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3 CLOTHING CASE FOR THE SOLDIER.

of the knapsack, and its interference with normal breathing, is so
great that I have seen soldiers faint away and even fall in ranks at
Sunday morning inspection, after carrying the knapsack only a
short time. The distress from the weight of the knapsack often
causes a large per cent. of stragglers and sick men before the
troops even reach the battle-field. An army is thereby deprived
of many men of excellent courage and intelligeyce who would,
by their presence, have aided much in action towards the general
success, but whose physical resources were not equal to the
dreadful ‘¢ pack™ on their backs. The pressure and contact of
the knapsack heats and weakens that portion of the body against
which it rests, and after reaching camp or a halt, its removal ex-
poses the soldier to additional chances of taking cold.

Any one who has witnessed the departure of troops for the
war, in what is called Zeezy marching order, must have noticed
countless men already nearly tired out, struggling to keep up ap-
pearances and bear, in a soldierly way their ‘* pack.” It was an
easy matter to estimate how many, from the weight of the knap-
sack, must soon break down and become useless as fighting men.

To remedy some of the defects and dangers which we have been
considering, I have devised an ** Army Clothing Case,” which
very many of the officers of the United States Army, and also
officers of the Army of the Union during the war, have examined
and highly approved of. The Newport Medical Society, at the
regular monthly meeting held December 2d, formally approved of
this Case, and have recommended it to all army boards for use,
instead of the knapsack.

The Case is made of light canvas or waterproof cloth, and
when completed it weighs but a fraction of the weight of the
average knapsack. It is manufactured as follows :

A strip of cloth four feet long, or four feet six inches is a better
length, by sixteen inches wide, is folded to make a pocket six or
eight inches deep. This is done by making the covering flap
lengthwise, and dividing it into three pockets by a few stitches
across at a third of its length, making three equal divisions. Six
buttons hold the flap in place. Loops at either end enable the
soldier to wear it secured at the ends without its being rolled in
blanket or overcoat. This Case will hold two pairs of drawers,
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