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24 THE SEPARATE PARTS OF THE BRAIN PRODUCING

functions be thus kept more distinet than if both had
proceeded from contiguous convolutions in the same
layer for every separate group of muscles concerned in
similar motions. Iach of the three powers, therefore,
has a distinct range of convolutions, layers, sections, and
tracts for its agency, and the two, although separated at
their origins, are apportioned in sections and their tracts
are ultimately approximated so that whilst they preserve
their distinct qualities throughout, they also communicate
them both separately to the respective ranges of muscles
for producing opposing motions. By this arrangement,
a few fibres of a section can excite the flexion or exten-
sion of a small part, as a finger, or, by the whole of two
opposing sections, the muscles of an entire limb can
bring it to a convenient position for its free use, or for
securing its steadiness, or in giving it firmness for
treading, and, with the spine, for supporting the whole
body. Indeed, it is the economy in the origins of all
the nerves, that each should have its precise place from
which it derives its proper quality, however much it
may be afterwards conjoined with others for compound
functions, and it is only a part of the same economy
that flexion or extension should proceed from its sepa-
rate layer of convolutions, so that all chance of any
premature or previous intermixture may be effectually
avoided.

There is such a correspondence in the origins of













































