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PARTIAL PARALYSIS FROM REFLEX IRRITATION, CAUSED BY
CONGENITAL PHIMOSIS AND ADHERENT PREPUCE.

Ox the 9th of February, 1870, T received the following note:—

“DEAR SAYRE: Please let me know at what hour you can come
to my house to see the son of Mr. M , of Milwaukee. The little
fellow has a pair of legs that you would walk miles to see.

“Yours, truly,
“J. MARION BIMS,.

% No. 13 E. 28th Street.”

I immediately went to the doctor’s office, and found a most
beautiful little boy of five years of age, but exceedingly white and
delicate in his appearance, unable to walk without assistance or
stand erect, his knees being flexed at about an angle of 45°, and
the Dr. had sent for me to perform tenotomy upon his hamstring
tendons.

After a very careful examination I discovered that when I
amused the child and distracted his attention from himself, T could
with very little force easily extend both of his limbs to their normal
length, but as soon as I released my hold of them they would in.
stantly become flexed again, and no irritation that I could produce
upon the quadriceps muscles was sufficient to extend the legs except
in the very slightest degree.

I soon satisfied myself, as well as Dr. Sims, that the deformity
was due to paralysis and not contraction, and it was therefore neces-
sary lo restore vitality to the partially paralyzed extensor muscles, rather
than to cut the apparently contracted flexors.

I therefore had him sent to my office for the purpose of apply-
ing the constant current of the galvanic battery. In its applica-
tion, while passing the sponge over the upper part of the little
fellow’s thighs, the nurse cried out, “ Oh, doctor! be very careful—
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glans, and could be readily glided over it without any irritation
whatever.

From the very day of the operation, the child began to improve
in his general health; slept quietly at night, improved in his appe-
tite, and, although confined to the house all the time, yet at the end
of three weeks he had recovered quite a rosy color in his cheeks,
and was able to extend his limbs perfectly straight while lying
upon his back.

From this time on he improved most rapidly, and in less than
a fortnight was able to walk alone with his limbs quite straight.

He left for his home in the west about the first of April, entirely
recovered; having used no remedy, either iron, electricity, or other
means to restore his want of power, but simply quieting his nerv-
ous system by relieving his imprisoned glans penis as above de-
seribed.

CasE IT—Mr. T. N——, one of the first lawyers in our city,
called on me at the very time the little fellow above described was
making his farewell visit, to speak to me in reference to his son, a
lad of fourteen years, that I had attended some months before for
paralysis of his legs.

He stated that he was not improving, and that he looked so
badly in the morning that he feared he was guilty of masturbation,
and was very anxious that I should talk to him seriously upon the
subject, and point out to him its dangers. As the little fellow then
running around the office had just recovered from a paralysis that
was evidently due to genital irritation, it occurred to me that the
paralysis in the son of Mr. N,, for which I formerly had been con-
sulted, might possibly be due to the same cause. '

He was sent to me on the following day, and after questioning
him very closely, I found him unusually intelligent on the subject,
strictly truthful and honest in all his statements, and perfectly free
from the vice of masturbation.

Upon examining his penis, I found it unusually large at the
root and body, but very short, and the prepuce terminating in an
opening scarcely large enough to admit a small probe. He stated
that it always took him a long time to make his water, and he could
never do it without great straining.

His penis would become erected several times in the night and

always with great pain, and this difficulty was increasing as he
grew older,
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He had a very redundant prepuce, which could be pulled at
least an inch from the extremity of the glans penis, was not adhe-
rent to it, and terminated in a rigid, inelastic ringlike orifice,
searcely large enough to admit an ordinary knitting needle.

The slightest irritation of the extremity of his penis produced
the most painful erections, and this he stated was his condition
most of the time, .

Assisted by Dr. Henry, and in the presence of several students,
I circumecised him and dressed the wound in a very similar manner
to the cases above described.

The effect of the operation in this case was equally as remark-
able as in the other two.

It is now six weeks since the operation, and he has not had a
single fit in that time, although he used to have one or two almost
every day. He sleeps quietly all night, has had only two nocturnal
emissions, has increased in flesh and strength, has become buoyant
in spirits, and in fact is, as his father says, “a perfectly changed
hﬂjf.” f

On the Tth of April, 1870, three cases of hip-disease came to my
office within a few minutes of each other, one from Dover, N. J,,
one was sent by Dr. Walser, of Staten Island, and one by Dr. W.
McSweeny, of Grand Street, N. Y. The two latter were little boys
about 7 and 9 years of age, rather delicate in appearance, and each
of them in the second stage of hip-disease. After questioning in
the most careful manner, I could find no Jocal cause for the com-
plaint. They had received no injury, fall, blow, or wrench of the
joint that I could get any information about, and I was somewhat
annoyed, as in the immense majority of these cases I have always
been able to trace the disease to some local origin, rather than to
a constitutional dyscrasia.

While my assistant Dr. Yale was making drawings of them,
and taking notes of their cases, I examined the third case, the
little boy from Dover, who was 13 years old, and to my surprise I
found, like the other two cases, that I could not trace his disease to
any distinctly recognized* injury that he had ever received, He
never had any severe fall, wrench, blow, bruise, or other injury of the
Joint which the father could call to mind.

When examining his hip ry thumb came in contact with his
penis, which became erect almost immediately, and presented an ex-
ceedingly curious appearance. The penis was quite large, but very
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tion, together with cleanliness and frequent moving of the parts to
prevent adhesions, answered all the purposes of circumeision, and
at once quieted their nervous irritability.

In many cases this latter operation of tearing the prepuce from
the glans, aided by a slight nick in the frenum, and, if necessary,
another in the prepuce on the dorsum of the penis, will answer all
the purposes of circumecision, without its mutilation, leaving the
prepuce to cover the glans, which as a matter of taste and ornament
is sometimes desirable; circumeision only being necessary when
there is a great redundancy of prepuce.

I am quite satisfied from recent experience that many of the
cases of irritable children, with restless sleep, and bad digestion,
which is often attributed to worms, is solely due to the irritation
of the nervous system caused by an adherent or constricted prepuce.
Hernia and inflammation of the bladder can also be produced by
the severe straining necessary to pass the water in some of these
cases of contracted prepuce.

As but little is said in our standard works upon this deformity,
and I am satisfied the attention of the profession has never been
sufficiently directed to it, I have thought it advisable to lay before

the Association the above narrated facts, in order to attract atten-
tion to the subject.












