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ADDRESS

OoF

GEORGE DAVID POLLOCK, F.R.C.S.,

PRESIDENT,
AT THE

ANNUAL MEETING, MARCH 1st, 1887.

GevtLEMEN,—The year that has passed has removed by
death no less than fifteen of our Fellows; and I fear that
even the short account of their lives and work which I have
to lay before you this evening, will sufficiently exhaust
your patience, without reference on my part to other
matters connected with our Society. I must, however,
mention that the names of two of our late Fellows were
omitted in the address of our President at the Annual
General Meeting of last year through their deaths not
having been publicly announced. It is therefore incumbent
on me to speak of them on this occasion before I allude
to those removed from our list during the past twelve
months.

Dyr. William Roden was elected a Fellow of this Society
in 1843. He was a native of Knowle, in Warwickshire.
At the early age of fourteen he was articled to a general
practitioner at Kidderminster. At the expiration of his
articles his medical education was continued, first at
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the arrival of his son soon after, he was unable to converse
with him. Shortly afterwards he became insensible, and
so continued till early the following day, when he died.

Throughout his active life he appeared to find sufficient
relaxation in change of occupation ; he was satisfied to vary
his medical and public duties by indulgence in the pleasures
of horticulture. His habits of scientific experiment and
observation enabled him to make many suggestions of
improvement in this, his favourite pursuit.

My, John Ware died at Clifton, on the 27th of Februnary,
1885, in the ninetieth year of his age. He was born in
London on the 15th of June, 1795. His father, Mr. James
Ware, of Lawrence Lane, in the City, was a well-known
oculist of his day, and a Fellow of the Royal Society. He
was the founder of the School for the Indigent Blind. He
was also one of the founders of the Society for the Relief
of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men ; and founder, by
donation, in 1788, of the Fund, the interest of which is
paid to the Directors for attendance at the meetings of the
Society. He left £200 to the Society, of which he was
President from the year 1809 to his death in 1815.

After a short University career at Cambridge, Mr. John
Ware commenced his medical education at St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, where he was a pupil of Mr. John Abernethy.
He became a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in
1817, and subsequently commenced to practise in New
Bridge Street, in partnership with his brother, Mr. Martin
Ware. He there devoted himself very successfully to
ophthalmic practice. His professional career was, however,
cub short by failing health, and in 1829 he was compelled
to relinquish practice. He left London for Clifton, near
Bristol, and there he resided till his death.

During his long residence at Clifton, Mr. Ware never
actively resnmed the practice of his profession. He chiefly
flevnted himself to works of philanthropy. He was ever
interested in all that related to medical science, and to the
last continued his membership of the different Medical
Societies to which he had subscribed in earlier life.
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He was one of the founders of the Clifton Dispensary, the
Clifton Friendly Society, and the District Visiting Society ;
foremost in starting and supporting all the various national
schools of Clifton and the Hot Wells, the Bristol Ragged
School and Blind Asylum, also the Clergy Daughters’
School, of which he was secretary for some time, He aided
Bishop Monk in starting the Diocesan Training College,
and Bishop Baring in his new Diocesan Society.

For the last fifteen years of his life failing strength and
increasing deafness compelled him to withdraw entirely
from all active work. But there was no failure in his
mental powers. To the last he retained a lively interest in
the works in which he could no longer take part. For
many years he was confined to his room, where, with a
cheerfulness and humility very touching to see, in peace and
hope he waited with patience the end, which came within a
few months of his ninetieth year.!

Great was the regret expressed by all who knew John
Cooper Forster when told of his sndden and severe illness.
While our late distinguished President was addressing us
at the last Annual General Meeting poor Cooper Forster
was fast sinking into his grave.

He had but a short time previously vacated the seat of
President of the Royal College of Surgeons of England.
He was well known to many Fellows of our Society, in
which he had not infrequently held office, so that this sad
news came as a shock, and spread much sorrow among us.
He expired the following morning.

Cooper Forster, as he was familiarly known, had appeared
amongst us but a few days previously, vigorous, active,
and hearty; in such apparent health and strength that a
long happy repose from professional labours, and continued
enjoyment of a prolonged life in the midst of his family,
promised to be the outcome of the uncertain future, if we
had ventured to forecast what that future might bring ; for

1 Letters from Mr. James T, Ware, Dr. Henry Marshall, and Mr, Charles
Hawkins,
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Cooper Forster had retired with ample means from pro-
fessional work.

