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LETTER.

London, Maych 22, 1828.

SIR,

‘Tue two Bills you have introduced to
amend the Laws relating to the Treatment and
Care of Insane Persons have been already read
twice, and have been once discussed in a Com-
mittee of the whole House, with no material oppo-
sition. Although I am sensible that many of
your provisions are calculated to accomplish most
necessary and important benefits, yet, as I have
the misfortune not altogether to concur with you,
and as no person has yet stated what, in my view,
are the objections to which your measure is ex-
posed, I hope I shall not be thought presumptuous
for now communicating to you, in this form, a few
notes, made on perusal of the bills.

These two bills are entitled, “ A Bill to amend
and consolidate the Laws relating to the Erection,
Maintenance, and Regulation of County Lunatic
Asylums, and to the Care and Maintenance of
Lunatics, being Paupers or Criminals in England ;”
and “ A Bill to regulate the Care and Treatment
of Insane Persons.” For convenience of reference

I shall designate the first as Bill A—the other, as
Bill B.
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The County Asylims contemplated by the
Bill A, and the Licensed Houses referred to by
~the Bill Bjare both intended for the; care and safe
keeping of 'individuals similarly situated: Thére
is, however, ' this intended difference “between
them. In'the) Bill B, 'the reception of private
patients seems to be considered as forming- the
rule, and pauper patients the exception; whereas,
in the Bill A, the reception of pauper patients is
‘the rule, and that of private patients the excep-
tion. When the county asylum! is’more “than
sufficient for the accommodation of pauper and
eriminal lunatics; private patients areto-besad-
mitted; and where there is no county ‘asylum| the
pauper lunatics are to' be sent to the'licensed
houses: It rappears, then, the difference con-
templated by these bills, refers not to the circum-
stances of the lunatics, but only to'the propor-
tions in which these different establishments' will
be oecupied. by pauper and private patients. * It
is, however, very possible, that these proportions
would, in many instances, be reversed. From the
oreater vigilance and repute which may belong to
county asylums, in populous towns and districts,
they might be resorted to from all parts of “the
country ; while, in some of the poorer or'more

distant ‘counties, it might hardly be found ex-
pedient to establish county asylums, so long as
the ‘pauper lunatics could be 'received at less
expense in private institutions. You are there-
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fore to be understood, in both/your bills, as le-
giislm‘t‘ihg'i'.fﬂr..thﬁf sdme ' classes 'of individuals:
and "it: is,  perhaps, to ‘be regretted’'that the.
whele of - your-provisions should not have been
comprised +in one’ bill./,  In both: bills; -your aim
isi to- throw. the, protection of | the  law around
these persons; and there should be as much unity
of ~prineiple as of purpose in your enactments.
But. I am afraid it will be the effect of your bills
to subject these same classes to different regula-
tions, determinable -only by the accident of their
being.sent to @ county asylum, or:a  private
establishment. - Important legal protections are
afforded;.to private patients, in licensed houses,
with -which they are not provided in county
asylums ; and pauper patients;and all others will
be liable to become more insecure in county
asylums than in licensed houses..

- With respect to licensed. houses, you propose
that,.:in {London -and Westminster, and within
Middlesex, the Secretary of State should appoint
$0 many commissioners, of whom a certain num-
ber are to be physicians, who are to aet as visitors ;
and that, in all other places, the Justices of the
Peace should, at the Quanter Sessions, appoint
certain. other visitors; to act within their jurisdic-
tion; and salaries in each case are to be appointed
for the medical commissioners and visitors. These
commissioners and visitors are required, so many
times 1n every year, on such days and at such

B2
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- hours in' the;oday)oromighty canddwith « o with.
‘out such notice, and for suchlength of-time as

“they shall think propeér; to-inspect thesesestab-

1 ishments} and- to examine - the spersons : confined
‘othereiny in suchimanner asothey  shalluseelifit.

'5oThey -are ;émpowered | to' summon: 'witnesses

under penalty to attend ‘before them, and tol exa-

‘mine onoath. . They are further required to'make

minutes  in writing, which are to betembodied

‘into asigned report, as to the state and condition

1 of these houses, as to the carve of the'patients;and

f

]

/!lallsuch < other: partmula:rs as sthey tshalbthink
.l=deservingotheirnotice: ' They aré:tob transmit

‘to ithe Seeretaryof State a full and!/complete

lrreport ‘uponithese: points, distinguishing, more-

riover, such patients asithave been found lunmatic

or of unsound mind,: under a commission issued

odor that purpose by the:Chancellor.

