to rouse
herself, and even after having spoken a few words to us, and risen from the
chair, she suddenly relapsed into a state of torpor, and fell prostrate to the
ground, as if perfectly insensible. Mr K., entreating us not to_be alarmed,
raised her up, placed her in a chair, and supported her head with his hand.
It was then that I distinctly recognised one of the asserted phenomena of mes-
merism. The head of Mademoiselle M, followed every where, with unerr-
ing certainty, the hand of her mesmeriser, and seemed irresistibly attracted to
it as iron to the loadstone. At length, Mr K. succeeded in thoroughly awalk-
ening his patient, who, on being interrogated respecting her past sensations,
said, that she retained a recollection of her state of semi-conseclousness, during
which, she much wished to have been able to sleep wholly ; but of her having
Mallen to the ground, or of what had passed subsequently, she remembered
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be found as effectual to end, as it had been to create, the spell which held the
slumberer, who always remained in the same position as at first, with his eyes
more dead than ever. AsI had soon to quit the coach, I really feared that
my sleeper, unawakened, might follow me, attached by mesmeric ativaction,
to my side. The question of the will’s supremacy was now to be tried to f,he
utmost. First, without any effort of volition directed to the end of awakening
my patient, I stirred about, spoke loud, and let down the window next me
with a rattle: my fellow-passenger did not awake. I then, concentrating my
will on the one idea of dissipatin%- the mesmeric influence, leant forward with
something of that motion of my hands which, in usual circumstances, accom-
panied the idea. Immediately mfr patient began to stir, move his eyes, and
rub them, staring still rather wildly, and in a confused manner muttering that
he really thought he must have been asleep”! : |

Now every one would expect, that the latter narration, being so much
more extraordinary and incredible than the former, would have been sup-

rted by more rigorous proof, and a more irresistible body of evidence.
ﬁ the former case, however, we have a Ereat number of witnesses, whose
belief is corroborated by the mesmerisee herself; in the latter, we have only
Mr Townshend’s helief that he had mesmerised his fellow-traveller, and the
story is told so simply, that every one in reading it, will recognise in the
mesmerised man one of those nodding “insides” with whom we have all
travelled in more than half the journeys we have taken. A worthy friend
of ours is mesmerised in the same way every Sunday forenoon in church,
presenting even more decided * manifestations” than Mr Townshend’s fellow-
traveller. And we remember an anecdote of a whole congregation, except
one poor idiot lad, being “unconsciously’” mesmerised by a rather dull dis-
course, Seeing the whole 'nodding, the reverend mesmeriser, in his vexation,
called out from the pulpit, “ What, are you all asleep, but this poor idiot?”
“ Aye,” replied the other, * and if I had not been an idiot I would have been
asleep too!” The uneasiness of Mr Townshend lest he should not be able to
break the spell which bound his fellow-traveller, is sufficiently naive and ludi-
crous. We quote the above,—not only as fair average cases of the kind narra-
ted by mesmerie writers,—but also as displaying the nature of the evidence in
general given,—which, after a careful perusal of many of the best authors on
the subject,—seems to us always to be weak and inconclusive in an inverse
ratio to the marvellous and incredible nature of the statements, We find that
in multitudes of cases, in which mesmerisers have asserted that they could put
their patients to sleep, without the latter being conscious of the manifestations,
—for example, from another room, or another house, or at a distance of miles,
by letter,—when brought to the test, failure has, in this country, uniformly
been the result. Not by any means, that the mesmerisers had in every case
been deceiving, but simply that the necessary precautions had not been taken
previously to the rigorous examination of some cool-headed sceptic. Tt ought
to be stated, however, that many mesmerists still assert their capability of in-
fluencing patients at a distance, and that in Husson’s report of the committee ap-
pointed by the Royal Academy of Medicine at Paris, the followin paragraphs
occur :—* We can not only act upon the magnetised person, (by wﬁitinn alone)
but even place him in a complete state of somnambulism, and bring him out of
it w:thm}t his knowledge, out of his sight, at a certain distance, and with doors
intewemng_.”' “ Magnetism is as intense, and as speedily felt at a distance of six
feet, as of six inches, and the phenomena developeg, are the same in both cases.”
In the words of the writer in Blackwood, however,  The advocates of it chal-
lenge inquiry in print, but they shrink from, or sink under, experiment.”

t would seem, indeed, that unprofessional mesmerists, as soon as they
have been convinced of the reality of the spasmodic motions of the eye and
the sleep, find these phenomena so incomprehensible and so much out of
the range of their previous knowledge, that they at once abandon reason and
BEP:IHLEIH?F as guides in their further investigations, and, thenceforward, as is
usual in similar cases, the more marvellous the narrative, the more easily is it

.
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ence transmitted from the operator, seems to us at least highly pro ah‘E-k e
writer in Blackwood, to whom we have formerly alluded, seems tuht u}_l _mi
there is more in the mesmeric coma than can be accounted for h;,r_i;_i e_pﬂysma
effects of the stare alone, and thinks the human eye has aume}spem fu:: 1111 utince
in producing the result, He mentions the tendency a person has to _e?{ eir_n ;:r-
rassed and painful if long stared at, and alludes to the sclmul‘-hu:,r tl:l:- 0 Td :E
ing out of counfenance, as “ not so bad a test of moral power a..'i. i ‘Eﬁut o
first sight seem to be.” We think, however, with deference to him, that the
embarrassed feeling on being stared at long, arises from no mystical or mesmall}c
influence, but simply from our not liking to be criticised, and from our self-
love taking the alarm if we are sc:ruhmlzmgly watched.  Or, our uneasiness
arises in other cases from a rising disposition to punish the author of the inso-
lent stare. A demirep of quality will out-stare the strongest ploughman; yet
surely the former, according to mesmeric theories, is not likely to possess the
superior amount of “ magnetic power.,”  Moreover, if a young officer ?appen
to be bashful, however broad his shoulders or vast his mesmeric ower, the
eritical glance of a fashionable girl will cause him to feel more of this  em-
barrassment” than the stare of his whole troop of grenadiers. Asto the school-
boy trick, it is generally the least sensitive eye, and not thinohlaﬂ.-st soul, that
holds the longest out. The author alluded to further says, “ Let any one gaze
steadily at a dog half dozing at the fire-side, the animal will, after a short time,
become restless; and if the stare be continued, will quit his resting place, ang
either shrink into a corner, or come forward and caress the person staring.
We have tried the experiment a hundred times, and always found, that if )
leaning forward, and ri%irectiug our whole attention to the dog, so that he evi-
dently knew he was noticed, he would notice his master in return; but if in
reading a book, for example, the volume was lowered only so as to see the dog,
we might stare as long or as hard as we chose, without his paying the least at-
tention. In the first instance, the dog knew he was noticed by the gesture
and full face directed to him; he of course acknowledged this notice; but in the
latter, not seeing the usual signs of attention being directed to him, he lay still
in spite of the magnetic glance. M, Deleuze, in his Instruction Pratique sur le
Magnétisme Animal, speaks also on canine mesmerism, p. 263, “J’ai vu des chiens
en bonne santé donner des signes de leur sensibilité au magnétisme, et quelque-
fois méme paraitre inquiétés de son influence,” &e, “ A secientific man,” says
Mr Townshend, “ accustomed to investigation, being in the state, (of the sleep),
assured me, that he experienced a gradual paralysis of the nerves connected
with the eye, and with the motive powers of the eyelid, and that at length his
utmost efforts of volition were insufficient to make the orbienlar muscles obe
him as usual,” Undoubtedly; and the same phenomena, with many others,
will oceur with any one who ‘will look steadily for a length of time at an object
placed above his eyebrow, The contraction followed by the dilatation of the
pupil is insisted on as another E}Ltraurdinm-y condition induced ],:; the mes-
meric influence. But physiologists know that as the contraction of the iris, at