John Cooper Forster was born in Lambeth on the 13th
November, 1823. He was a son of Mr. John Forster, who
practised for many years in that neighbourhood. He was
educated at King’s College School, and subsequently entered
at Guy's Hospital. He passed through a distinguished
career as a student; graduated as Bachelor of Medicine
in 1847 at the University of London, and was placed second
in honours, with gold medal, in Surgery, and also second
in honours in Midwifery. He was one of the first among
consulting surgeons who availed himself of the University
of London Degree.

He became a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of
England in 1849. In 1855 he was appointed Assistant
Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, and continued so to act till
1870, when he became Surgeon on the retirement of Mr.
Hilton.

An opportunity soon offered itself to test his judgment
and qualities as an operator, and he proved himself equal
to the occasion.! The facts are of so much importance as
bearing on the advance in this country of the operative
surgery of the abdomen, that I make no apology for
referring to them.

A patient came under the care of Dr. Habershon, in
Guy’s Hospital, with symptoms of obstruction of the ceso-
phagus, which in the course of some few weeks became so
complete that it was manifest the patient would be starved,
unless some measure of relief could be afforded. Conse-
gquently Mr. Cooper Forster was consulted, and he at once
decided to open the stomach. With regard to the operation
and operator Dr. Habershon’s words are the best commen-
tary : “The skill with which the operation was executed,
the scientific coolness and care displayed, and the manner
in which it was brought to a successful termination, all
who witnessed the operation can confirm,”? Mr. Forster

1 Letter from Dr, Wilks.
! “Guy’s Hospital Reports,” 8rd series, vol. iv, 1858,
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stimulants was not only advantageous, but often necessary,
under many surgical conditions.

- Besides the publication of numerous papers in ‘Guy’s
Hospital Reports,” two were contributed to our Society, and
were printed in the ‘Proceedings.’! Mr. Cooper Forster
was also the author of a work on the ¢ Surgical Diseases
of Children,’ a work founded on his large experience at the
Hospital for Children and Women in the Waterloo Road,
a charity to which he was Surgeon for many years.

He lectured on Anatomy at Guy’s Hospital School for
some time, and on the death of Mr. Poland he succeeded
to the Chair of Surgery, and resigned it on the retirement
of Mr. Birkett from the Hospital.

Cooper Forster served this Society in many offices, and
i all faithfully and well. He acted as Surgical Secretary
i 1873, 74, and 75. As Treasurer from 1879 to 1884. He
served on the Council in 1868-69 ; was Vice-President in
1877-78, and Referee for many years. He had long been
a member of the Council of the College of Surgeons, for
two years was one of the Vice-Presidents, and in 1884 was
elected President of the College. When his period of office
terminated in 1885, his seat in the Council also became
vacant by lapse of time. Nor did he seek re-election. He
now decided to relinquish practice, and his private means
enabled him to look forward to the indulgence of those
tastes which were congenial to his feelings, without the
drawbacks of professional work.,

He left England in Janunary of last year for the South of
France, exchanging the comforts of an English home for
the doubtful atmosphere of Continental hotels. While at
Nice he began to lose appetite, and as a feeling of weakness
continued, he decided to return to London without delay.
He travelled without rest. The exposure and the privations
of such a journey must have seriously added to the gravity
of his case. He arrived at his house in Upper Grosvenor
?itreet on the evening of Wednesday, the 24th of February,
In a state of extreme collapse. He was at once seen by his

' ¢ Proceedings,” vol. ii, p. 48, and vol. v, p. 319,
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All who were acquainted with Dr. Frederic Weber learnt
to appreciate his gentle nature. A more kindly, courteous
character it would be difficult to meet with. I had the
privilege of knowing him for many years and frequently
met him in consultation. I cannot express myself too highly
in his favour to do justice to my own estimate of his cha-
racter. I have seldom met with one so diffident, more clear-
headed, more charitable, and yet so firm of purpose. He
was, too, a man of much deep feeling. His son, a pupil at
St. George’s while I was still on the active staff of the
Hospital, was taken seriously ill and died soon after. I
cannot forget the tenderness of expression and the gratitude
with which he received my sympathy on that occasion ;
and I was especially struck by the truly patient and gentle
submission with which he met his severe afiliction. Dr.
Weber possessed great musical talent. His voice would
have enabled him to realise a fortune had his tastes led
him in that direction, rather than to lean on the merits of
his professional acquirements. He invariably declined the
society of the most fashionable, when satisfied that he was
only invited to make himself of use; Vanity Fair had no
attractions for one of his worth.