It s provided that, within three days;: aiice

< shalll be igivento the | commissioners-and wisitors

- of the admission of every patient; thatothe ad-
" mission shall be registered ; and that/the register
' shalll be ‘open 'toi'the imspection of any, person

2/bearing an order from a’commissioner orjustice
iof:ithe peace. " Persons may rvequire’ tosbeiin-
' ifornied whether any person visior: has:beenicon-

fined ~in'the house. - Minute! arrangements are

rmade for the due medical supeﬂtitendence-;u&xthe

patients. Every - patient isto ‘belvisited s the
state of their health and 'the :condition of  the
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thouse isltovbe reported torthe; proprietor ; ajour-
.« naliisito bekeéptioin whichias toibe entered the
_Jrdate sef Imedical rattendance; with observations,
5. general; and respecting ‘patientsh under coereion ;
Jithesnature, degree; and:duration of sucho-coer-
--eion :wtheowhole to' be:signed by *the medical
- attendant, mand ~to' be ‘vegularly /laid “before the
| visiting commissioners or, justices for their:in-
.spections! Provision is also- made for religious
-assistance: to the patients.  These wise, hu-
»omane;'ands mecessary: provisions are framed to
‘nmaeefsparticular sabuses: which -have repeatedly
' rheent detailed m/evidence; andsproved torexist,
yisagrwellan 'publicoiand charitable- dnstitutions,
orasr incprivate establishmentsy! they areiequally
v iapplicable to all insane persons, whether: pri-
“vateor - pauper patients,~~whether confined: in
a licensed house or asicountyasylum. '@ They
Joimusty vevery where, ' be read  with ‘approbation.
~10Why, then; are-they only to bedaw for licensed
-bihouses?' ' Not one of them has found place in
o Iyour regulations for county asylums,
o=1oNo lunatic, not being a parish patient, is to- be
o recelved into a licensed ‘house without. anorder
-iunder: the ' hand, of the ;person who dirécts the
(cconfinement ;in-which order is- to be: stated the
idegree of relationship, or other circumstance of
‘liconnection,  between!  the- latter, and the insane
‘person; the name, age; place of residence; former
occupation, date of the commencement of illness,
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and 'the asylum' (if ‘any) in'which ‘hehas been
previously confinedy' ‘and 'whether-he' has been
duly found a lunatic or of unsound mind, under'
a . commission issued by the Chanecellor. " A certifi-
cate; signed by two physicians or ‘surgeons, or lis
censed apothecaries, stating that'the insane per=
son '1s a proper person to be confined,~~and'the
two séparate days-on which such person has been
examined ; three days being required to intervene:
between the respective examinations. ' '
~The evidence taken at different times before
the: Committee of the House of Commons, and
the works" of individuals who ‘have tarned 'their
attention to the treatment of lunaties,” abound
with  shocking “instances “of individuals' impro<
perly confined in'madhousés; and when I come
to examine the above provisions, I will explain
why I think theminsufficient. * But let'it ‘be
supposed they are in all respects eligible: How,"
then, 'can we approve the facility’ with' which’
any person may be committed to a county asy-
Jum? Your bill only requires, for this, the cer-
tificate of one medical man, and an order of
one visiting justice.  If the evidence taken proves
anything; it proves the' great-facility with which
medical - dertificates are to'~be obtained. = The:
whole security, indeed, must be looked ' for in
the single justice, who possibly m&y be supine,
indifferent, or deceived, or’directly interested.
If this is not an improper facility, why all the



7

restrictions- in rthe vother  case? ) If such restric-
tions are! nﬁgegsamyif-;w&jﬂirthl&l relaxation 'which
follows b oic bawoenu, 1010 _OUSHULS it
1Again; with respect to the pauperlunatics j—for
an everseer. to place them inja county asylam, it
isi-only: necessary to obtain a -written order, ac-
cording: to a form presented by the bill, from two-
justices,facting with medical assistance. = Bat to
place them in a licensed house, besides the order
from the justices, he must .have; also, a regular
certificate from the medical person who was called
to the-assistance of the justice; or the certificate
of admission may be signed by one medical prae-
titioner, and the rector, viear, or curate, and one
of sthe: overseers.  There is:here, thougl to'a
somewhat  less extent, alsimilar inconsistency
of principle, = It isialso remarkable that, in
both these instances, the admission regulations
arerelaxed with. respect’ to county ' asylums,
which: it'is- proposed to leave;entirely without
the ;securities, provided - for  licensed houses in
a well regulated system of visitation, and other-
WIisEial [ {11 ek
~Inthe case of licensed houses; a transcript of
such! part of the report of the visitors or comumiis-
sioners as refers to patients placed.rin*--the- estab-
lishment/under a Chancery commission; is to be
sent periodically to the Chancellor; Thus, it would
be detected if any; _ijndividual,rbeing, or alleged to
be, so circumstanced, had been improperly placed
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there. " No proposition’is ' made for this seclmty
with respect to county asylums,’