el the commencement of the “macnatic™ ctare arices e dha fody gs - opha
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i Emelie; but notwithstanding the glowing terms in which he mentions
;nhzmc?gervoymm of this lady, and heg wish to obtain the Bourdin prize, for one
reason or another, the allotted two years were allowed to expire without her ap-
pearing to prove her powers before the committee, To afford every chance, M.
Bourdin then extended the term for another year, and altered the original con-
ditions to the following :—*¢ Bring me any person, magnetised or not magnetised,
" asleep or awake, who can read in broad daylight, through an opaque body,
. whether cotton, horse-hair, or silk, placed gix inches from the person, who can
" ryead even throuch a simple fold of paper, and that person shall have three thou-

sand franes.” Still Dr Ei%[uhliﬁzr hesitated, sometimes because his ‘e;wellenta
somnambule’ was practising to attain the requisite perfection, sometimes be-
eause she was indisposed, and so on, As the time of grace drew near its close,
Hublier craved another year’s delay. This being refused, he sent his protégeée
to M. Frappart for a preparatory trial. ' _

«QOn the first occasion of testing her elairvoyance, after a futile attempt
for two hours, Emelie declared she was too much fatigued by her journey. On
the second, she complained that headach and oppression at the stomach re-
tavded her lucidity. On the third, after two hours of study, she said she could
read the word ¢ phrenology;” the word was “ phthisis.” On the fourth, she
read ¢ (Huvres de Ciceron ;” the words were “ L’Histoire d’Angleterve.” She
explained these mistakes by stating, that she was confused by seeing all the
books in the library, and that she mistovk one for another. To obviate this in-
convenience, the next (fifth) trial was made in another room. As soon as
Mademoiselle told M. Frappart that she was asleep, he placed a book on a
chair, four feet behind her, said he was obliged to leave her, but as soon as she
had satisfied herself that she was clairvoyant, she must ring the bell. On his
return, she described the size of the book, the colour of the binding, and letter
by letter spelt ont its title correctly. On the sixth trial, Frappart enters when
Emelie rings. She succeeds as well as on the previous occasion, and, more-
n:fer, repeats a line correctly from a page to which she directs Monsieur to
refer.

« M. Frappart now writes to ask Hublier to be present at the next ex-
periment, MM, Londe, Teste, Amédée, Latour, Douillet, Beehler and Carpen-
tier, Hublier and Frappart, accordingly arve present. The others being con-
eealed, so that they mufg. watch through small holes made in the doors of the
apartment, Frappart enters; and reminding Emelie that this is her last trial,
desires her to ring the bell, when she is in the state of lueid somnambulism.
In about five minutes the bell sounds; Mademoiselle says she sleeps; a book is
placed as usual, and Frappart retires. Six times was this clairvoyant seen to
walk to the book, and carefully examine it, and also to make pencil notes of
what she read. At length she rings the bell. Messieurs enter, all execept M.
Londe, who retains his post of concealment in front of Emelie. Mademoiselle
deseribes the hook, recites certain passages from it, and is seen by M. Londe to
look at her notes. Hublier writes an acknowledgment that for four years he
had been deceived by € une maitresse femme.”” .

Many other cases of clairvoyance have been publicly examined and tested,
all which have been proved to be false. Mr Wakley’s exposure of the
Okeys, Dr Elliotson’s patients, is well known; and Dr Forbes’ proof of the
knavery of Alexis and M. Marcillet, will be fresh in the memory of our readers,
The boy “ Jack” of Mr Hawes of Greenwich, who, it was said, could, like one
of Mr T'ownshend’s patients, read through his forehead, after deceiving his mas-
ter for a great len%;h of time, was at length at Manchester shown to be an im-
postor, when Mr Hawes refunded the money paid for admission by the specta-
tors. A w;? recent case of a precisely similar kind has occurred to a friend of
our own. Nevertheless authors continue to assert, and the assertions of Messrs
Townshend, Miss Martineau, &¢. remain, that they have clairvoyant patients,
and that the above deceptions by no means prove that all is deceit. This is,
d_““'bﬂ&ﬂﬂ, undeniable. It is strange, however, that every ease which has pub-
licly been carefully tested should have turned out imposture; and though of
¢ourse we cannot deny the possibility of clairvoyance, nor even prove that Mr
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£ul of the kind of visitors they let in ; and we may be pretty sure that these
would all be of the right way of thinking,—not persons to disturb the * un-
consciousness of J.,” nor likely to carry away any but favourable reports of
the marvels exhibited. Before this well packed jury, the cause of clairvoyance
| was to be tried. ]

“The next evening (Monday, October 14,) J. did not come up as usual to
our séance. There was affliction in the household. An aunt (by marriage) of
J.’s, Mrs A., a good woman I have long known, lives in a cottage at the bottom
of our garden. Mrs A.’s son, J.’s cousin, was one of the crew of a vessel which
was this evening reported to have been wrecked near Hull. This was all that
was known, except that the owner had gone to Hull to see about it. J. was
about to walk to Shields, with a companion, to inquire, but the night was so
tempestuous, and it was so evident that no news could be obtained, that she
was persuaded not to go. But she was too much disturbed to think of being
mesmerised. Next morning there was no news. All day there were flying
reports,—that all hands were lost—that all were saved—but nothing like what
afterwards proved to be the truth. In the afternoon, no tidings having arrived,
we went for a long drive, and took J. with us. She was with us, in another
direction, till tea-time; and then, on our return, there were still no tidings; but
Mrs A. had gone to Shields to inquire, and if letters had come, she would bring
the news in the evening, J. went out on an errand, while we were at tea,—no
person in the place having then any means of knowing about the wreck; and on
her return, she caome straight up to us for her séance! Two gentlemen were
with us that evening, one from America, the other from the neighbourhood.
I may say here, that we noted down at the moment what J. said; and that on
this evening there was the additional security of my American friend Teelfea.ting
to me, on the instant, (on account of my deafness), every word as it fell.

¢J, was presently asleep, and her mesmerist, knowing the advantage of intro-
ducing subjects on which the mind had previously been excited, and how the
inspiration follows the course of the affections, asked, as soon as the sleep was
deep enough, ¢ Can you tell us about the wreck? J. tranquilly replied, < Oh!

es, they're all safe; but the ship is all to pieces.’—* Were they saved in their

oat? ¢ Noj; that’s all to pieces.’—* How, then? ¢A queer boat took them
off; not their boat.’—*¢ Are you sure they are all safe? ¢ Yes; all that were on
board: but there was a boy killed. But I don’t think it is my cousin”—*¢ At
the time of the wreck? ¢ No, before the storm.’—¢How did it happen? ¢ By
a fall’—¢ Down the hatchways, or how ? ¢No; he fell through the rigging,
from the mast.’ She presently observed, ¢ My aunt is below, telling them all
about it, and I shall hear it when I go down.’?