My. John BFremlyn Streatfeild was the seventh son of the
Rev. Thomas Streatfeild, of Charts Edge, Kent. He was
born on the 14th of October, 1828, and died on the 18th
of March, 1886, in the fifty-eighth year of his age.

The Streatfeilds, with whom the subject of this memoir
was connected, are a very old Kentish family, and have been
settled at Chiddingstone, near Penshurst, in the County of
Kent, for more than 350 years. John Fremlyn Streatfeild
himself took a great interest in the antiquities of his native
county, and spared no pains to colleet all that related in
literature and other ways to the history and antiquities of
that part of Kent. He was a good artist, especially in
architectural subjects, and was at the time of his death
preparing a work on the Antiquities of Kent, with illus-
trations by himself.!

! Letter from Mr. Marcus Beck.
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Mr. Streatfeild was a pupil at the London Hospital, He
became a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in
1852, and a Fellow by examination in 1862.

Soon after the commencement of the war in the Crimea,
he volunteered for service in the East. His services were
accepted, and on his arrival there he was appointed
Assistant Surgeon to the British Civil Hospital at Smyrna,
There he remained until peace was proclaimed between
England and Russia. His services were then no longer in
requisition, and he returned home.

Soon after settling himself in practice he was elected
Assistant Surgeon to the Royal London Ophthalmic Hos-
pital in Moorfields, and Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon to
University College Hospital. He was Senior Surgeon to
the former Institution, Professor of Clinical Ophthalmic
Surgery in University College, and Surgeon to the Hospital
at the time of his death.

Mr, Streatfeild had been in a somewhat delicate state of
health for some few years previous to his death. In the
bitter cold weather of last March he became the subject of
an acute attack of pneumonia which proved fatal in the
course of a very few days, at his house in Upper Brook Street.

He was the first Hditor of the ¢ Ophthalmic Hospital
Reports;’ and many of the contributions to its numbers
were the work of his pen. He was also anthor of the
chapters on Ophthalmic Surgery in Erichsen’s ¢ Science
and Art of Surgery,” also of articles on ophthalmic subjects
in € Quain’s Dictionary of Medicine.”

As an operator on the eye, Mr. Streatfeild, in the opinion
of those best capable of judging, appears to have excelled,
with much-deserved distinction. He was dexterous in
manipulation, accurate and collected, but rapid in execution.

The subject of adhesions of the iris had been for some
time one of great interest to him, and he had given much
time to it. To correct the evil results of the various forms
of iritis, he had introduced an operation for liberating
adhesions of that membrane to the capsule of the lens, and

I ¢« British Medieal Journal,” March 27th, 1886.
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of late years had conducted a series of experiments in the
treatment of synechise by electricity, though I am informed
without satisfactory results.

At University College Hospital he was very much liked
by those who knew him intimately ; but he was somewhat
shy and retiring in disposifion, and frequently failed to
make that impression on strangers, and acquaintances
generally, that a more genial, though less sincere, man
would more frequently secure with advantage to himself
and his well-doing.

Mr. Streatfeild was elected a Fellow of this Society in
1858. He was a Member of the Council in 1874-75, and
served on the Library Committee in 1867-68.

Dr. John Parkin died at Brighton on the 18th of March,
1886. He was born on the 10th of May, 1801. His father
was one of the principal officers of Her Majesty’s Dock-
yards at Sheerness and Chatham. He was educated by
Dr. Griffiths, one of the canons of Rochester, and studied
under Abernethy at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. He was a
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of Kdinburgh,
a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, and
a Corresponding Fellow of the Royal Academies of Medi-
cine and Surgery of Madrid, Barcelona, and Cadiz.

Dr. Parkin commenced practice in London, in Dover
Street, Piccadilly, and from all I can learn his practice was
chiefly confined to the treatment of mental disorders. During
his residence in London he had, first at Chelsea, and
subsequently at Battersea, private accommodation for the
reception and treatment of the insane. In the study of this
special subject he is reported to have taken the deepest
interest, though I do not discover that he has left behind
him the results of his observations and experience. This
is remarkable, as he was a most industrious and thoughtful
writer on subjects he took up for examination or investi-
gation.

