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Distribution—Recruits having beett accepted by the
Conseil de Revision are distributed among different corps
and branches of the service according to their own aptitude
and the requirements of regiments ; the distribution taking
place without reference to the individual, except in cases
where a request is made for appointment to a particular
regiment. When this occurs the wishes of individuals are
as far as possible met, but under any citcumstances, a young
soldier having once joined a partichlar regiment, he usually
remains in it throughout his period of service. With regard
to substitutes, the same rules are applicable as for recruits,
yet, in practice, it happens that frequent reference occurs to
the wunfitness physically and morally of those joining the
ranks.

DURATION OF MILITARY SERVICE.

By the law of 1832 the period of obligatory service was
seven years. In 1868 a decision was passed that it should
thenceforward be five years with the colours in times of
peace, and afterwards four in the reserve ; or in time of war
that a soldier might be retained in activity throughout the
whole period of nine years.

Volunteers were permitted to engage at seventeen years
of age; the period being of variable duration from two to
seven years, or under certain circumstances, as for example,
during the late war, so long as the campaign should last.

;‘?f-mgagfmmn were permitted in the regular army for
periods varying from two to five years, it being understood
that the soldier re-engaging must do so during the last
year of his first period, or after it has been completed. It
has always been found, however, that the number of re-
engagements were less numerous than that of the * erone-
rations,” on one account or another,

Accor{}i11g to Baron Stoffel, the longer period of obliga-
tory service in the French as compared with the Prussian
army was considered as affording the former an advantage
not possessed by the latter,
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kerchiefs of the French soldier, neither of these occurring in
the list of “ necessaries” of ours.

The Kit— According to technical nomenclature, the
different articles that form the kit of a French soldier are
divided into those of the grand equipment, and those of the
petit equipment. The former include such articles as are
not carried 7z the knapsack as fente abri, arms, and so on ;
the latter such as are. The former are the property of the
State, the latter, of the individual. The weight of the kit
as carried under ordinary circumstances, is as follows—-
namely, clothing, 13'57 Ibs.; equipment, 2'co; armament,
18:90 ; necessaries, 1338 ; pack, 4'73; share of tente abri,
4 ; blanket, 3'5; total, 61'04. But in addition to these
articles, the soldier on active service carries 30 extra rounds
of ammunition, 3'19 ; the water-bottle filled, 2 : rations for 6
days, 6 ; equal to a grand total of 7223 Ibs. Nor does even
this represent the entire load carried under particular con-
ditions. The allowance of fuel for cooking has sometimes
to be carried, so have the sguad cooking vessels, a coffee-
pot, besides intrenching tools, and even larger quantities.
of ammunition than are here stated,

To contrast these particulars with corresponding points
in the British army, I would remind you that the actual
weight carried by the English foot soldier is as nearly as
possible 62} 1bs., or more than 101bs, less than the French-
man. Let me also solicit attention to the differences
already noticed in regard to height, physique, and food of
the two, and the disproportion between all these and the

load under which the French soldier proceeds on service
will become still more apparent,

In the sudden emergency of a siege,
presented themselves in regard to the su
clothing for the troops, whether of the regular forces or
Garde Nationale, These difficulties were, as far as prac-
ticable, combated by Government, and charity supple-
mented in some measure what was still wanting. Yet,

great difficulties
ficient supply of


















SERVICE DE SANTE, IN RELATION TO THE
SOLDIER.

Finally, let us for a moment consider the state of the
French Service de Santé as it existed during the late war, in
relation to the soldier, or in other words, that department of
the military services whose special functions comprise the
preservation of health of the individual, and when stricken
down, whether by the subtle” action of disease or by the
stroke of the enemy, the scientific care, upon which alone
_escape from death depends, and the knowledge of which
being available, gives to troops, officers, and privates alike,
that confidence in the day of combat, without which, all
history declares that battles cannot be won.

Need I remind you that in the French army a medical
department has no separate existence, being merely a
branch of one of the Directions, namely, the fifth, into
which the administration of the War Office is divided.
That « Direction” comprises, as sub-branches—a, the services
connected with the march, transport, and military con-
veyances ; 4, food and fuel ; ¢, personnel of medical officers,
military hospitals, regimental infirmaries, and invalids;
d, clothing, bedding, and equipment ; ¢, pay, accounts, and
interior administration of all branches of the service; the
whole constituting the Direction of the Zntendance Mili-
taire and administrative services.

Thus the needs of sick and wounded men are placed in
the same category as those of food, pay, and conveyance
of the efficient ; and the technical knowledge necessary for
successfully combating disease, or treating grave injuries,
accorded a measure of consideration less than that granted
to the duties of supply to the hale and efficient. The
prospects of the Officier de Santé, alike for promotion and
honorary rewards, are in the keeping of the very depart-
ment of the army with which he must necessarily come into
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hospital diseases spread everywhere, and for days and days
funeral processions, wending along the thoroughfares of
the blockaded and bombarded city, proclaimed to all how
sad and terrible was the death-rate among those who could
only be saved by prompt and sufficient professional aid.

I must have done. Not because my subject is exhausted,
but that the ordinary limits of an address have already
been exceeded. For this, and for the strain already placed
upon your patience, [ humbly crave indulgence. Although
the subjects selected for comment only represent fragments,
as it were, of the military fabric to which they refer, it has
been with difficulty that my glance at each in succession
has been limited even to present dimensions, considering
that without a certain number of details it becomes utterly
impossible to convey a tangible impression of the subject
reviewed. -

You have doubtless drawn the natural inferences in
regard to each succeeding “ point for comparison” I have
discussed ; nor need I doubt the result at which you have
arrived. It is beyond question that many very important
lessons are to be learnt from the Franco-German War—
lessons as to what it is desirable to adopt, as well as what
should be avoided ; nor can the observer of events help
seeing the useful purpose to which those lessons have been
put in the scheme so recently promulgated in regard to
our own service.

Let us ever profit by comparisons with, and teachings of,
conditions, although less fortunate than those under which
we have the happiness to live: and England may long
continue safely to confide her great interests to the keeping
of that glorious army of which your Royal Highness is an
ornament, and to which, when called upon hereafter to fill
that h_lgh position we sincerely hope is in store for you,
you will add increased lustre and honour.
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