“My rooms being a selection from two houses, this ¢ below® meant two stories
lower in the next house.

“ She continued talking of other things for an hour longer, and before she
awoke the gentlemen were gone, After inquiring whether she was refreshed
by her sleep, and whether sfua had' dreamed, ( No’) we desired her to let us
know if she heard news of the wreck ; and she promised, in all simplicity, that
she would. In another quarter of an hour, up she came, alf animation, to tell
us that her cousin and all the crew were safe, her aunt having returned from
Shields with the news. The wreck had occurred hetween Elsinore and Gotten.

1« T, went out on an errand.”  Any one who knows with what rapidity news about
missing ships flies among the population of a sea-port, will be aware, that immediately

a8 the information had been brought to Shields, it would be carried to Tynemouth, only

a mile distant. While © J."s” aunt was down at Shields, we have no doubt whatever

1:-Im1: }he news had reached Tynemouth, and that “J.,” when out on her errand, procured
it. The fact that she went “ straight up to the séance” when she came back, although
she was previously “ too much disturbed to think of being mesmerised,” is, we think, &

strong pnm[_nf this. Miss Martineau, with Dr Hublier, has, we think, been deceived
by “ une maitresse femme,”

* Mr Braid, Manchester,

suggests that the inereased susceptibility in the 5
account for this, g ¥ ear might

)
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of remedies, &e., are all reserved for the boys of itinerant lecturers, servant
wirls, and lysterical young ladies. This of itself is sufficient to drive us
1o unbelief. = Surely among the innumerable persons experimented on, some
intelligent man or woman of known worth and character would have
exhibited the marvellous manifestations alluded to, But where is there
in all the records of mesmerism one individual of this stamp? An echo
answers,—* Where?” When we hear of any one person of plain good
sense and high moral character displaying any of these higher manifesta-
tions, we shall still be glad to inquire and to learn ; until then, we think,
we are fully entitled, from the facts above stated, to refuse the smallest cre-
dence to any of these plienomena. True, lucidity has some supporters of a
most respectable kind,—a few persons of genius, many of high character and
talent have vouched for the facts. Shall we therefore believe them? The love
of the marvellous is not confined to vulgar minds; and there are mysteries and
superstitions to which men of high mental endowments—especially if their
imaginative faculty predominates— seem more disposed to give faith than even
the common vulgar, And having once taken up the error heartily—the wider
the range of their acquirements, and the more ardent and enthusiastic their
genius—they are the better enabled to illustrate and enforce their opinions, *“to
make the worse appear the better reason,” and to impose at once upon their
hearers and themselves. Not to mention the superstitions of the wisest men
among the Greeks and Romans, the eredulities of Napoleon, Byron, and Dr
Johnson equalled any of those displayed by the ultra-mesmerists. We do not,
then, admit the convictions of men of genius or talent to be infallible, or even
the best evidence of what is true, on a disputed subject like this, into which the
marvellous so largely enters; the evidence of calm-minded, sensible men of
science, acquainted with the laws of vital action in health and disease, and
accustomed cautiously to investigate truth, is the most valuable, and of this
species of evidence there is lamentably little in mesmeric literature,

. Let us now say a few words on the

INSTINCT OF REMEDIES.

Miss Martineau, still speaking of “J.,” says, “ It soon became evident that one
of her strongest powers was the discernment of disease, its condition, and reme-
dies.” She cleared up her own case first, The difficulty in the subject of the
instinet of remedies is to get authorsto relate cases of disease with the treatment
of the clair-voyant. They almost always, in vague general terms, state that the
disease was discovered, and the treatment successful, assertions which medical
men too frequently hear repeated on the most absurd grounds, to consider
worthy of the least attention. But Miss Martineau fortunately condescends to
facts : let us see how “J, clears up her own case.” ¢ She herself,” says Miss
Martineau, assiglna in the trance a structural defect as the cause of her ail-
ments, which will prevent their ever being entirely removed.” Now, as the
narrator states that this girl had, during six years, been under the treatment of
several doctors, and was at one time a patient in the Eye Infirmary of New-
castle, it is easy to see the source whence “J.” had derived her knowledge of
the * structural defect.” If none of the other doctors had informed her. cer-
tainly, Mr Greenhow or Sir John Fife, the surgeons to the above excellent
institution, would explain it to her. But Miss M. prefers believing that « J»
obtained her knowledge in the mesmeric, rather than in the obvious and simple
manner pointed out. “J.,” however, discovers her * strong powers” in dis-
cerning and curing disease, in the case of Miss Martineau, thus entirely throw-
Ing into the shade Mr Greenhow, a most intelligent and skilful medical man,—
Miss Martineau’s brother-in-law and medical attendant. Let us examine this
other instance of  J.’s” skill; and it is really quite as good as any which mes-
meric literature affords on the subject of the “instinet of remedjes.”

3 Soon after she was first mesmerised, I was undergoing my final severance
fom opiates—a serious matter to one who had depended so long and so despe-
rately upon them. As I have said, I got through the day pretty well; but the
nights were intolerable, from pain and nervous irritations, which made it im-
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realised, Meantime, in illustration of the subject before us, we quote the fol-
lowing paragraph, which describes the state of the disease at the latest period
to which the report extends. RS oy us :

«December §.— Again I made a careful examination into the state of Miss M.
The fundus uteri is more disengaged than at the last examination, and admits
of being raised somewhat higher. It is certainly less fized, and in this respect
has improved at each time of examination since April 2, when the first degree
of improvement was observed. The retroversion continues, the fundus still
extending towards the sacrum, while the os uteri approaches the pubes—the
organ remains large and firm, and is yet turned back nearly at a right angle
from the cervix uteri. The two membranous pendicles remain hanging out of
the os uteri, as at the last examination. The heal'.th is represented as quite
good, and the catamenia as regular, the nervous pains anr:]_n'rltfftmﬂs ha.‘?inﬁ‘
all subsided. The person is less full, but, as abdominal dlat.eptmn depende
principally upon the gaseous and other contents of the intestines, and, in a
slight degree only, on the uterine tumour, it is probable that renewed ha-
bits of activity have greatly contributed to restore the symmetry of the per-
son in this respeet.

] have endeavoured to render the preceding sketch comprehensive and con-
cise, avoiding equally unnecessary details, and omitting nothing essential to
the full comprehension of the true character of the case, Knowing well that
no symptoms of malignant disease of the affected organ existed, I always be-
lieved that a time would arrive, when my patient would be relieved from most
of her distressing symptoms, and released from her long continued confinement.
The catamenial crisis appeared the most probable period, but I did not despair
of this happening sooner; though she never willingly listened to any suggestions
of the probability of such prospective events, and seemed always best satisfied
with anything approaching to an admission, that she must ever remain a secluded
invalid”” P. 20,

Who does not see, in the sentence we have placed in italics, a condition
of mind in itself calculated to keep the patient confined to her room, to de-
mand opiates, and to produce much of the * sinking” and “ distress” ? And so
soon as by means of any stimulus, hope in the curative power of mesmerism—
or any other sufficiently strong—this gloomy, despondent state of mind had
been removed,—who would not expect to hear of her giving up the opiates,
and of her consequent improved digestion, health, and general habits? Mr
Greenhow further remarks:— In the history of this case it is probable that
the advocates of mesmerism will find reasons and arguments in support of their
opinions. But the experienced practitioner, carefully distinguishing the post
hoc from the propter hoce, will have little difficulty in bringing the whole into
harmony with the well-established laws of human physiology.”

