Address / by William Newman.

Contributors

Newman, William, 1833-1903.
Royal College of Surgeons of England

Publication/Creation
Stamford : Printed by Jenkinson & Son, 1886.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/j8mg9mgv

Provider

Royal College of Surgeons

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. The original may be consulted at The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/






















[

the double charm of interest and perhaps of novelty, and also be
possibly of some definite usefulness. From my predecessors you
have heard much, well and wisely told, of the general and social
aspects of the profession, of matters not nnfrequently of local
colour and importance, and as at our last meeting, at Leicester,
of special surgical details, which will have lived to good purpose,
I doubt not, in the memory of many present.

With your sanction I propose to turn our attention for a very
brief space to Lt a small part of the daily relations of our
profession with the general publie, to leave to others more versed
in comprehensive views topics of wider range, and to illustrate
by examples, more or less drawn from the area very near to my
own home, the working of the daily links of the medical
profession with that section of the community who are poor but
independent, not possessed of other than scanty means, yet
willing to help themselves, and, in this at least, nobly self-reliant.

There are few questions more complex and more interesting
than those which have to deal with the necessarily small
earnings of the labouring poor in connection with the reasonable
claim of any member of the medical profession to some money
return for good and thoughtful service.

I pass by the Poor Law Medical Establishment with the one
bare comment, that I sincerely hope the time is not far distant
when efficiency, and not a niggard yet most unwise economy, shall
be the dominant prineciple with those to whom this administration
15 assigned,

Again I limit my notice to dwellers in the country, in villages,
and in small towns: of larger communities I have little personal
knowledge, and in these too the constituent elements may well
be under very different conditions.”

——————— — e —

* Bee, however, for parallel establishments :—Report of * Metropolitan
Provident Medical Asso-iation,” established in 1880, and apparently very
snecessful.—Daily Telegraph, June 10th, 18806,

And again, for report of * Liverpool Provident Medical Association.’—
Brit. Med. Journal, June 12th, 1886,

























[12]

Forgive me if I seem to go beyond the ordinary limits of an
Address, yet the very fact that by your courtesy I am allowed to
speak to you, is in itself an apt illustration of a new and personal
indebtedness. 1 could not pass by this occasion without some
such expression of deep personal feeling, (grave and even austere
though my words may I fear sound to some of my hearers), and
I might not flinch from the suggesting of serious thoughts, whieh,
gpringing from our common standpoint as members of a noble
profession, may yet need to be reiterated in the ears of each
one of us,

The scene of human life remains the same from year to year,
the actors only change, they flit across the stage of daily interests,
some playing more prominent, the majority humble, almost
unnoticed parts, only to disappear and give place to others.
These in their turn are growing up, and do but wait behind the
side lights ready to slip into the vacant posts. Very soon I who
speak and you who have counrteously listened will have played
our parts. Only to drop the figure may it be written of us, as the
testimony of those who have known and watehed us with no
unfriendly eyes, that our life’s work has been done

“ Ad majorem Dei gloriam.'
















