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THE HYPODERMIC TREATMENT OF DISEASE.

CHAPTER I,

Gives the History of the Origin of the Hypodermic Treatment
and shows how the Author's Method differs both Theoretically
and Practically from the Local Practice of Dvr. Wood.—1TVe
Value of this Treatment for Centric A ffections of the Nervous
System 4s shown.— With Cases and Deductions.

A 1ITTLE more than six years ago (April, 1859), I had the
honour to read before the Western Medical and Surgical Society,
a short paper entitled “ Experiments Relative to the Hypodermie
Treatment of Disease.”* Those experiments were chiefly made
upon animals with morphia, strychnia, and antimony. Their
object was to test, comparatively, the relative value of the
stomachic and hypodermic modes of medication ; and the result
appeared considerably in favour of the latter plan as regards
rapidity and value of effect.

At that time no medicine had ever been injected beneath
the skin, except with a local object in view ; as in the treatment
of nevi by caustics, and of neuralgia by opiate anodynes.

My experiments in 1858 were the first to upset the pre-
viously maintained theory, that—to produce a full medicinal
effect upon any given nerve or locality, the medicinal injection
should be into that locality itself.

As evidence opposed to that view, two cases of neuralgia
were given by me, in which as much medicinal benefit followed
the adoption of my method as had previously followed the use
of the method of Wood; and without being accompanied by
the disadvantages, which must, under certain- circumstances,

* The conclusion from the experiments on animals with hypodermio
injections showed :—1. That they acted by absorption. 2. That they acted
quicker than the endermic method, or than stomachic doses, 3. That they
acted more effectually. 4. That a small injected dose was equivalent to a
much larger one by the stomach.—Medical Times and Gazette, April 23rd,

1859,
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