We have been thus minute, because it seemed, even at the expense of being
charged with tediousness, to be our duty, to quote at length this particular
case, In the whole of mesmeric literature, we have met *l.ariizl%’t no case of equal
mportance to that of Miss Martineau. The poultices of Teste, the rose water
lotions of Townshend, and the vague generalities of other mesmeric practisers,
are mere trifles compared to hers. As to the table of diseases cured or relieved
by mesmerism, of 'i'-il[icl'l,. on April Fools’ day, there is a very circumstantial
one given in the Critic, signed by “ Humanitas,” and as to the reports of
cures of nervous diseases in the Zoist, we cannot place the least reliance on
them. To authenticate facts like these, we must not only have the names
of the observers and recorders,—but these must be medjcal men, and me-
dical men Znown to be clear and cool headed, experienced in diseusé, and not
apt to be carried away by enthusiasm, nor dazzled by theory. From such evi-
dence alone would we give credence to the alleged powers of any new remedial
agent; we are surely, therefore, justified in demanding it in the case of mes-
merism, We have in Miss Martineau, however, a lady of talent and veracit
(“’PUEE malady every educated person in England knew and lamented to be efyl;
serious nal;m:e,g recording her own sensations, stating circumstantially her pro-
gress from sickness to health, and giving her unqualified assertion, that mes-
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tinued insensibility attested the powerful nature of the agencies employed.! All
these were then—as the sleep and curative effects are now, aseribed to mesmerism,
to some oceult influence proceeding from the operator, in the case of the baguet,
to the influence of the power proceeding from the magnetized bottles of water,
round which the excitable patients,—arm to arm, and knee to knee,—were ar-
ranged. Let it be remembered, that the records of Irvingism and of Love Feasts,
both in America and England, furnish us with symptoms precisely similar; and
that the reports of theRoy al Academy of Sciences, and of the Royal Society of
Medicine of France, show by decisive experiments, “that the imagination with
out magnetism can produce convulsions, and that magnetism wr!ﬁ?ut unagmation
can produce nothing.” 1t is stated also in the secret report, that it was a feigned
erisis which led to the first real erisis, and thus brought on many others by imi-
tation,—a statement which every medical man who has seen a number of hy-
sterical or epileptic patients in an hospital go off into fits on one of their num-
ber being seized, will readily understand. .

~ Various reasons have led to the abandonment of the practice of Mesmerism,
as carried on by Mesmer and others in France, so asto produce convulsions and
other violent effects. The chief reason, we believe, to have been, that the mode
then employed, by strongly exciting the sexual feelings, was found to produce
immoral results,—and indeed associations were formed in many large towns in
France, called “ Societies of Harmony,” in which, under pretence of enltivat-
ing the science of Mesmer, libertinism became widely extended. This also,
we believe to be the reason, why various governments on the Continent have
restricted the practice of mesmerism to the medical profession. Many shrewd

! The following deseription of the baquet is taken from the article, before quoted, of Dr
Radelyffe Hall:—

- % The baguet.—An oaken tub, from four to five feet in diameter, and a foot in
depth, covered with a lid in two pieces, constituted the baguet. At the bottom were
placed bottles, with their necks directed towards the centre of the tub, so as to form
eonverging rays. In the centre, other bottles were laid, with their necks in the oppo-
site direction, forming diverging rays. All were corked, and full of magnetised water.
There were usually many superimposed layers of these bottles; the machine was then
at high pressure, (*a haute pression’). The space between the bottles was filled with
water, to which pounded glass and iron filings were oceasionally added. The low-pres-
sure baquets, however, were made without water. The lids were pierced with holes for
the passage of iron rods, bent, moveable, and of different lengths, so as to be readily ap-
plied to different regions of the body. Through a ring in the lid was passed a cond
with which the patients surrounded their ailing limbs, earefully avoiding to make a
knot. Affections disagreeable to the sight, as wounds, uleers, and deformities, were
(conveniently enough) not admitted under treatment, The patients were placed in rows
around the tube, in such a way as to touch each other by the hands, arms, knees, and
feet. A cord, surrounding the whole number, kept them in theiv places. Each applied
one of the flexible iron rods to the supposed seat of disease. Meanwhile, gentle strains
of music, and oceasionally the voice of a concealed opera-singer, stole upon the ear; the
air was redolent of the most delicate perfumes; the magnificent saloon, surrounded with
mirrors, which reflected on every side the attitudes and gestures of the patients, was so
artfully arranged as only to admit of a dim twilight. After these magician-like ar-
rangements had been allowed a sufficient time to produce their effect upon the minds of
.tEle patients, who were instructed to preserve the most rigid silence, the assistant magne-
tisers entered, These were the handsomest and most robust young men that Mesmer could
select, (¢ les plus beaux, les plus jeunes, et les plus robustes'), Each carried in his hand
@ magnetising rod about a foot in length, Their duty was to heighten the effect of the
magnetic tub by touching, handling, pressing, squeezing, and earnest gazing, main-
taming still the most perfect silence. After the lapse of an hour or more thus ac-
cupied, Meim!er himself, arrayed in a robe of lilac silk, and with a grave, majestic air,
for the first time entered the room. The less agitated, he calimed immediately by a touch

of his magnetic vod, Upon the more excited he acted by taking their hands, and so ap-

.'El_v,r:mg hl:a own, that their thumbs and fingers respectively were in contact, at the same
time gazing intensely into their

: ] 0 ‘en rapport,”) or by maki i ;
with his open hands at a distane i L :,r Ll sy

e from the patient, (* & grand courant,’) or by crossi
- . " 2 e 1y
and unerossing his avms with extreme rapidity, (‘les passes en détinitive). y 7






MESMERISM IN 1845, 25

a : in rendering surgical operations painless, Meantime, we may
m:&:ut‘ii:?‘leu;ﬂepﬁfi Pulsyg, nﬂr%uua ::'lrlztpressiun, anq madness even,” are said
to be the diseases in which it is valuable; nay, M. I:msgac of Pq.:us ‘nut. only
asserts that somnambulists have almost escaped the pains of childbirth, but
that he has seen men “restored to calmness, }}nd ﬁnail_;,r to healt;];, by mes-
meric action, when suffering in the last stage of spasmodic cholera””  Organic
diseases of various kinds have also been cured by the same agency, congenital
deafness of thirty years’ standing removed, opacities of the cornea dlgﬂpaﬁed,
and-contractions of the joints, which _fn_r years had 1'5331::11:13:1 surgical skill, have
been removed as if by magic! Thus it is, tJlH.t by proving too much, the mes-
merists compel us to reFusIE to accept any evidence on the.subject not supported

5 rity than theirs.

