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THERE is an old Scotch proverb which seems to me—if I may
quote so rough and rude an expression in this academic hall—to
express in one point at least very well the reason why I am here.
The proverb is, “ Teaching the cat the way to the kirn,” Now,
every proverb contains certain implications without which it
- would not be what I believe the late Earl Russell used to call it
—*“The wisdom of many and the wit of one.” This particular
proverb seems to me to contain two implications—one of which,
if applied to the present subject, I am most happy to endorse ;
~ the other I shall quite as firmly and decidedly repudiate. The
* first implication is that the cat does not usually require to be
* taught the way to the kirn. Clearly pussy knows the way as a
. general rule, and if left to herself has no difficulty in finding it
~out. In like manner I do not think any one can, after hearing
\ the admirable report which Principal Peterson has just read, help
* seeing that Dundee and the people of Dundee, and University
* College and the Principal and Professors thereof, clearly know
* the way to the higher education. The cat knows the way to the
ki But the second implication contained in the proverb is that
- pussy ought not to be allowed to get to the kirn—in other words,
+ 8s applied to the present subject, that the Dundee people ought
" ot to have the higher education, or at all events ought not to
, f:?.f.-: ve 1t unless they take it in the old and authorised ways, through
" some of the old Scotch Universities, or through some of the other
! regularly established schools. Now, it is that second implication
‘that I wish, on my own part and on the part of a very large
1 number who think as I do, to emphatically repudiate. It is from
laving repudiated it in conversation that I have been invited in
e midst of those engagements referred to to appear here to-day.
" But although I have willingly acceded to this request, I feel
bﬂund to say to you, as I before stated to Principal Peterson and
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There is no such idea in any other country, of letting loose on the
public men licensed to practise as surgeons or as apothecaries,
and who have the opportunities in after life, owing to the
necessary wants of humanity, of extending their practice, and
this without any real previous training for it, to every possible
department. That was the result of the old Universities of
England, and I may say also of the Royal College of Physicians in
London, refusing to have anything to do with the average, or
ordinary, medical education at all.

The Scotch Universities were wiser in their generation. From
the beginning or middle of last century the Scotch Universities,
in a kind of blundering way, no doubt, and with instincts that
often led them wrong, did take up the position that it was the
proper function of a University to aid in the establishment of
medical education. To this fact, beyond all doubt, we owe the
high appreciation which now exists, and which more or less has
existed all along, for Scotch degrees in England. But good
cannot be done without an evil also following, and it has always
been objected by those in England to whom the old apprentice-
ship systemn was dear as a relic of the past that in the new system,
by which medical education was regularly organised as part of the
University curriculum, we have sacrificed something that was
valuable in the old apprenticeship system. It was said, and no
doubt with truth, that the apprenticeship system of education
turned out practitioners who were very rough and ready, but who
were still practitioners. It was said, on the other hand, that this
University system turns out men erammed full of certain novelties
called science, who are not in any true sense of the word skilful
practitioners. Now, I am not willing to admit—indeed, I have
often maintained the contrary—that this is true to the full extent.
But it may be admitted, nevertheless, that there is a tendency to

- some extent in that direction; that there is a tendency so to

monopolise the mind of the young candidate with the earlier
branches—chemistry, anatomy,biology,and the other departments
of a seientific training—as to leave far too little time and far too
little opportunity for the student to get an adequate and proper
insight into what may be termed the work of his life,
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think he should be led into the hospital soon, and be led under
the tuition of a man who would make it his business to leaven his
mind with ideas tending to forward him in his vocation, and at
the same time to give an interest to his scientific study by show-
ing its bearing upon his future vocation. This might occupy two
years, this joint system of scientific and pratical training. Then
I may engage to say thatin the third and fourth year the clinical
training would begin at an immense advantage, and we clinical
teachers—I am supposing myself for a moment in Dundee—would
find our men with their eyes and ears educated, their senses
trained, and their minds qualified to a certain extent much more
accurately and really to appreciate the facts of disease, as we are
obliged to study them and lay them down, from a practical point
of view.

But I am afraid that in this long disquisition we are losing sight
of one of the main objects of this assembly. ~We are losing sight
of you, my young friends, and I may say here I have written this,
the only previously written part of this address, without properly
appreciating the number of the fairer and gentler sex that were
to be present on this occasion. We are losing sight of you who
have launched out already in your several careers of study, and
are here to obtain the prizes which you have so well earned. For
you, too, I have one word of warning and one word of encourage-
ment. The word of warning I shall not give in my own words,
but in the words of Mark Pattison. In his very pungent, but
unmistakably sincere, book recently published (his memoirs), the
late Rector of Lincoln says—and I may observe that the most re-
markable thing about this passage (otherwise I should not be
quoting it here), is that it is not a criticism on his opponents, but
a severe, if just, commentary on the results produced by the
reforming movement supported by himself and by his friends—
“The young Oxford, which our present system tends to turn out,
is a mental form which cannot be regarded with complacency by
any one who judges an education not by its programme, but by
its eléves. Our young men are not trained; they are only
filled with propositions of which they have never learned
the inductive basis. From showy lectures, from manuals, from
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~ Peterson would in that case be an outrage on propriety which I
could not bring myself to commit. But I appeal to the general
context of these three published addresses of mine, which, however,
I will not inflict upon you, in proof that I do not personally at all
undervalue linguistic studies; and you will perhaps take 1t as an
additional proof of my sincerity in this, that, as a matter of fact,
having lost si ht of almost all the little Greek I had in my school
days during the absorbing claims of the medical curriculum, and
after days of practice and scientific studies, I took pains to recover
a little of it by renewed studies long after I had become deeply
engaged in the business of life. But even in the study of
languages there is a right way and a wrong way, and the principle
here is the same—to keep close to nature and the facts—to make
them, in short, a living study and not a dead one. The unamiable
and self-sufficient type described by Mark Pattison grows every-
~ where, as well as in Oxford, out of want of theroughness in doing
the work in hand, whatever it be, or out of want of a right direc-
tion in that work. The best training in humility and truthfulness
that can possibly be supplied, short of the highest Christian
exemplar, and the moral and religious element which grows only
out of that, is to be found in the study, the large and reverent
study, of nature. Who that 1s once confronted—really confronted,
I mean, and not merely verbally confronted—with a single realm,
however apparently trivial or remote, of natural science, can avoid
applying to himself the well-worn expression ascribed to Newton,
of standing on the brink of an illimitable ocean of unknown truth,
of which only the merest margin can be surveyed by mortal ken ?
What man of the present day, in all that belongs to the essence
even of the Christian idea of humility and reverence, devotion to
truth, and freedom from self-seeking, is greater and nobler than
Charles Darwin, whom some would call (wrongly, as I believe) an
Agnostic or an Atheist ?

Now, in a College which, by its very constitution, is wholly
divorced from theological opinion and teaching, you may require
to be warned of a danger springing from this source. How far
this is or may be g0, I am not here to say. But I am here to say
what I know from an experience of many years as a teacher, a






