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a principle and the assertion of a right. The principle is this—that
the government of all great teaching institutions should be in a great
measure condueted by those who are, or have heen, teachers within
those institutions themselves. And the right is this—that the teachers
in an institution the success of which is entirely dependent upon the
successful discharge of their duties, upon the ability with which they
do their work, and upon their general conduet, huve a right also to
a voice, and a strong voice, in the management of its affairs. It has
been said that men of science, men of letters, and men of art, are not
men of business, and are unfit to conduct the affairs of a great
institution, To that statement I entirely demur, 1 could point to
numerous institutions in this town and in this country that are
conducted in the most admirable manner by professional men of all
descriplions. I could point to institutions of the greatest magnitude,
a magnituae that almost entitles them to rank alongside universities—
the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, for example—the business of
which is of extreme magnitude, of great importance, very widely
spread, and very continuous, and in which that business is conducted
with a degree of exactitude that is not to be surpassed in ani.; banking
firm or in any house of business in the metropohs, and in which it is
conducted to a successful termination year atter year by the unaided
efforts of professional men. I believe, therefore, that professional men
are quite as capable of conducting business matters,—not business
matters in the huckstering sense of the Stock Exchange, but business
* matters in the great sense of the conduet of affuirs of great importance
—as any other class of men in the community.

You are all aware that a petition is about to be presented to the
Crown asking for the incorporation of this College with that College
with which it has been for so long associated in a friendly rivalry—
King's College—in order to constitute a Teaching and Degree-giving
University in the metropolis. The need of such an institution has
long been felt in London, It was felt sixty years ago, in 18206, when
University College was founded. For the first fow years of its exis-
tence this institution was known as the London University. It
continued up to 1834 as a Teaching University ; but in that year a vote
was passed in Parliament recnmmandin% that the power of granting
degrees should be conferred upon it. That Fprivilege or that power
was, I believe, never exercised ; and in 1837 it was relinquished in
favour of the present institution in Burlington House, known as the
University of London. For twenty years this College and Iﬁn%’a
College continued affiliated with that University; but in 1857 the
University of London abandoned the system of affiliation and cut the
two Colleges adrift. Since then we have had to shift for ourselves,

If the need of such an institution was felt sixty years ago, how
much more imperative must it be at the present time? The extension
of education throughout the country has been such that the founders
of this College could scarcely have contemplated. The establishment
of sehools of primary education in the metropolis and throughout the
country, and the enormous development of secondary schools, have led
to a vastly improved system of education amongst a class which, sixty
years ago, was almost wholly uneducated. But the education received
at primary and at secondary schools is not final. It is not the educa-
tion whinﬁ an educationist can possibly be content with. A higher
education must be prepared for those who distinguish themselves in




) ) | =
. | 1% i L i r rEralt i T
a y
- 5 T 2] ] i LI ENLY = =i Bl r
«1 R+ i1 A 15 [1 5 a1 = [ ALE ['ICEl e L1 i
I S 1L f . St ] {1 A1 ] i ST DLIS]
1 ] i | = i - ] 1 & . LR LR R 104
i i < { 11 1S 135 [ E
1 " Y E .
] B ITNE 1= I 1ird i F - £ L ! L b LELE =
i [ [ ORR100a ChANnee Of 1) { t £ -
L Ll = A1) - I ad = LLLE L& Wy 1l i &
: el =2 OTICRTTLE Nl e hh e 18 b ha nort h=i - T4
i g T e n1th A 1y i nral1tioas - i By
] F = | 1 el Qi) i k ety
i 1 i 17 : 11AT BE ) v %) .
L= b } = 2171 1 i "
- 1 7 16 i
{ Al 1 1
i AT T TIaLrn i t RTETal fiy: s
I i1 1l 10




6

the University of London with that affection with which a parent-

looks at his child, the University of London being the outcome of
University College. We may sometimes look upon it with that feeling
of mixed affection and regret with which we contemplate a child that
we think has not always been so grateful as it might have been for
the favours received in its early life, But, however that may be, we
all speak of the University of I:jnndnu with, and we all feel towardsit,
the greatest respect and a certain affection.

