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6 Mvr. Cull’s Brief Notice

four centuries of rule they disappear. It appears, from the
statements of Clavigero, that no rain fell in the territory for
several years; that famine and disease nearly depopulated the
country ; and that the survivors abandoned their homes, and
migrated in large bodies to various parts of the continent.
And Dr. Morton thinks that the Peruvian empire was
founded by one colony of the Toltecas on their dispersion
from Anahuac.

In Yucatan, in Nicaragua (as shewn in the valuable work
of Mr. Squier), in Honduras, and at San Salvador, are ruins
of temples and palaces, which, although not so large, are yet
of the same character in the sculpture as those at Copan and
Palenque. And these are deemed to be the work of the dis-
persed Toltecs.

When I first saw these Aztecs, if they be Aztecs, I was
struck with their similarity of head to those figures copied
from the sculptures in Del Rio's and Stephens’ valuable works;
and I requested our President’s attention to the fact, on the
occasion of the Aztecs being introduced to some distinguished
men of science at his house last week.

It is now about twelve years since the publication of M.
Stephens’ travels in Central America, in which he states his
belief that there still exists a secluded city, inhabited by
Aztecs, and in which they maintain their polity, customs, and
pagan rites, as when Montezuma lived.

At Santa Cruz del Quiché Mr. Stephens gains interesting
information concerning the ruins of ancient cities from a padre
who was living in solitude, unbroken by European visits, and
in a monotonous routine of occupations in administering the
offices of his church to the Indians, who partially conformed
to Christianity, but in secrecy and silence practised the ido-
latrous rites of their forefathers. The priest told Mr. Ste-
phens that he was obliged to wink at their practices.

Mr. Stephens says, and I am now quoting his words, * But
the thing that roused us was the assertion by the padre, that,
four days on the road to Mexico, on the other side of the
great sierra, was a living city, large and populous, occupied
by Indians, precisely in the same state as before the discovery
of America. He had heard of it many years before, at the
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