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4 ELECTRICITY AND METALLO-THERAPEUTICE,

generally zine, is acted on by an acid.* This chemical
action disengages electricity in two inverse senses: a
current in a direction from the fluid towards the metal,
which is called the positive current ; a weaker current
directed from the metal towards the fluid; this is the
negative current, which we generally ignore. When we
speak of the direction of the current, we speak of the direc-
tion of the positive current.

In the battei'}r, the electricity concentrates itself towards
certain points which we call the poLEs; the wires that are
alopted to the poles to the points to which they are to be
applied are called the rheophores; the extremities of these
wires are called the electrodes.

The quantity of electricity of a battery depends upon
the activity of its chemical action. The fension is the
effort that these contrary electricities make to overcome
the obstacles that are opposed to their reunion, and depends
upon the number of the 'elements of the battery or
pile.

Voltaic currents are rich in quantity and poor in tension;
currents of induetion are rich in tension and poor in
quantity.

The battery to which reference has just been made is one
of a single fluid. All batteries of this deseription have the
inconvenience of altering very rapidly. The only one that
is of much service is the Bichromate of Potassium battery,

which lasts well if care be taken to withdraw the zinc when

not required for use.
* Vide Physics.
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