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THOSE who are present at this meeting need scarcely be reminded
of the importance of the subject which is our common bond of
union, that which is defined in the prospectus of the Institute
as “ the promotion of the science of mankind by the aceumulation
of observations bearing on man’s past history and present state
in all parts of the globe.”

But those present are a very small fraction indeed of the
persons in this country to whom this great subject is, or should
be in some one or other of its various divisions, a matter of deep
interest, and as it is possible that the words which it is my
privilege and duty as your President to address to you on this
oceasion may be read by some who are not yet so much con-
versant with the aims of anthropology and the means for its
cultivation which this Institute affords as those who have taken
the trouble to come here this evening, I hope that you will
pardon me if I bring before you some general considerations,
perhaps familiar to all of you, regarding the scope and value of
the science the advancement of which we have at heart.

One of the great difficulties with regard to making anthro-
pology a special subject of study, and devoting a special organi-
sation to its promotion, is the multifarious nature of the
branches of knowledge comprehended under the title. This
very ambition, which endeavours to include such an extensive
range o:i knowledge, ramifying in all directions, illustrating
and receiving light from so many other sciences, appears often

to overleap itself and give a looseness and indefiniteness to
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them also, and the difficult study of comparative psychology,
now attracting much attention, is an important factor in any
complete system of anthropology.

In endeavouring to investigate the origin of mankind as a
whole, geology must lend its assistance to determine the com-
parative ages of the strata in which the evidences of his exist-
ence are found ; and researches into his early history soon trench
upon totally different branches of knowledge. In tracing the
progress of the race from its most primitive condition, the
characteristics of its physical structure and relations with the
lower animals are soon left behind, and it is upon evidence of a
kind peculiar to the human species, and by which man is so
pre-eminently distinguished from all other living beings, that our
conclusions mainly rest. The study of the works of our earliest
known forefathers, “ prehistoric archaeology,” as it is commonly
called, although one of the most recently developed branches of
knowledge, is now almost a science by itself, and one which is
recelving a great amount of attention in all parts of the civilised
world. It investigates the origin of all human culture, endea-
vours to trace to their common beginning the sources of all our
arts, customs, and history. The difficulty is what to include and
where to stop; as, though the term * prehistoric ” may roughly
indicate an artificial line between the province of the anthropo-
logist and that which more legitimately belongs to the archaeolo-
gist, the antiquary, and the historian, it is perfectly evident that
the studies of the one pass insensibly into those of the other.
Knowledge of the origin and development of particular existing
customs throws immense light upon their real nature and
importance, and conversely, it is often only from a profound
acquaintance with the present or comparatively modern mani-
festations of culture that we are able to interpret the slight
indications afforded us by the scanty remains of primitive
civilisation.

Even the more limited subject of ethnology must be approached
from many sides, and requires for its cultivation knowledge
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unquestionably below that of physical characters. Used, how-
ever, with due caution, it is a powerful aid to our investigations,
and in the diffieulties with which the subject 1s surrounded, one
which we can by no means afford to do without.

4 The same may be said of social customs, including habita-
tions, dress, arms, food, as well as ceremonies, beliefs, and laws,
in themselves fascinating subjects of study, placed here in the
fourth rank, not as possessing any want of interest, but as
contributing comparatively little to our knowledge of the natural
elassification and affinities of the racial divisions of man. When
we see identical and most strange customs, such as particular
modes of mutilation ef the body, showing themselves among
races the most diverse in character and remote geographically,
we cannot help coming to the conclusion that these customs
have either been communicated in some hitherto unexplained
manner, or are the outcome of some common element of
humanity, in either of which cases they tell nothing of the
special relations or affinities of the races which practise them.

This subject of ethnography, or the diserimination and
description of race characteristics, is perhaps the most prac-
tically important of the various branches of anthropology.
Its importance to those who have to rule—and there are few
of us now who are not called upon to bear our share of the
responsibility of government—can scarcely be over-estimated
in an empire like this, the population of which is composed of
examples of almost every diversity under which the human
body and mind can manifest itself. The physical charac-
teristics of race, so strongly marked in many cases, are probably
always associated with equally or more diverse characteristics
of temper and intellect. In fact, even when the physical
divergences are weakly shown, as in the case of the different
races which contribute to make up the home portion of the
empire, the mental and moral characteristics are still most
strongly marked. As it behoves the wise physician not only to
study the particular kind of disease under which his patient is
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scientific cultivation of anthropology in its several branches are
brightening.

I may first mention the publication of the final Report of the
Anthropometric Committee of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, of which formerly the late Dr. W.
Farr, and recently our Vice-President, Mr. Francis Galton, have
been Chairmen, and in which Mr. Charles Roberts, Dr. Beddoe,
Sir Rawson Rawson, and some other of our members, have
taken so active a part. This Report,and those which have from
time to time been issued by the Committee during the progress
of the work, contain a large mass of valuable statistical infor-
mation relating to the physical characters, including stature,
weight, chest girth, colour of eyes and hair, strength of arm, &e.,
of the inhabitants of the British Isles, illustrated by maps and
diagrams. Excellent as has been the work of the Committee,
there is still much to be done in the same direction, and larger
numbers of observations even than those already obtained are
in many cases necessary to verify or correct the inferences drawn
from them. This is thoroughly acknowledged in the Report,
which states in one of the concluding pavagraphs that “the
Committee believes that it has laid a substantial foundation for
a further and more exhaustive study of the physical condition of
a people by anthropometric methods, and that its action will
prove that it has been useful as an example to other scientific
societies and to individuals in stimulating them, as well as
directing them in the methods of making statistical inquiries
relative to social questions.”