Prior to his seftling in London he had spent much time
in different parts of Spain, that he might have the oppor-
tunity of investigating the subject of cholera.



12 PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

When that disease broke out in the West India Islands,
he, at great pecuniary sacrifice, at once severed his con-
nection with York House, at Battersea, and went out at his
own expense. He remained there for many months, during
which time he was continuously engaged in attending and
prescribing for all who came within his province. Such
was his experience, and such the estimate of his services,
that on a second visitation of cholera in the West Indies
he was sent out by the Government as Her Majesty’s
Medical Inspector.

Dr. Parkin visited Calcutta after his return from the
West Indies, for the special purpose of studying the phe-
nomena of cholera, under the different circumstances of
soil, climate, and race.

From his long observation of this disease under various
conditions and in various climates, he became strongly
impressed with the conviction that cholera and other epi-
demics are in some measure due to those atmospheric con-
ditions which attend or follow volcanic disturbances. He
was a strong opponent of all measures of quarantine, and
although his statements may not be considered sufficient to
prove the soundness of his views, still he has brought a large
amount of evidence to bear upon this question ; and much
that is worthy the consideration of all interested in the
subject.

Dr. Dill attended Dr. Parkin in his last illness at Brighton,
and has furnished me with the following notes. He writes:
“The intense earnestness of his character and indomitable
pursuit after knowledge in the investigation of any subject
which laid hold of his mind, was shown by the fact that all
hig life he laboured under the physical infirmity of spina
bifida. My intercourse with him having been always
professional, I had little opportunity of knowing his views
on subjects generally, but I saw enough of him to reach
his mind on the one subject which regulated his daily life :
he was a humble and sincere Christian.”

It is interesting to be able to record that one suffering
from spina bifida should, notwithstanding the general ten-
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dency of this affection to shorten life, have gone through
so much exposure and active exertion, as did the subject
of this memoir, and yet have lived to the ripe age of eighty-
five. He died in the full possession of every faculty, and
to the last took a most vivid interest in everything relating,
not only to his own profession, but to every topic of the
day.

ifr. Isidore Isaae Lyons was born in 1843, and after
receiving his education at Dover, entered as a student at
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital in 1866, and was elected a
Fellow of this Society in 1882.

Having become a member of the Royal College of Sur-
geons, he turned his attention to Dental Surgery, and
studied this branch of the profession with great industry,
both at St. Bartholomew’s and the Dental Hospital.

Having long assisted, unofficially, in the dental depart-
ment at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and rendered services
that were highly appreciated by the Staff and students, as
well as by the patients, he was appointed Assistant Dental
Surgeon to that Institution in 1879. He also became
Dental Surgeon to the Evelina Hospital in Southwark.

Mr. Liyons was rapidly gaining practice when, in 1882, he
was attacked by disease of the nervous system, and he died
in May, 1886.

He was not only able and successful in his profession, but
he had won the sincere regard of all who knew him by the
modesty and kindness of his disposition, and the con-
scientions and devoted manner in which he performed his
dnties.!

He was buried in the Jewish Cemetery at Willesden.

M. William White Cooper died on the 1st of June, 1886.
He was born on the 17th November, 1816, so that he
had lived to the age of threescore years and ten.

I was well acquainted with him. As pupils we had
worked together at the Ophthalmic Hospital in Moorfields,
in the days of Tyrrell, Scott, and Dalrymple. As col-
leag'ues we were assoclated for a few years in connection

! Letter from Mr, Howard Marsh,
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in practice, not apparently on a matter of health, but rather
one of pleasure, and change after his hospital life. On his
return he published a guide for the use of those who wished
to seek a more genial climate in winter than England can
offer. Subsequently he travelled for a short time on the
Continent, and then settled in London.

He continued to be connected with the Institution in
Charlotte Street, already referred to, until elected Ophthal-
mic Surgeon to St. Mary’s Hospital in 1851, when the
duties of this appointment, and his increasing private work,
obliged him to sever his connection with that which might
be justly called the offspring of his own influence and exer-
tions. In 1859 White Cooper was gazetted Surgeon Oculist
to the Queen, an appointment which was due euntirely to the
high professional estimate in which he was held by the late
Sir James Clark and Sir Benjamin Brodie. This appoint-
ment only terminated with his death.

