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The possible reduction of the death-rate by five in a thou-
sand is based upon experiences in a sufficient number of
instances of what has been done, but it does mnot
include any of the provisions we made in our regula-
tions at the first Board of Health of the duties of
officers of health. These provided for the regular
examination, at least weekly, of children in schools, in
which, besides the visits by the health officer, would be visits
by sanitary inspectors to the homes of the children, with
the prevention there of overcrowding, and of bad sanitary
conditions, such preventions as have banished pesti-
lences from common lodging hLouses. This service of the
competent sanitary inspection of schools may be especially
commended to the colonial authorities, for in all of
the colonies the infantile death-rate is stated to be
50 per cent. under five years—that is to say, that of
the children born in all of them, one-half are in their
graves by their fifth year. The colonial local authorities
may be assured that by the effective application of sanitary
principles in their towns this enormous evil may be effec-
tivelyreduced. I maymention,as illustrative of theprogress
of sanitary power, that in orphan institutions, such as the
Distriet half-time schools, formerly the seats of pestilences,
the snpposed necessary * children's diseases” have been
reduced to an extent at which the physicians of the curative
service who attend them have expressed surprise. On a
recent visit to Anerley school, which has about 900 children,
we were informed that they had not hal a case of measles
for twelve years. These institutions may be regarded as
children’s hospitals, for a large proportion are taken in
with developed disease upon them, and their general
death-rate is 10 in 1,000, but of diseases of spontaneous
origin the death-rates are not more than 3, and oftener
2 per 1,000, whilst the general death-rate of the same class
and age ountside is about 12 per 1,000. A very important
example of the advance of the power of sanitation is pre-
sented by the Children’s Aid Society of New York, which
hag adopted the half-time prineiple, and applied it to some
11,000 of street children under its charge. Here by reduc-
ing the time of massing children together, as in the long-
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sion that, within Her Majesty's Jubilee, by results of con-
tinnous labour, greater triumphs have been achieved
for the enhancement of the health, the strength, the pros-
perity, and the happiness of nations, than in any previous
known age in the history of the family of man. (General
cheering.)

In the course of the proceedings Sir Robert Rawlinson
avowed himself to be a pupil of the president’s, whose
doctrines and experience were confirmed by practice.
General Sir Andrew Clarke narrated his successful
application of the principles of the Sanitary President’s
Report (1842) in Victoria. Dr. Mounat narrated the
adoption of and suceessful application of the same prin-
ciples in India; and Mr. Lecky, the historian, in the
course of an eloquent speech, said that “ Whatever might
be said of the eighteenth century, it could not be said to
be distinguished for the prevalence of sanitary knowledge.
Sanitary science, as we now understood it, was a thing of
later growth, although one great sanitary reformer had
appeared before the eighteenth century, and his name was
the Great Fire of London, which undoubtedly did good
in destroying plague-spots, whatever harm it might have
done in addition.- The end of the eighteenth century
witnessed the work of another great sanitary reformer
John Howard, whose labours amidst the horrors of gaol
fever were so remarkable. But it was not until the nine-
teenth century had dawned that it was seen how much
could be done by legislation and voluntary effort to
improve the health and to ameliorate the social and moral
condition of the people; and when the history of the nine-
teenth century came to be written, among the many
notable figures which the historian would have to trace,
not one of the least interesting would be a certain vener-
able reformer, who at the time when many of them were
still unborn was already in the forefront of the battle, and
who, after eighty-seven years, was still able to come
forward with words of encouragement and wisdom to