But the University of London is, in truth, not a university in any
sense of the term. The title is misleading and is a misnomer, By a
“university .is meant an association of teachers and of students,
pmrerly organized, destined for the increase and the transmission of
all learning, of knowledge in all its branches, and containing complete
faculties of Arts and Laws, Science and Medicine, and empowered to
grant degrees to those of its pupils who are found te be sufficiently
qualified for such a distinction. The University of London never has
pretended to be a teaching institution, and, so far as its present con-
stitution is concerned, never can be a teaching institution. If it were
to become a teaching university it would require to be so completely
altered in its constitution as practically to become a new institution.
The University of London has only performed one of the functions of
a university—that of examining candidates for its degrees. It has
performed that function admirably well. The examinationshave been
carried to a very high standard, so mueh so that the orldinary pass-
examination in some subjects is almost an honours examination. Yet
it is only a degree-giving institution, and not a university in the sense
in which a umiversity is generally known.

Nor is it “ of London;” for, as was truly said by the Dean of the
Faculty of Seience in that admirable report that we listened to at the
commencement of these proceedings, it is an imperial university, which
draws its candidates from almost every part of the habitable world.
It has nothing to do with London except that its head-quarters are
situated in Burlington House; but, so far as London is concerned, it
might just as well be situated anywhere else. The University of
London, then, does not, in any way, supply the want that we wish to
fill. With regard to London itself, I may say this, that even as an
examining institution the University of London does not supply the
desire that has sprung up of late years for academic distinctions. It
does not supply the desire amongst the inhabitants of London itself.
I can speak of my own profession. Of late years there has been a
craving in the medieal profession for the possession of degrees. As
Sir George Young stated very truly in distributing the prizes in the
Medieal Faculty about a month ago, if there were no degrees at all
we should be none the worse for it; but one may also state something
like the converse of that proposition, that if everybody has got a
degree, nobody is a bit the lfetter for it, and what 1s common to all
can be an honour to none. However, that there exists a great desire
for degrees and for academic distinctions there can be no doubt. Well,
do the students of the medical schools in London go to the University
of London for those degrees? Notatall, Theygo elsewhere. They
go to Edinburgh; they go to Cambridge ; they go to Oxford. At the
present moment there are about nineteen hundred medical students at
the University of Edinburgh, and nearly seven hundred of them are
English. They are attracted there not so much by the superiority of
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know that there are two institutions in this metropolis which for the
last half-century have been doing the only work in London that ap-
proaches to the higher education, or approaches in any way whatever
to university education. They have done that work diligently and
well under great difficulties and great disadvantages, but with a fair
share of success. I mean this {}gﬁlege and King's College. Those are
the two institutions ; and by the combination of those two institutions
we may fairly look for the establishment of a new university in London
fully capable of discharging the functions of such an institution.

I happen, from circumstances, to be personally acquainted with, I
believe, every university in the kingdom; and I can say that so far as
the equipment of universities is concerned in the way of museums,
laboratories, libraries, lecture-rooms, and all other appliances—what
may be termed the “ plant” of a university—these two institutions
taken singly are equal to most; this one certainly is, and taken in
conjunction they are superior to almost all, exeept the old universities
of Oxford and of Cambridze. I put them aside; but these institutions,
University College and King's College, talen in conjunction; are fully
equal in all the requirements of a university to the other universities
in Great Britain, the Scottish universities and the two universities of
this country—one in the north and the other in the midland counties.

I cannot speak with any precision of detail of King’s College, but 1
can speak with precision of this College ; and it may be interesting to
you to know what this Gn]le?& really is, and what it can present to
the publicin the way of supplying the requirements of a great teaching
institution of university rank.