As an ophthalmic surgeon he always appeared careful
and discriminating in the examination of cases; judicious
in treatment, and most kind and attentive to all under his
care. As an operator he was skilful and neat, and simple
in his management of cases after operation. He resigned
his appointment to St. Mary’s Hospital in 1862, and
was then appointed Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon to that
charity.

White Cooper published in 1847 his ¢ Practical Remarks
on Near Sight, Aged Sight, and Impaired Vision.” He also
published a short account of “ Conical Cornea,” a work on
‘ Wounds and Injuries of the Eye,” and was also author of
the article “ Vision” in the ¢ Cyclopeedia of Anatomy and
Physiology.’

In May of last year, after a slight chill, he was attacked
by acute inflammation of the lungs, which, notwithstanding
the attention of Sir William Jenner and Dr. Wilson Fox,
proved fatal in the course of four days. After many years
of professional attendance on the Queen, Her Majesty
intimated to Mr. White Cooper her intention of conferring
upon him the honour of knighthood. He was naturally



. - -
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member of the Surgical Staff. He was born in 1837 ; the
youngest son of Mr. Nicholas Mason, of Wood Street,
Cheapside. His early education was commenced at the
Islington Preparatory School, at the time when Dr. Jackson,
the late Bishop of London was head-master there. Subse-
quently he became a student at King’s College Medical
School and Hospital. In the wards of the latter he appears
to have worked, and to have discharged the duties of
dresser, with such interest and zeal, as to secure the notice
of those under whom he acted. He also carried off the
prize in Surgery of his year.

Sir William Fergusson early learnt to appreciate his
excellent qualities, and constantly called on him for assist-
ance at operations in private and for other professional pur-
poses. To the day of Sir William’s death, Francis Mason
was his intimate and trusted friend.

Mr. Mason became a member of the Royal College of
Surgeons in 1858. He officiated, as House Surgeon, at
King’s College Hospital in the years 1859-60. He became
a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons by examination
in 1862. His first public appointment was that of Surgeon
to the St. Pancras and Northern Dispensary. He was then
appointed Assistant Surgeon to King’s College Hospital.
But as promotion here appeared remote and uncertain, he
took advantage of an opening in the Surgical Staff of West-
minster Hospital, and passed over to it as Surgeon. He
was also appointed Lecturer on Anatomy at the Medical
School.

In 1871, when the mew buildings of St. Thomas’s Hos-
pital were ready for the reception of patients, the Governing
Body decided to reorganise and increase the Medical and
Sorgical Staff. It deservedly fell to the lot of Francis
Mason to be selected as one of the Assistant Surgeons,
whereupon he resigned the Westminster Hospital. He
was also appointed one of the Lecturers on Anatomy. He
succeeded Mr. Simon as Surgeon in 1876.1

Mr. Mason delivered the oration at the Medical Society

1 ¢ Lancet,” June 12th, 1886,
2
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member of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. In
1864 he was appointed House Surgeon to King’s College
Hospital ; and subsequently held, consecutively, the offices
of Surgical Registrar and Administrator of Ansesthetics.
After a tour of study at Vienna and Paris, he returned to
London, and set himself down to hospital work, For some
short time he held the appointment of Prosector at the
College of Surgeons; and in addition acted as Assistant
Demonstrator of Anatomy in his own school at King’s
College. He became a Fellow of the College of Surgeons
by examination in 1868, and was also an Honorary Fellow
of King’s College, London. When a vacancy occurred in
the Surgical Staff of King’s College Hospital, at no great
distance of time subsequent to his having held the office of
House Surgeon, Mr. Bell was elected Assistant Surgeon.
In this position he worked diligently for eight years, at
the expiration of which time he was appointed Surgeon to
the hospital. With this appointment a certain number of
beds were allotted to him for his especial use.

In the out-patients’ department he was distinguished for
the zeal and assiduity with which he endeavoured to impart
instruction to the pupils of his class, and was consequently
much appreciated by them. Notwithstanding a certain
shyness and indecision of manner he became a great
favourite with the students, and was justly looked upon as
a thoroughly good teacher. Mr. Bell was very much
interested ab all times in all that related to plastic surgery.
His operations for the remedy of various deformities, and
the measures taken to overcome congenital defects, ave
reported to me to have been very successful.