bﬁﬁ:lﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂ]}}]g\rug Dodds of Boston, who has published Lectures delivered by
him to thousands of applauding hearers, places the curative power of mesmerism

in a somewhat novel light. He believes that galvanism is the mesmeric fluid
or medium, and that a full and healthy brain parts with it to that of the mes-
merised, until both are in a state of equilibrium, He considers that the_bmm
of nll persons can be thus * magnetically subdued;” and that when this has

been once cffected, the mesmeric state can be afterwards induced at will, in a
short time. "And not only so, but after the brain is_onece ma._gnetma]]y sub-
dued, you can then throw the person into the state in five minutes. qu, a
child fen vears old can then mesmerise a giant father. Your brain being
magnetieaily subdued, it is worth hundreds of dollars to you, You are then

ready for the day of distress, Come what may—touthach, headach, tic douler-

eux, neuralgia, or any pain of which you can econceive; let some one mesmer-
ise you, and then wake you up, and the pain is gone. The whole process
need not oceupy more than ten minutes. Should you fall and break your
arm, then let some one mesmerise the arm only, which can be done in one
minute. You are free from pain; and though in your wakeful state, you can
look quietly on, and see the bones put to their places. Your arm can then
' be kept in the mesmerie state, and thoroughly und rapidly healed without

having ever experienced one single throb of pain. Ovr by simply mesmerisin
your arm or leg, you can sit in the wakeful state and see them amputated, an

no pain. But if you neglect to have your brain magnetically subdued,
then when the day of distress comes npon you, as it might requide several
hours to put you into this state, it will then be too late to avail yourself of
the blessings which this seience is caleulated to bestow,

“1t is not only a preventative of fits, insanity, and of the most frightful ner-
vous diseases, and a safeguard against pain, but it will cure fits, if no congestion
of the brain has taken place. It never fails to remove the ague and fever, how-
ever long it may have been upon the individual, and will prevent any fevers
prevalent in northern climates, if the individual be mesmerised as scon as
the disease is taken. '

“ Here, then, are opening befors us new fields of action, where those who have
hearts of benevolence may freely roam at large, and find ample scope for the
full gratification of all their symHathetic and Christian feelings, and those who

off and sneer at this science, do scoft and sneer at human woe and human
pain, and know not what they do.”

This sweeping mode of preventing and curing disease is quite in  transatlantic”
style; and in mesmerism, as in other matters, our Boston brethren are resolved
to * beat ereation.” There is nothing, however, in these theories of Mr Bovee
Dods more startling or incredible than in those of M. Foissac, M. Deleuge, or
Mr Townshend; and we consider that in quoting them, we are giving our
readers a faiv representation of the opinions of mesmerisers in the curative

ower of the passes,

“Chardel also, a French writer on mesmerism, gives an interesting account of
Lwo sisters whom he mesmerised, as a physician, with the hope of checking a
tendency to consumption which they had both evinced, One evening, being in
sleep-waking, they, as if prompted by a natural instinct, entreated their mes-
meriser to leave t em in that state, only so fur demesmerising them as to en-
aﬁ& them to open their eyes, and to be commitled to their own self-quidance.
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‘power of the oil, is not mu:f;h hsuperinr to that of Mr Townshend, or M. Chardel,
ive influence of the mesmeric passes. :
““%ﬁiﬂuﬂ;e however, expressing our 1anua.liﬁed dishelief i_n any curative
wer conveyed by means of mesmerism, from the body or brain of one person
g that of another, we are not disposed to think, tha}f. the cures ascnhgd to mes-
merism have, in every case, originated in exaggeration, mistake, or wilful false-
hood. Though the subject is enveloped in much absurdity and exaggeration, we
think that some truth will be found beneath it all. That so many respectable
men, professional and non-professional, should have circumstantially recorded
cases of cure, would, if there was no truth whatever in the business, be almost
as imcredible as clairvoyance itself, We believe that a large portion of indivi-
duals, by fixing their eyes immoveably upon an elevated object, holding their
heads slightly inclined backwards, respirin slowly, and isolating their attention,
will speedily feel a greater or less degi-ree of insensibility steal over them. Insome
the coma will be deep, in others only partial. The whole nervous system will
in many persons be singularly influenced by these manceuvres. Now it seems
to us not at all impossible, that in irritable conditions of the brain and nerves,
this temporary coma may produce beneficial results, In various forms of hys-
teria, especially, it is reasonable to think, that the exhaustion of the brain, thus
“brought on, may soothe and tranquillize. If a bandage, bound tightly round
the head, will sometimes repress agonizing nervous pains in the scalp, by pres-
sure apparently on the extremities of the nerves, we do not see why we should
refuse to admit, that pressure exerted on the roots of these very nerves, as is
certainly the case in the coma spoken of, may not also relieve pain. We think
this subject is well worthy the attentive examination of the medical officers of
hospitals; for there only could experiments on a sufficiently extensive scale be
entered upon. The testimony of isolated individuals in private practice will al-
ways be looked on with suspicion; but in hospitals, the opportunities are ample,
the facility of procuring intelligent medical attendants great, and the evidence
thence resulting, being easily corroborated by numbers, would be received with
confidence by the profession. Unfortunately, the exaggerations and absurdi-
ties of the animal magnetisers respecting their cures have repelled medical men
from the subject; but we do not despair of, in no long time, hearing of experi-
ments on a large scale being entered upon, with a view of discovering whether
we have not the power, by inducing, and if possible, regulating the coma, of
lessening the sensibility for a longer or shorter period afterwards, and thus, per-
haps, of securing a new, and valuable remedial agent.
n addition to the physical causes just alluded to, no one will deny, that the
moral agents ealled into operation by means of mesmerism, are calculated to
produce important effects upon the animal economy. We have no doubt what-
ever, that many nervous disorders have been dissipated by the mental excite-
ment—the hope—the faith—the fancy,—awakened and elevated by the mes-
meric treatment. The very mystery that invested the mode of cure, would
with many patients increase its powers tenfold. But animal magnetism—a
fluid or power passing from man to man,—had nothing to do with all this.
Diseases have been produced and cured—persons have been killed—by the in-
Hluence of excited imagination, and faith in the expected result. Bread pills
and faith have cured cases of hysteria without number ; and the well-known
effects upon hypochondriacs of reading Buchan or Graham’s Domestic Medi-
cine, is to produce the symptoms of many of the diseases which they study.
Dr Elliotson thinks ague might he cured by flogging ; and the anecdote of the
ague patients, (told we think by Dr Heberden), whose fits were kept off by fear
of having the actual cautery applied, should they appear, is familiar to us all,
Wl‘:& hmr!a read of a condemned felon who underwent an experiment, b
which his imagination, acting upon fear, caused death. He was blindfolded
and bound to a table—veins in his arms and legs were then pricked with a pen—
immediately little fountains were made to play, so as to resemble the streaming
of blood into vessels—the state of his pulse was remarked on in whispers, as
* now it sinks, flutters, fails,” &ec.; and in short, the result was, that the man
~without losing a drop of blood, or suffering the least injury, died upon the table.
~ A medical friend of great intellizence has furnished us with two cas s whiel
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i robability, by means of close and laborious observa-
ggﬁh’u?gﬁﬁﬂ;’égeﬂng up to u'; mgpre,cm'rect notions of the operations of
the ind than we at present possess, has thus been trave&tleg, and thrown back
in public estimation. The wildest and most fat‘tulfui doctrines of pl}rﬂlanﬂlug}"
have been attempted to be advanced, by a machinery so clumsy, so ridiculous,
50 in,adaquate to the results aimed at, that even the illiterate have treated the
attempt with derision, while the lovers of knowledge have been compelled to
smile, while they sighed at the folly. Of the innumerable patients who have
S hibited the Phrenm]ﬂﬂﬁ[‘!‘]eric phenomena, @hat a portion have been gullﬂesﬁ
of all deceit, we cordially admit; but we believe that the great majority have
' been tricksters, who, for the love of money, or a J_uke, ]mw_a cheated th_a opera-

