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40 CASES,

much comfort and a sense of security from the support. I
recommended him to take exercise in the open air, active and
passive, to be regulated with caution, and to assume the !
horizontal posture chiefly when in the house. TUnder this |
treatment his health and strength improved rapidly. |

This gentleman continued under my care for a few weeks, at 1'
the end of which time his bodily condition was in every respect
altered greatly for the better. He was now from circumstances
obliged to return home, his residence being in the North of
England. I saw nothing of him again until December of the
same year, when he again came to consult me. I found that
the support from which he had demved so much comfort and
benefit under my hands had been mismanaged,—so much so,
indeed, as to render it almost inoperative. The consequence
was, that the disease in the spine had again become active, his
health much impaired, the sphincters of the bladder and rectum
greatly weakened, so that the matural discharges passed from
time to time without his knowledge, and the lower extremities
paralysed to such an extent that he could not stand alone. The
sense of feeling was also greatly diminished, especially on one
side. He suffered much pain in the back below the seat of
disease, and the appearance of his countenance indicated much
bodily weakness and distress.

I regulated the support immediately in such a manner as to
relieve the diseased parts from pressure and friction, and ordered
him to take the usual mixture of soda and calumba twice a day.
He also took bitter ale, and a generous diet. Under this treat-
ment he soon began to improve, and in a few weeks his health
was quite restored. The pain in the back subsided, and also
the numbness of the limbs. The power of the latter in standing
and walking was gradually restored, and so also that of the
sphincters. He gradually acquired flesh, and at the end of seven
months looked strong, plump, and well.

Remark.—It is gratifying to observe that the deformity of*
the spine has not only not increased since December, 1858, but
has gradually diminished under the careful management of the
support.
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