His own contributions to surgical literature consisted of
the Lettsomian Lectures, delivered to the Medical Society

- of London, on “Diseases of the Testis,” and not long
' antecedent to his death he had completed an article on
" “Diseases and Injuries of the Male Genital Organs”’ for
4 .ﬁalhhurab’s ‘Encyclopedia of Surgery.’ This article
' évinces a great amount of careful research and a consider-
+ able general knowledge of the subjects therein considered.
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at Guy’s Hospital in 1854, At his first M.B. examination at
the University of London he took many prizes, and when
he graduated as Bachelor of Medicine in 1859 he took
honours in every subject. In 1864 he took his Doctor of
Medicine degree.

Dr. Moxon was appointed one of the Assistant Demon-
strators of Anatomy at Guy’s Hospital Medical School in
1857, and in 1864 was elected Assistant Physician to the
Hospital. He succeeded Dr. Wilks in the Chair of Patho-
logy, and here he appears to have been in his element,
showing great power of work and accuracy in detail, with
extreme aptitude of conveying information in pithy and
expressive language. His demonstrations are described as
deliberate, elaborate, and emphatic. Disease was illustrated
by finished drawings, many of which may be referred to in
the ¢ Transactions of the Pathological Society.” HEverything
from his pen was clear, terse, and the result of honest
work, honest conviction, and much original thought,
“never slight or trivial in substance, and always brought
up to the requirements of scientific accuracy.” After being
engaged for several years in teaching pathology, he was
appointed to the Joint Lectureship of Medicine, and he
continued his work at that post to the time of his death.

In 1868 Dr. Mexon became a Fellow of the Royal College
of Physicians, and subsequently took an active part in its
affairs. He had of late years resided at Highgate, but
retained his consulting rooms in the City.

He had not been in good health for some time; his look
was delicate, his temperament nervous and energetic. He
had had several attacks of hsematuria, and suffered on
occasions from headache, and often from want of sleep. It
is reported that on the day of his death he had suffered in
this manner, with the addition of persistent vomiting and
some hemiplegic weakness. And thus passed away one of
the most honorable of men, one of the most careful, cour-
teous, and conscientious of physicians, a warm-hearted and
generous friend.

Dr. Moxon was elected a Fellow of this Society in 1868,
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Dr. Moxon was not only a writer and thinker, and a man
of action in his profession, but occasionally he contributed
to the non-professional literature of the day.

He was a devoted and loving husband, a kind and affec-
tionate father, and atrue friend. (Generous, warm-hearted,
and benevolent, he was ever ready to lend a helping hand
to those in distress. Many a poor student has been assisted
through his difficulties and many an orphan has been tempo-
rarily supported by his open purse. The amount he gave
away in private charity would be scarcely credited. Sensi-
tive and tender-hearted he was deeply affected by the signs
of pain, and he rebelled against anything akin to oppres-
sion.!

Mr. George Busk died at his house in Harley Street on
the 10th of August, 1886, after a long and painful illness.

He was born in 1807 at St. Petersburgh. At an early
age he gave promise of those tastes and of that aptitude for
research which, developing with his years, gained for him
the high position which he was destined to hold among the
scientific workers of his time.

He was a student at St. Thomas’s Hospital, but attended
the practice of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital for one year from
October, 1828.

After being admitted a Member of the College Mr. Busk
was appointed in 1832 Assistant Surgeon to the Seamen’s
Hospital Ship at Greenwich, when the “Grampus?” was
used for this purpose. Subsequently the  Dreadnought
was given over by the Government for the accommodation
of a larger number of patients, and Mr. Busk became in
time Surgeon to that floating hospital.

Mr. Busk held the appointment to the Hospital Ship for
about twenty-five years; and it was this twenty-five years
of hospital work which may be said to have embraced the
strictly professional period of his life, In 1855 he resigned
his appointment to the “ Dreadnought,” and at the same
time came the determination to withdraw from the practice
of his profession. He settled in London, but while refusing

! * Lancet,” August 7th, 1886,
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1864, for the purpose of investigating the ancient fauna
which had been discovered in the caves of that region.