tors. We shall give an instance of a case, wherein we believe the patient was
 guiltless of collusion, and of another, where there was trickery; and these, we

imagine, will be found types of all the phreno-mesmeric cases recorded. A

young lady, who had been afflicted with chorea for many years, who could not
. stretch out her arm without exciting spasmodic action, which generally induced
the fit, was told that mesmerism would probably cure her. She was in_high
spirits and hope on the subject, and an itinerant mesmeriser was brought to
perform the manipulations. From having had fits daily, she was said to have
escaped for some days in succession; her spirits were improved, her digestion
was better, and she seemed in a fair way towards recovery. At this stage of
her complaint, she was exhibited as one of the marvels of mesmeric power.
After a few passes from the mesmeriser, he announced that she was in * the
sleep ;” and it certainly was difficult to believe, that the being before us, a
gentle and pious girl—one who had not left her room for many years—to
whom the world and its attractions were dead—and whose pale saint-like fea-
tures spoke of many a past hour of agony and prayer,—it was difficult to be-
lieve that she could be willing to deceive. Nor did we believe it. Though in
chorea, as in hysteria, in all its forms, it is reasonable and philosophical to
suspect deceit, whenever any unwonted phenomena arise, there was some-
thing in the placidity and the previously known character of the patient, which
forbade us to form this opinion. She displayed,—the assumed position of the
organ of Veneration being touched,—a lifting of the hands, face, and eyes to
heaven;! and on Tune being touched, she sang, in a low voice, a verse of a
hymn.

}_Thia was all; but if true, this was ample. We should remark, before going
farther, that the hope which had at first sustained her having failed, the younyg
lady was, shortly after the scene narrated, as ill as ever. Now, struck with
the above phenomena, we made careful inquiry, and found, that although the
lady had been often mesmerised before, she had never manifested the pﬁrenu-
mesmeric phenomena, until she came under the hands of the peripatetic spoken
of. He touched Veneration and Tune, mentioning, at the same time, the results
that would follow. 'The results followed of course; and any one acquainted
with the phenomena of hysteria, of which chorea is a species, would have pre-
dicted it a priori. Now this was an instance in which there was probably no will-
ing deceit in the patient at least. 'lhe operator induced the phenomena by
well-known means. We have seen other instancesof phreno-mesmerism in which i
although no results followed the mere touching of the organs, the appropriate
phenomena were manifested when the slightest suggestion was made. And so
superior was the suggestion to the manipulations of the organ itself, that on
touching Combativeness and mentioning Tune, we had a song, and on touching
Veneration and suggesting Combativeness, we had a pugnacious exhibition. Our
belief is, that the patients—hysteric girls or exciteable boys—after gazing in-
tently upwards for a time, feel strange and unpleasant symptoms in their eyes

! Mr Newnham, in his lately published work on Human Magnetism, after a well-rea-
soned chapter against phreno-mesmerism, declaves his belief, that the phenomena so de-
signated are to be explained by clairvoyance,—the somnambule displaying the faculties

“to which the operator, in touching the various organs, silently refers! He has thus
drawn down upon himself the maledictions of the Zoist,
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d havine been stroked down secundum artem for some time, he pronounced
;?g;;?f, ]:;fl inquiry, asleep ; and, furthermore, said—* he would sleep for half
an hour if he were not awakened.” We now addressed ourselves to those or-
gans commonly known among such persons as this pntleut,Tthe dramatic or-

ans,—the organs of the platform and drawing-room,—Tune, Veneration,
i‘%lnmness, Philoprogenitiveness, Combativeness, &c.  With some of these he
seemed pretty well acquainted ; but in the case of Veneration, he required the
slightly prompting question (in the sleep,) “ Do you never say your prayers,
my lad.” Whereupon the impudent and shameless rogue instantly got up,

ut down his hand to bend one of his knees, which was a little stiff, and having
eeled, repeated the prayer—* Lighten our darkness, O Lord, we heseech
thee,” &c., not inappropriate in the present state of i;he science. On touchin
Tune, he sang in a most dolorous eroak, « Rory O’More,” to an air whi
Lover, the witty and admirable author of the melﬂd;.r and wm:ds, v:'u::uld _hml:a
been horrified to hear. At Benevolence, he was at fault, until asking him if
he never were kind to the poor, he began to fumble in his pockets, but finding
nothing there, he remarked, that he had “nothing for the poor man.”” At
Firmness, he always stood lumberingly erect, and on the finger being with-
drawn, he always fell as lumberingly down. In falling, however, both in t:he
public and private séances, he always reminded us of Dr Elliotson’s descrip-
tion of the manner in which the sham-epileptics fall : “ They never fall against
the bars of the fire, or where they can be hurt, but they lie down like a cow,
carefully and quietly.,” At Philoprogenitiveness, he moved and strained for-
ward, saying, there was a child there, but he could not get at it. By and bye,
. having exerted himself in drawing it to him he said, It is coming ;” he then
' muveg his hands as if scooping up the child, and then began dandling the ideal
darling upon his knee, and singing * Lucy Long.” At Combativeness, he
went through the whole of his manceuvres as seen at the public exhibition, and
with which the lecturer and his audience seemed so well satisfied, At Destrue-
tiveness, he always slapped his thigh with spite and vehemence, as if knocking
off a wasp or reptile, At Imitation, he spoke short French and Latin sentences.
The patient, no doubt, felt that we were now confirmed in the truth of phreno-
mesmerism. We therefore awakened him, by blowing on his breast and arms,
according to the rule in such cases made and provided; and, finally, dismissed
him with half-a-crown, evidently under the impression that he had cheated the
Doctor handsomely. His mesmeric pretences on being awoke, his rubbing his
eyes, and stretching himself, were the very essence of lubberly knavishness.
Next day we procured three more of the boys who had been shown at the lecture,
and mesmerised one of them before a friend. So slyly did this boy conduct * the
Elhmmmena,” turning up his eyes until they presented the ghastliness which Mr
ownshend asserts is characteristic of the mesmeric state, that our highly intel-
ligent friend, though warned beforehand that the whole wus a triek, declared
his belief of the reality of the manifestations, and was only induced on the con-
fession of the boy to give up his opinion. Two days afterwards, we brought the
whole of these patients before a few friends in a private séance, wherein there
were two devout believers in mesmerism. The wll:nle of the patients went into
the sleep, and showed all the “ manifestations” which they had exhibited at the
public lecture. One by one, after they had shown these manifestations, they
confessed, on being threatened with justice, that the whole was trick., It was
objected by the mesmerisers, who, of course, were much annoyed by the ex-
posure, that this was not a fair way to procure evidence; but in what other
way could it be wrung from knaves! One of the Jads was nineteen or twenty
years of age,—old enough to despise all fear of justice, unless he were conscious of
guilt. The details of these confessions were highly Indierous and circumstantial,
and showed the modus operandi of preparing patients for mesmeric lectures in
a new light. Moreover, the whole of the patients, some days after their expo-
sure, when under no fear whatever, but when the whole business was treated
as a jest, signed a document to the effect that they had never been asleep, and
that the mesmeric influence had passed—in the shape of small silver coins of the
realm—from the lecturer to themselves, the common “ mesmeric medium,” we
-~ suspeet, of the platform. A curious phenomenon oceurred in the examination