It is satisfactory to learn that many portions of the work thus
inangurated will be carried on by bodies specially interested in
particular departments, as the Collective Investigation Committee
of the British Medical Association, and the Committee of the
British Association for collecting photographs and defining the
characteristics of the principal races of the United Kingdom, a
subject in which Mr. Park Harrison is taking so deep an interest,

It should be mentioned that the original returns upon which
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In Dnml:;ridge also there are many hopeful signs. The recently-
appointed Professor of Anatomy, Dr. Macalister, is known to
have paid much attention to anatomical anthropology, and has
already intimated that he proposes to give instruction in it
during the summer term. An Ethnological and Archaological
Museum is also in progress of formation, which, if not destined
to rival that of Oxford, already contains many objects of great
value, and a guarantee of its good preservation and arrangement
may be looked for in the recent appointment of Baron Anatole
von Hiigel as its first Curator.

Perhaps in no place in the world could so varied and cOm-
plete an anthropological collection be expected as in the National
Museum of this country, which should be the great repository
of the scientific gleanings of the numerous naval, military, ex-
ploring, and mercantile expeditions sent ouf by the Government
or by private enterprise for more than a century past, and
penetrating into almost every region of the globe. Our insular
position, maritime supremacy, numerous dependencies, and rami-
fying commerce, have given us unusually favourable opportunities
for the formation of such collections—opportunities which,
unfortunately, in past times have not been used so fully as might
be desired. There is, however, a great change coming over those
who have charge of our national collections in regard to this
subject. Thanks to the foresicht and munificence of the late
Mr. Henry Christy, and the well-directed enercies of Mr. Franks
and his colleagues, the collection illustrating the customs, clothing,
arts, and arms of the various existing and extinet races of men,
in the British Museum, is rapidly assuming an importance which
will be a surprise to those who see it for the first time arranged
in the large galleries formerly devoted to mammals and birds.
Even the grand proportion of space allotted to this collection
in the re-arrangement of the Museum is, T am told, scarcely
sufficient for its present needs, to say nothing of the accessions
which 1t will doubtless receive now that its importance and good
order are manifest,
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advantage and instruction of British anthropologists, an invalu-
able series of specimens otherwise probably destined to have
been dispersed or lost to the country for ever. This collection
consists of 24 skeletons and 1,539 crania, making, with the
remainder of the College collection, a total of 3,032 specimens
illustrating the osteological modifications of the human species.
These are all in excellent order, clean, accessible, and catalogued
in a manner convenient for reference, although somewhat too
crowded in their present locality to be readily available for
observation.

Large as is this collection, and rich in rare and interesting
types, it is far from exhaustive ; many great groups are almost
or entirely unrepresented even by crania, and the series of
skeletons is (with the exception of one race only, the Anda-
manese) quite insufficient to give any correct idea of the average
proportions of the different parts of the framework. In fact, such
a collection as would be required for this purpose must be quite
beyond the resources of, as well as out of place in, any but a
national museum.

The collections illustrating anatomical anthropology in the
University museums of Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, and
Dublin have all greatly increased of late, but for the reasons
Just given they can never be expected to attain the dimensions
required for the study of the subject in its profoundest details.
The small, but very choice collections formed by the officers of
the Medical Department of the army, and kept in the museum of
the Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley, and that of the navy at
Haslar Hospital, are, I believe, in a stationary condition, but in
good preservation. Our own collection, which also contains
some valuable specimens (notably the complete skeleton of one
of the extinct Tasmanian aborigines, presented by the late Mr.
Morton Allport), and which during the past year has been
catalogued for the first time by Mr. Bloxam, has not been added
to, owing to a feeling which the Council has long entertained,
and which induced them to part with the ethnological collection,
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Primitive Inhabitants of Scandinavia : an Essay on Comparative
Ethnography, and a Contribution to the History of the Develop-
ment of Mankind.”

The number of our ordinary members has been fairly kept up,
the additions by election having slightly exceeded the losses by
death and resignation ; but a larger increase in the future will
be necessary in order to carry on the operations of the Institute
.in a successful manner, especially under the new conditions to
which I shall have to advert presently. Even by the most
careful management our Treasurer has not succeeded in bringing
the expenditure of the year quite within our ordinary income.,

The Journal, I am glad to report, has been brought out with
exemplary punctuality, under the able and energetic supervision
of our director, Mr. Rudler. To this part of our operations I
think we may look with unmixed satisfaction, the number,
character, and variety of the communications contained in it
being quite equal to those of former years.

With regard to our future, the next year will probably be one
of the most momentous in our annals, as we have determined
upon a great step, no less than a change of domicile. It was
ascertained in the course of last summer that we could only
remain in our present quarters at an inecreased rent upon that
which we had hitherto paid, and upon a very uncertain tenure.
We therefore considered whether it would be possible to obtain
as good or better accommodation elsewhere. It happened fortu-
nately that the Zoological Society was about to move into new
freehold premises at No. 3, Hanover Square, and would have
spare rooms available for the occupation of other societies. A
committee of the Council was appointed to examine and report
upon the desirability of moving, and negotiations were entered
into with the Council of the Zoological Society which have
ended in our becoming their tenants for the future. We shall
have for the purposes of our library, office, and Council meetings,
two convenient rooms on the second floor immediately above the

library of the Zoological Society, and for the purpose of storing