This College, in the first place, has complete Faculties of Arts,
Laws, Science, and Medicine, and a School of Fine Arts, as well as a
Boys’ School. This College has fifty-eight professorial chairs in
operation. In addition to EEE fifty-eight professors, there is a large
teaching staff both on the general and on the medical side,—teachers,
lecturers, demonstrators, and so on,—bringing up the whole members
of the teaching staff’ to something like one hundred. Last session
this College had between nineteen hundred and two thousand students.
There were five hundred and fifty boys in the school. The buildings
of this College, containing, as [ have said, Museums, Libraries, Lecture-
halls, Laboratories, and all the appliances of a university, are spread
over seven acres. They cost £€300,000 in construction. This College
holds on trust no less a sum than £200,000, chiefly devoted to prizes,
scholarships, and other objects of that kind ; and it holds, besides, in
trust, a sum of £135,000 for hospital purposes, Itsincome is between
£33,000 and £34,000 a yenr. ’]!'ﬂ,l:ing, therefore, this College alone, so
far as its buildings, the contents of its buildings, and its pecuniary
resources are concerned, it stands on an equal footing with several of
the universities in Great Britain; and, taken in cenjunction with
King's College, it stands undoubtedly superior to some.

To this College, therefore, in combination with King’s College, we
may fairly look to the attainment of our object of establishing a
Teaching University in London which will bring the higher education
of London to the doors and within the pecuniary resources of the less
wealthy classes of the metropolis, so that the disgrace that has hitherto
attached to the metropolis of not nﬁardm% a_higher education, and
the diseredit that university education in England is to a very great
extent a privilege of the wealthier and of the well-to-do classes, may
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all the arguments and all the facts that have been stated; but he
lacks the spirit which would have been infused into him by immediate
contact, as it were, with the mind of the orator. And so it iz in
academic instruction. The pupil carries away with him something
that is communicated to him lfirectljr by the fervour, by the energy,
and by the desire to impart instruction on the part of his teacher.

But there is also something more than mere knowledgre that is
acquired in academic instruetion. There is a culture of mind and a
development of the moral and social nature that cannot be acquired
by solitary study; and it is for these reasons amongst others that those
who are in favour of this movement are desirous that the candidates
for the degrees of the new University should prosecute a portion,
at all events, of their studies within the walls of the institution,
so that they may imbibe something of the spirit, and that they may
be in some way, too, impregnated by the genius loei. This has been
stigmatized as retrograde ; but surely there can be nothing retrograde
in that which has been found by universal experience to be the
better system of education, and which is adopted in every teaching
university in the country.

There 1s another point, and that is in regard to examinations, and it
is a very essential point. We feel, and we feel very strongly indeed,
that the examinations should not be directed by an outside body on
which there are perhaps no examiners and no teachers, but that the
examinations should be conducted by the teachers themselves in the
institution in which the candidate learns. I do not say by the
individual teacher of each class, but by the general body of the
teachers, and that is a very different thing. And, as there would be
more Colleges than one in the new teaching university, a candidats
need not in any way be examined by his own teacher, although he
would be examined under the direction, superintendence, and control
of the general body of the teachers. In every university now, I believe,
thmugienut the Kingdom the teachers are assisted in their examination
by assessors or by extra-professorial aid, whenever it is needed, and
guch, of course, would be the case in the new university,. We feel
that examinations ought not to lead teaching, and thatif examinations
are allowed to lead teaching, the teaching is fettered by the examina-
tion, and you get to a system of * cram;” the higher education and
the higher teaching are apt to be neglected. I recollect many years
ago a circumstance illustrating this, oceurring in this College in
connection with Professor Eharfey, one of the most distinguished
men ever connected with this College, the first Professor of Physiology
here and, indeed, in London, There was no course, properly speaking,
of Physiology given in London until Professor Sharpey began his
lectures here in the year 1836-37. [Professor Sharpey gave an
elaborate course of Physiology. From the commencement he atiracted
crowds of students, At that time there was connected with this
College a most estimable and most amiable and most excellent old
surgeon, who had grown grey within the walls, as it were, of the
unreformed College of Surgeons, Mr. Samuel Cooper. He was an
examiner of the College of %urguons, and I speak of him with the
greatest respect ; but he was never able to mige liliH n_uml beyond the
requirements of the examinations of that institution. ‘;ﬂ’]l?n he
heard of what Professor Sharpey was doing, he eaid, * What is the
good of Sharpey teaching them all this kind of stuff? We do not