... 4
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seems to us to grasp nothing but water, which slips from his fingers even whilst
he is holding up his prize triumphantly to our gaze. 4

A notice of mesmerism, however, would not be complete unless it glanced at
the reasonings and theories by which men of genius and science have been led
to advocate and attempt to explain the wonders of their science. We shall,
therefore, very briefly allude to them, i

& The sleep-walker, then,” says Mr Townshend, * does not divine what pusses
in the mind of others,—he reads it by the media and language understood by
him alone.” The power of reading this 1anguaﬁ§ is elsewhere denominated ‘an
instinct.” But what is the language, and on what impressed? Mr Townshend
believes in the existence of a ¢ pervading medium’ of thought, analogous to the
luminiferous ether, or the electric medium; but his medium is infinitely more
subtle than the luminiferous ether, and his theory one to which the undula-
tory is coarse and palpable. :
A few quotations from his article on the Mesmeric Medium will place his
views fairly before the reader. )

% Other points of resemblance between the sentient and the mesmeric me-
dium may be found. Tt appeared probable that the former, from its action
from a distance, and the rapidity of its communications, was, like the luminous
ether, of an elastic and vibratory nature,—Now considerations of a similar kind
induce us to come to a similar conelusion with respect to the mesmeric medium,”

“The idea of a material substance emanating from the body is absurd.”

The phenomena of community of sensation are said by Mr Townshend to re-
semble those of sympathetic vibration produced by tremors of the air. “ Mes-
meric action is eapable of communicating impulses to the human system from
a distance.” Thus, for example, a note sent to a distance produced mesmeric
results upon the recipient ! Then Mr Townshend asserts—

pe E\f&rﬁ' thought moves the brain in an appropriate manner.” “ A pervading
medium being allowed to exist throughout nature, (such as the electrie), it fol-
lows, as a consequence, that every thought which moves the brain imparts mo-
tion also to the ethereal medium, Mesmerised persons being in a state of ex-
treme sensibility are cognisant of the motions of finer media than common,

* The motions created by the thoughts of other persons being transferred
through the brain, and through a certain medium to the sensorium of a mes-
merised person, are to him intelligible signs of thought, a language which, though
new to him at first, he, by a gradual process of association, gives meaning to,
and learns to comprehend.”

Thus, then, in brief, Mr Townshend infers,—Thought moves the brain;
then, that particular thoughts produce particular motions; then he infers a
medium, through w¥ “h these particular motions are conveyved to the Jucid mind
of the somnambule /< ien he infers an intuitive interpretation of all these parti-
cular impressions, difected by the particular cerebral motions produced by the
particular thoughts, and thus he explains the method by which one individual
can read the mind of another! Is it necessary to pass one word of comment
upon all this ingenious folly ?

With respect to seeing objects at great distances, the theories of the animal
magnetisers remind us of that of Lucretius from whom possibly they are derived, -
!aucretm:s,_ like Dr Elliotson, was an avowed materialist, and, like ﬁim, believed
an apparitions, (for what else is it to see the forms of persons distant hundreds of
mﬂxaﬁ—ﬂlmrvuxmue), though his philosophy obliged him to maintain that the
soul and body did not exist separate. Lucretius, indeed, seems to have found
1t 1mPﬂﬂﬂlb!E to deny the existence of apparitions, to a belief in which the gene-
ral superstition of the Romans was extremely favourable; and in order to recon-
cile it with his philosophy, he constructed one of the most fantastic and unphi-
losophical theories that ever, before mesmeric times, entered into the mind of
man, In his 4th book, 1. 83, &e.—De Rerum Natura—he SAYS i—

* Nune agere incipiam tibi, quod vehementer ad has res
Adtinet, esse ea, quie RERUM SIMULACRA VOCATIUS;

Quze, quasi membranie summo de corpore rerum
Dereptae, volitant ultro, citroque, per auras;

Atque cadem, nobis vigilantibus obvia, menteis
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enlous endowments, has naturally been appropriated by the supernatural
agency of the day,—mesmerism.! :

“But in the miraculous * facts” themselves there is so lamentable a want of
trust-worthy evidence, that slthough the statements concerning them have been
before the public in connexion with mesmerism for sixty years, the belief ac-
corded to them among calm-minded and scientific wen, does not seem to have
advanced one step since the days of Mesmer. _ e

With respect to the simpler. phenomena whmh_ remain fur_ examination,
strange and curious as some of them are, the state ot things is widely different.
Conditions of the human body similar or analogous to them have been long
known to exist; testimony of the highest kind has placed their existence 'Ele-

ond dispute; and the question only remains,—are these conditions really in-
duced by the agency to which, by the animal magnetists, they are attributed?

We refer to the sleep, the coma, the convulsions, the impaired or lost sensi-
bility, the catalepsy, reverie, and somnambulism. ‘

Writers on mesmerism agree, that the sleep is the most uniform of the phe-

nomena—that many persons are nov subject to it—that some of those who are,
only go into a semi-somnolent state—that females of excitable systems are most
. easily affected—that the sleep often deepens into coma, is frequently attended
" with an altered state of the consciousness—that there is sometimes great eleva-
tion, sometimes great depression of feeling—that all the senses are occasionall
deadened to all impressions—that sometimes a cataleptic, sometimes a convul-
sive condition is induced—that a state similar to reverie, wherein the will of
the mesmeriser scems to direct the actions of the patient, frequently occurs, and
that more ravely a state of genuine somnaml:ulism appears, wherein there is
high exaltation of some of the faculties with depression of others—a concentra-
tion of the powers on particular ohjects, with complete apathy in relation to
every thing else, the events of which state on awaking are not recollected, but
which vividly appear to the mind when the patient is again placed in the state
of somnambulism. DBut let us place the subject before our readers in the words
of mesmeric authors of repute.
- Mr Townshend, in his 4th case, describes the ecase of P. S., an under graduate
of Trinity College, thus:—* In about ten minutes his eyelids drooped, and
elosed gradually; his head followed my hand ; his features became fixed and
rigid ; his colour fled, and a dead stillness came over his countenance: the
change was the more striking, on account of the usually animated and mobile
character of his physiognomy. It painfully resembled the alteration cansed by
death. Nevertheless, on being interrogated as to his state, he deelared that he
was well, with the exception of a slight pain in the back of his head, which was
shortly relieved by the mesmevic passes. Lo other questions, he replied, that he
did not sleep, but was unable to move or to open his eyes.”

- Kluge describes six degrees of magnetisation, of which the first three are,—

“ 1st, The sensation of a current from the head to the extremities ; slight
redness; increase of heat, ascertainable by the thermometer; perspiration; ge-
neral ease and comfort.

