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A CONTRIBUTION TO OUR /KNOWLEDGE OF
THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION
OF ANTIPYRIN.
By RAYNER D. BATTEN, M.D., B.8.Loxb,,
ANTy

T. J. BOEENHAM, L.S.A.Lowp,
( From the Laboratory of Dr. Lauder Brunton.)

TaE subject of the physiological action of antipyrin was originally
taken up by us in order to find out in what manner the drug
might act in migraine and kindred dizeases. The true pathology
of these disorders being uncertain, the subject was, of course, a
complex one, and we had no little difficulty in deciding on a defi-
nite plan of research. Most physicians huve, however, observed
that the attacks are often accompanied by an alteration in the
tone of the wvascular walls—namely, an irregular contraction or
epasm of portions of one of the temporal arteries, and probably of
others less superficial. We thought, therefore, that here might
be a clue to the action of the drug, which has been observed to
abolish this symptom. To test this view it was suggested by Dr.
Lauder Brunton that we might obtain some information by re-
peating Nothnagel’s experiment of locally stimulating the exposed
intestine of an animal by means of a erystal of sodium ealt, this
producing, under normal circumstances, a distant peristaltic con-
traction towards the duodenum, as well as a local annular con-
striction at the point of stimulation.

Diagram illustrating the effect of stimulating the intestine of an animal
with A& sandium n|'|.!f: A before, B after the i'||_'ir|-|'1'i||rl of |Lnrlp3;-ri:1. Tha
arrow points towards the dusdenum. * the point of application of the
sodinm salt,






