. To attempt on this occasion to do anything like justice
to the work and character of George Busk would be to
trespass far too long on the time allotted to us this evening,
I must not, however, omit a reference to his last labours.
These were devoted to the preparation of a Report on the
Polyzoa collected during the Voyage of the “ Challenger.”
The first part of this work was completed in 1884, while
the second and concluding portion he left behind in a con-
dition nearly ready for the press. This under the judicious
supervision of the proofs by his eldest daughter, through
whose loving care during his last months of suffering he
was enabled to carry on his work to completion, is now
ready for publication.

Harly elected a Fellow of the Royal Society he served
on the Council and was four times nominated as a Vice-
President. He was, more than once, President of the
Microscopical Society, and of the Anthropological Society.
He was for a time Zoological Secretary of the Linnean
Society, and would have been made President had he not
felt himself unequal to the duties of the office.

For his researches in Zoology and Comparative Anatomy,
the Royal Society in 1871 awarded him the Royal Medal,
while for his palmontological researches he received from
the Geological Society the Lyell and Wollaston Medals.
On the passing of the Cruelty to Animals Act, he was
appointed inspector of the various medical schools and
physiological laboratories registered under the Act, and the
Judgment and skill with which he performed the difficult
duties of the office bear ample testimony to the wisdom of
his appointment.!

George Busk was a genuine lover of nature. Generous
and liberal to his fellow-workers, he was ever ready to place
his rich store of material at their service, and never envious
of whatever success might accrue to them as a result of his
liberality.

! Letter from Dr. Allman,
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the questions to be settled, and very fair and courteous in
discussion. He was altogether one of the best men I have
ever known ; full of knowledge, but without one shade of
personal vanity ; laborious, but always asif with enjoyment
of his work ; a patient and industrious collector of facts,
and of their illustrations in specimens and drawings, and
very cautious in drawing his conclusions from them. He
had a remarkable knowledge of languages. He could read
nearly every one in which scientific works are published,
and he continued to the last a habit of reading some of the
best classics. And it i1s but right to tell that, with all
this rare knowledge and laborious devotion to science, those
who knew him in his home might often have thought that
domestic love determined his whole course in life! He
died in his seventy-ninth year, beloved and regretted by
all who knew him well.

Dr. Samuel Woodman died at Ramsgate on the 13th
September, 1886, in his forty-third year. His death was
the result of an attack of typhoid fever, which he was
supposed to have contracted while absent from home on
a short holiday.

He was born in Exeter, in which town his father
practised as a surgeon., He was educated at the Exeter
Grammar School, and subsequently entered as a pupil
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Londonin 1861. After having
officiated as House Surgeon at this hospital for the usunal
time he settled at Ramsgate, in partnership with the
late Dr. Webster of that town.

Dr. Woodman was a Fellow by examination of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England, and a Doctor of
Medicine of Durham University, the Doctorate given to
practitioners of fifteen years’ standing. He was in a large
and a good practice. He was much liked, and was very
active in other matters besides those connected with the
practice of his profession. His bent was towards surgery ;
he was a good and bold operator, especially in cases of
lithotrity. He was a man of genial manners and a

! Letter from Sir J. Puget.



I I
1 - 1 -




PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 29

advice Dr. Woodman took to his bed. Hamorrhage with
symptoms of perforation of the bowels manifested themselves
some two days before his death, and then fatal collapse.

“ He met death,” writes his friend, *“ not bravely merely
but cheerfully, trying in this way to help his poor wife; his
mind was clear to the last.”” And thus passed away one
who was beloved and respected by all who knew him ; one
to whom life seemed to be bestowed for all that was right
in work, kindliness, and friendship.

My, Frederick Chapman, of Old Friars, Richmond Green,
was well-known as a sound practitioner, and highly esteemed
by a large number of his professional brethren. He had
practised in the town for many years, and his death occurred
there on the 26th of October, 1886, after a painful illness, in
his seventy-third year.

He was born at Richmond in 1813. He commenced his
professional career by being apprenticed to Mr. Taylor, of
Kingston ; after this he entered the Medical School at
University College, and I am informed on excellent authority
that he was one of the most distinguished pupils of his year.
He commenced practice in Richmond as a partner of the late
Mr. James Smith, and continued in the active performance
of professional duties for upwards of forty-five years.