“ 2d, Increased heat appearing to the patient to spread out from the stomach
as from a centre ; pulse becomes fuller and stronger ; breathing deeper ; there
18 heaviness, then closure of the eyes, and incapability of opening them., The
patient is perfectly conscious, though not always able to speak. Hearing,
smelling, taste, and touch, are acute—often extremely so. Sparks or luminous
halos, prickings, twitchings, shuddering, uneasiness at the stomach, and sick-
ness, oceasionally follow,

*3d, Yawning, stretching, sighing, deep sleep, in which the patient has nei-

—e

tTlm fanatics at the sepulchre of St Paris; the tremblers of Cevennes ; the Ur-
suline nuns, in 1632, possessed by evil spirits; Valentine Greatraks, in Ireland; Jean
Joseph Gassner, in Germany; and many other instances are alluded to by writers
on mesmerism. Some of these possessed only the curative power; others knew lan-
gmgaa they had never studied, possessed the prophetic power, could dive into the

oughts of others, and were insensible to pain. Deleuze, in his History of Animal Mag-
netism, Paris, 1813, shows the influence of mesmerism in some of the most extraord;-
nary of these cases.  Credat Judseus Apella, non eeo,
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tions, exhibit hysteria, “ Any woman may have hysteria, if she have but emo-
tion fof mind strongdenough.”  “I should suppose there is scarcely a woman
who has not had hysteria in some slight degree.”  The slightest cause induces
it,”—and the mystery and excitement of mesmerism, by strl_kmgd the imagi-
nation,” supplics an ample cause,—the tendency being already in existence.
* Catalepsy Dr Elliotson describes as “mevely a variety of hysteria.,” Dr
Heberden mentions in his Commentaries, a case which presents some points of
esemblance to the catalepsy of mesmerism. The woman was 30 years of age.
The pulse andjbreathing were natural, the eye was fixed, as if she was look-
ing attentively at some ohject, the arm continued as it was placed for twenty
minutes together, and once for a whole hour, and he was told that it would
sustain a weight of seven pounds in any posture in which it was placed.”
 We had marked cases for quotation, and written some remarks to show that
the spasm, insensibility, coma, &ec., were in our opinion, merely hysterical con-
ditions of the frame induced by the hypnotic stare, modified by the action of
imagination, hope, and fear,—in short, by mesmerism—taking the word in a
widely different sense from that attached to it by the animal magnetists. These
remarks and cases our limits compel us to cancel—which we do the more
cheerfully that, since drawing up our views on the subject,! a most admirable
article by Dr Forbes has appeared in the British and Foreign Medical Review,
in which the relation of hysteria to mesmerism is enforced and illustrated.
_ Somnambulism is acknowledged to be but seldom seen. ¢ Itis,” says Mr
Newnham, in his very excellent treatise, on ¢ Human Magnetism,” just pub-
lished, ““a comparatively rare phenomenon, and seems only to be found in cer-
tain peculiar constitutions, which, doubtless, under favourable circumstances
for such disordered function, would become the subject of catalepsy, natural
somnambulism, &ec.” M. Bertrand, @lso, ¢ compares together natural som-
nambulism, that which shows itself in many diseases, that which is owing to
the excitement of the imagination, and that which follows the magnetic treat-
ment, and proves that all present analogous phenomena, and depend on the
same cause.”® We have here admitted, by mesmerists of repute, almost all that
we contend for, That somnambulism occasionally, as the other hysteric phe-
nomena, more generally, may,—the tendency to it previously existing,—be in-
duced by the agency of the mesmeric passes and position, disturbing the balance
of the cerebral circulation, and “striking the imagination,” we can readily be-
lieve, but instead of classing animal magnetism with the other unknown causes
of somnambulism, as if it were that the mesmeric fluid, for this is what is
meant, had this specific action on the brain, we think it would be more correct
0 say, that the patient is so influenced by the state of his brain, and his emo-
tions, that the unknown condition inducing sommambulism is produced.

The insensibility induced by mesmerism has been dwelt on by all writers;
and in its relation to disease, and especially to surgical operations, has, perhaps,
taken as much hold of the public mind as any of the other phenomena.

Could such an insensibility be safely and surely induced, it would be one of
the greatest boons bestowed by Providence upon man. That a certain degree
of insensibility may frequently be caused hy the hypnotic stare we are con-
Vinced, but whether it could be safely induced, so as to be useful in operations,
Wwe think very doubtful. Still, thisis a branch of the subject which ought to
be diligently cultivated, with a view to ohtain correct and full information.

The state of the question at present stands thus. 1t is asserted that multi-
:"‘d'm of minor operations ha}'e been perfm'mgd without pain in the mesmeric

rance, and that four or five important operations have been also rendered pain-
Tess from the same cause. With regard to the minor operations, such as those
of drawing teeth, and cutting for strabismus, we may dismiss themn, as, at all
events, not furnishing evidence unequivocally proving the painlessness. For
nothing is more common than fora patient to declare, that “they had not felt
the f:cm}th come out,” and the very sight of the instruments or the sound of the
dentist’s bell, has frequently dissipated the pain. As to strabismus, we have

e e—

! Had space permiited, this article should have appeared in our April number.
~—Eprror.
. * See Deleuze * Instruction Pratique sur le Magnétisme.” note 7. 1. 589
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tons huve been performed without pain. This leads us to infer, that
t :r:ztluisite cunditiﬂﬂpcan but rarely be induced, and makes us fear, that: it
will never be capable of heing resorted to with confidence in surgical practice.
But even if we be able to produce the insensibility with as great certainty and
faeility as many mesmerists, and Mr Braid by means of hyplllutlamﬁ assert t]}at
it may be induced—we should still have to inquire whether it can be done with
safety to the patient. Would there be no danger of convulsions or un-
manageable spasm being induced in a state of the nervous system, such as that
spoken of? The recollection of a circumstance which took place after the am-
putation of the thigh of an epileptic patient, excites this inquiry. During the
operation, the patient was very quiet,—but it was evident that he was about to
have an epileptic seizure. By a strong effort of mind, as he thought after-
wards, he was able to keep off the fit; but after he was placed in bed, and the
surgeon was just wighdrawing his hand from under the stump, after placing it
on the pillow, he went off into convulsions, flung the stump violently about
in the air, and burst open the plasters, causing fearful hemorrhage. It was ne-
cessary, in consequence, to open the wound, and take up two arteries. Now
what certainty have we, that in insensibility produced by hypnotism or mes-
merism, similar results might not follow ? It it is only in hysterical patients
that the condition ean be induced,—have we not all too frequently seen the in-
gibility of hysteria pass suddenly into convulsive action, to induce us to resort
to aur:{x a means of saving a patient pain? And with such a possibility even be-
 fore him, would the operator retain his calmness ?

To sum up the results of our inquiry, we think there is evidence that the
sleep, coma, impaired sensibility, convulsions, and hysterical Ehenumena, may
be induced by mesmerisin, and mzl.n{l of the same phenomena by hypnotism,—
but that their results are caused by the condition of the brain, and the emotions
of the patient,—that in short they are caused from within, and are not the
result of any specifie action or fluid passing from the mesmeriser. With regard
to the higher phenomena, we think that there is not evidence before the publie,
sufficient to justify any rational sceptic in believing one iota of any of them,
+ The fact that many of the professors of ‘the art are men of great intelligence
and undoubted benevolence, has made it a somewhat painful task for us to
speak of what we believe to be their delusions in the manner which truth de-
manded,—we console ourselves, however, with the reflection, that the mesme-
risers in general have been too liberal in their inveetives against our profession,
to wish that we should not, in our turn, speak out frankly and plainly. One
of them, at our ear just now, tells us that we are bigots—that we shut our-
selves out from knowledge by obstinate ineredulity—that their science is firm
as the pyramids of Egypt, and will stand for ever. To this we can only meekly
reply, that their credulity and ignorance is at least as likely as our bigotry to
shut them out from knowledge—and that if there is any resemblance between
their science and the pyramids, it is, in heing based on the sand, and in being a
pyramid of error inverted on an apex of truth. D.R. L.

LeamiNGroN Sra.
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