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PERISTALSIS OF THE GENITAL TRACT, AND
A NEW THEORY TO EXPLAIN RELAXA-
TION OF THE VAGINAL OUTLET
DURING LABOR.

BY JAMES B. CHADWICE, M. D.,

(Faorn Goproat rotlmyen s HocsnetSicics ot 10
Azour two yéars ago, being summoned to attend a young
primipara already in labor, I was impressed with the rigidity
of the perinenm and the small caliber and unyielding charae-
ter of the whole vaginal tract. I was fully convinced that
delivery could not be effected without serious rupture of the
vagina and perinenm. Finding that she was in the first
stage of labor, with but slight dilatation of the external os
under the operation of moderate uterine paing, I left her for
two hours and returned, oppressed with concern about the
issue of the labor. To my surprise and delight I found the
vaginal entrance gaping and the whole tract capacious; the
perineum and walls of the vagina were in a state of utmost
relaxation. I hastily inferred that the head of the child
must have escaped from the neck of the womb and been
foreed into the vagina and down upon the perineum, so as
to have produced the marked change which I noted. This
proved not to be the case; the external os was fully dilated,
but had not retracted over the head, which was firmly lodged
at the entrance to the pelvis. Clearly the relaxation of the
vagina and perineum were not attributable to mechanical
dil.a.taﬁun. Of course, I was able to recall many instances of
this relaxation in the last stage of labor, yet my attention
had never been riveted by its contrast with the other ex-
treme of rigidity and narrowness by two accurate observa-
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