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4 SUPPLEMENT.

surely brings that event more immediately before our eyes
than any verbal deseription, however eloquent. Do we
not behold, in figures of the Virgin Mother of Jesus, the
emblem of that austere chastity which the religious insti-
tutions of the church recommend ? In Raphael’s painting
of Sainte Marguerite crushing the Dragon, does not the
catholic recognise an eloquent appeal to the power of
holy Virginity, to trample on the tempter to sin? The
portrait of St. Mary Magdalene is an incentive to repent-
ance. I need not multiply examples, as it would be
insulting common sense to suppose, as some calumniators
of religion have asserted, that the enlightened catholic
worshipped either the molten image or the coloured
canvas, while the whole history of the church shows that
these things were only regarded as memorials.

An ornamented cathedral may seem absurd enough,
perhaps, in the mind of a mercantile Dutch Calvinist, or
a Quaker, who regards the Creator as objecting to the
cut of a coat, or the incumbrance of superﬂuoﬁs button-
holes; but to the classic historian and antiquary, and,
above all, to the catholic, every decoration of an eccle-
siastical building is legible as a monumental document
to the faithful. The lofty spire of the building ‘ points,”
as a learned architect expresses it,  to that heaven to
which we are to aspire.” The cock on the vane is
an emblem of clerical vigilance; for the bird of dawn-
ing sounds the early clarion to call us to prayer. The
bells, too, had suitable inscriptions; as “ adeste fideles,”
“ convoco sanctos,” &ec. The storied windows, richly
adorned with sacred subjects, forcibly bring into our
minds the most important events of religious history;







6 SUPPLEMENT.,

heathens in commemoration of their deities ; such as
Coma Veneris, Nareissus, Hyacinthus, Amaryilis, Coma
Berenices, Pecten Veneris, and such like: not to mention
many of the inelegant names of Linneeus and his followers,
such as Venus's Navelwort, Venus's Looking Glass, Lyco-
perdon Coliforme, and Phallus impudicus,—names which
one would hardly have ventured to write, were they not

quoted before, and to be found in almest every book on
botany,

INSTITUTIONS OF CELIBACY.

Note to Section V1. p. 61.— Another subject of misre-
presentation and obloquy among protestants, is the celi-
bacy of the catholic clergy, and the monastic institutions
connected with their religion. They deplore beautiful
females secluded in convents, who would make agreeable
wives; they arraign the wisdom of institutions, for de-
priving society of numberless energetic characters of the
other sex, deprived of the legitimate means of procreation ;
and they have recourse to the disingenuous method of
erying down the holiness and austerity of monastic and
eremitical life, by exaggerated pictures of its occasional
abuses.

Consider for a moment how the professed practices of
these religious devotees must contribute to clear the mind,
and fit it for the study of truth and the exercise of religion,
and that, though the individuals seem shut out from
society, they have, nevertheless, in their sequestered re-
treats, composed the most able works for the instruction
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of mankind. Those, too, who know how to value sensual
enjoyments and worldly honours, should reflect on the
great proof of sincerity which Hermits and Anchorites
evince, by the sacrifices they make in order to constitute
and exhibit an example of a holy life. Moreover, these
institutions are one distinguishing mark of christianity;
the virtue of the Greek and Roman, and other nations of
antiquity, was at best only an ennobled sensuality. But
christians, with a Virgin Mother of the church, recognise
in celibate establishments a divine character.

I was however unaware, till lately, of the completely
philosophical defence which might be made of a monastic
life, and which I shall submit to further consideration.

Ttisa prinﬁiplé proved by M. Malthus, in his book on
Population, and acknowledged by all able writers, that
man, in common with other animals, has a power and
tendency to multiply beyond the means of sustenance
which the earth produces; there must be, therefore,

checks to fecundity. Various have been the endeavours
to make this principle out to be fallacious, but none have
succeeded. For if alone every couple could produce four
children, and this is a small allowance to young natural
and healthy persons, the time must come when there
would be too many people in the world. For let even
the whole surface of the earth be cultivated, its annual
produce is, after all, only a constant quantity; while
population, though not unlimited, proceeds on an arith-
metical ratio of increase. Various means have been
devised for checking an undue advance of population ;
and wars, diseases, and vice, have been shown to be the

natural source of that untimely devastation of human life
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14 SUPPLEMENT.

author would prefer believing, according to the atomic
philosophy of the Atheist, that he were merely a part
of the earth, and would sooner run the chance of annihi.
lation, or of an uncertain resuscitation of his personal
identity, by a fortuitous recomposition of his elementary
atoms in the lapse of ages, than accept of future life,
coupled with all the uncertainty as to its nature, which
must result from the vague manner in which protestantism
would induce him to view it.

17. Because, the anthor contrasts with the above, the
truly ‘inspiring character ‘of the Catholic Purgatory and
Heaven; and when he considers that we are, 'by the
catholic doctrine of intercourse with the Saints in Heaven,
and with our departed ‘friends, to whom, in Purgatory,
we may, while we are’ yet on earth, render assistance
by prayer, ‘enjoined only to do that which must constitute
the greatest consolation of this precarious life, he is led
in consequence to ascribe that doctrine 'to' the Primordial
Fountain of 'Goodness.

-18.  Because, 'the “catholic’ doetrine of prayer to the
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, and the Invocation of Saints,
if ‘it were not to be found'in the 'Seripture, is, never-
theless, confirmed by the traditional word of God, with-
out which christianity would lose the greater part of
its support. - kD

19. Because the charge of idolatry made against
catholics, does not belong ‘to them.” Images of ‘the Cru-
cifix, ‘of the Holy VIRGIN, and othér Saints, like the
pious paintings of the Resurrection of Lazarus, of ‘Sainte
Marguerite trampling the Dragon, of Sz. PETER witH
+nt Keys, and many others, are outward and sensible
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mementos of really existing truths: and though the em-
blematical symbol iis sometimes ignorantly confounded
with the real signification, yet these images and pictures,
in general, are beneficial and pious memorials, when con-
templated with a corresponding feeling of devotion.

20. Because persecution does not belong to catholics,
but to the times in which it prevailed; since the blas-
phemer Calvin, and the immoral and vainglorious Luther,
with their protestant followers, are known to have com-
mitted more acts of persecution unto death, in proportion
to the number of protestants, than the catholics did, even
if we include the Inquisition.

21. Because transubstantiation, and other peculiarities
of catholie doctrine, are not more incomprehensible than
the Trinity, the atonement, or than the compatibility of
an allpowerful Omnibeneficence with the evil existing in
the world, as acknowledged by protestants.

22. Because such a firm persuasion of christian truth,
as catholic doctrine and discipline are calculated to pro-
duce, must supersede the absurd method of having re-
course to physiology and other profane sciences, for proof
of a soul in man; and by keeping the mind fixed to one
point, must prevent the wanderings of a distracted imagi-
nation in spiritual things, which, in protestant countries,
fills lunatic hospitals and madhouses with crazy enthu-
siasts.

23. And, lastly, Because the author cannot adopt the
absurdity of a middle course, he must be either a Be-
liever of the whole or of no part of Christianity ; and while
the whole may be yet proved beyond all doubt by the
multiplication of miracles, and the further development