He took a most active part in the foundation of the
Richmond Hospital, of which he held the office of Treasurer
and Chairman of Committee, besides taking his place on
the Hospital Staff. The latter appointment he resigned in
1882, when he was nommated Consulting Surgeon to the
Hospital. This hospital now contains thirty-six beds. Mr.
Chapman had always taken the warmest interest in its
well-doing, and worked hard for its maintenance; and it
was largely due to his exertions that this charity has been
placed in its present prominent and useful position.

A subscription has been started since Mr. Chapman’s
death in order to establish a memorial to him in connection
with his work for the hospital, and a sum of about £260
has been subscribed for this object. It has been decided
that the interest of this money shall be appropriated as a
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Association, and Honorary Local Secretary and Treasurer
to the Royal Medical Benevolent College.

Dr. Andrew settled in Shrewsbury, and soon appears to
have devoted himself especially to the treatment of diseases
of the eye. He became attached to the instibution known
as the Shropshire and North Wales Eye and Throat
Hospital, a small and very inadequate building, when he
was first appointed Surgeon to i, but under his exertions,
and with the aid of others, he lived to see a nmew hospital
erected, and completed in 1881, replete with every comfort
and with ample accommodation within its walls for the
reception of patients.

Dr. Andrew died in January of this year. He had been
confined to his bed for about nine weeks, his illness arising
in the first place from a cold, but ultimately developing into
a serious attack ; and although he rallied at intervals very
slight hopes of his recovery appear to have been entertained.
He contributed to the journals occasionally, and among his
~writings may be found some ‘“ Observations on Extirpation
of the Lachrymal Gland in Obstruction of the Nasal Duect,”
““ A new method of Extraction of Cataract,” and “the Use
of the Cautery in Eye Diseases.”

Dr. William Daubeny was elected a Fellow of this Society
in 1848. He was born on the 18th of June, 1820, at
Wraxhall Lodge, Wiltshire, and was educated at Rugby.
He subsequently studied at St. Thomas’s Hospital, became
a Member of the College of Surgeons in 1843, and a Doctor
of Medicine of St. Andrew in 1845. He commenced practice
in London, in partnership with the late Mr. Pope, of
Manchester Square, but the differences of opinion and
character which mark men did not apparently bhlend
harmoniously in this professional alliance. Dr. Daubeny
fonnd it desirable for his future prospects and general
comfort that he should be able to act independently in his
practice, and so severed this professional connection. He
then practised for some short time in the neighbourhood of
Portman Square, and soon secured a large and good class
of patients, with all of whom he was ever a personal
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congested lungs and cardiac complications. He was assidu-
ously attended by his friend Dr. Freeman, in consultation
by Dr. Kay Shuttleworth, He died in his sixty-seventh
ear.

4 My, George Gaskoin died on the 5th of February, in the
seventieth year of his age. He commenced his professional
education as hospital apprentice at St. George’s Hospital,
and after passing through the usual period of studentship,
served as House Surgeon in 1839. It was during this
time that I acted under him as a dresser to the late Mr.
Robert Keate, then Senior Surgeon to St. George’s Hospital
and Serjeant Surgeon to the Queen.

Mr. Gaskoin became a Member of the College of Surgeons
in 1838, and a Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries in
1841.

He settled in London, and his first intention was to occupy
himself with general practice, but subsequently he confined
himself in some measure to the treatment of diseases of the
skin. In this department of practice his uncle, Mr. John
Samuel Gaskpin, had obtained a well-deserved reputation,
and fur forty years was looked upon as an excellent autho-
rity on diseases of the skin, and might truly be said to have
been a most successful and popular practitioner. Mr.
George Gaskoin became connected as Surgeon with the
British Fospital for Diseases of the Skin, an appointment
which he held to within a short time of his death. He also
held the - Hpointment of Surgeon to *“ The Artists’ Benevo-
lent Fund.”?

He gained the Wyatt Edgell Prize of £200 for his essay
on the ¢ Sanitary Condition of Great Britain’ in 1882. He
also contributed some interesting papers to the medical
journals at different periods on the subjects of cholera,
hereditary tendencies in health and disease, and the
history of syphilis. He published a translation of the
medical writings of Francisco de Villalobos in 1870, and so
highly was his work in this translation estimated, both in

! Letter from Mr. Charles Hawkins,
3
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