IPerhaps no one security against abuse can afford’
better ground of hope than a well regulated sys-
tem of inspection by visitation. For this, however,
we have seen your Bill A does not attempt to pro-
vide. Tt is true that what is called a comniittee
of visitors is to be chosen out of the justices, and
with an occasional addition of subsecribers for ‘the
building, erection, and management of the asylum;
and it is but justice that the general direction
should be in the representatives of those who are
assessed for the costs. But there is no 'reason
why the personal comforts, legal rights, and moral
and physical treatment of the patients should not
be to the utmost secured by law, and subjected
to the occasional inspection of magisterial and
medical visitors, who would not perform the office
under influence of those prepossessions or pecu=
liar habits of mind almost necessarily engendeéred
by frequent communication with the agents’ of
the establishment. The. visitors now appointed
by both acts are to be chosen from the same con-
stituent body. Why then should not the visita-
tion ‘provisions of Bill' B., of which I have
given an abstract, slightly modified, be made to
apply ‘to both descriptions of institutions. ' The
same visitors might be appointed for ‘the ‘in¢
spection ‘of both under one expense. The same
machinery would be 'put in action' to prevent
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abuses. in, hoth ) establishments.., Uniformity  in,
practice would be_seg P}'Sﬁls;;HHFH—ME in the same
county,hut.throughout the whole country.; and the

name;circumstances, and sityationofevery lunatic,
patient in the kingdom would, at.once, be brought

without additional, expense, under, the review ol
the proper, authorities, and would be accessible
to,every, interested party, wheneyer it was proper
they, should become so. We now recommend
the erection of county asylums thrnughnﬂt.,Eﬂg;
land,,and this is the only opportunity we can have
for,attaining, this most valuable uniformity,, At
all events, L cannot, foresce, the difficulty of ap;
pointing a,r;@ﬂi‘?{ﬁ (o EuCh i .}J;i_sjtgrgy DSt utp‘-r LP%’
elected under Bill A, similar to,those imposed, op
the other visitors. yzomde a4t o) ed
i It will hardly be urged, as an answer to my
objections to Bill A, that the magistrates hﬁ;?e.tﬁ?
power to enact suitable regulations for themselves.
It must be plain, that it is our first duty to secure
to men so utterly helpless as lunatics,, the utmost
protection the law can afford. 'I,'lfgg% gt‘tent_iq'n.'qf
the public has been aroused by the recent ex-
- posure of a private establishment. But, in legis.
lating, we should not forget;the enormities, which,
on a former nquity, (1815—16), ,were proyed, in
agyet more shocking degree, to. haye disgraced
public jinstitutions,, under the control. and a3
nagement of . gentlemen, , who, in rank, . talent,
respectability, and good feeling, were. cextainly

C

1 BYOHED9R 3=
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not 'inferior 'to ' those committees of magistrates,
on whom' your bill would: devolve the uhecontrolled
conduct and management of the county asyhimg.
The 'establishment at York 'was visited by mat
gistrates, by gentlemen ‘of rank and" fortune, “by
‘the archbishop, beforé the horrors of its proceed-
ings, ‘and its"secret dungeons, were" discovered.
Old "'Bethlem 'numbered among “its ‘governors
'i‘l_ﬁiiie's of the very first respectability, and was
‘supposed to be well conducted, almost up tosthe
héur when facts were disclosed that strack terror
into “the ‘whole country. ' In the ‘writings of 'that
‘diy we find that securlty for the future' was zanti-
‘tipated, from the loud indighation that attendéd
“those ‘diseloSures. ”“Yet, in no less than twelve
‘yedrs, scenes have been again revealed, worthy
“to rank with those to which I have been alluding.
As these exposures become matter of “history,
generations arise who ‘are ignorant of ‘the'facts
connected ‘with them, and to whnm, ‘therefore,
Tt‘héy are' no example. i 212010
7Y The zeal, and’ spirit, and activity wuh wht&h
“agsoeiations of men are first formed, though for
'the best of purposes, too often decline. Theres
“commonly but a feeble succession ; and often-they
Idiewith the founder, if they survive as long. There
Gk 16 Eéé‘iiri-’t’}f'ﬂgainst danger, unléss'a system be
SHvented “that shall 'work itself ; ‘and’ to exclude
[ discretion where ‘you “can, is 'a”first condition of
Ialibtless. The tendenicy, 61 'the part/of the keepets
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of anasylum, tecabuse:their trust, must always
be lcounted upén. v Théir minds are corrupted by
their! great powers, and the:scenes in which they
live, ~while' the -temptations to abuse recur. for
eviers 1 Experience shows, of all things, detection
is-most difficult and uncertain. , The only chap,cg
of exemption from great abuse is in a system, of
inspection, frequent, vigilant, irregular, and in-
evitable. In county asylums, you have omitted
to: provide for this. If the magistrates fail to do
it; whol is responsible? No individual. The ma-
jotity:maynot think fit to provide for due visitation.
Iit; ds ~highly improbable , they. .should. At, least
ithey-may be as divided in their opinions as in
-their 'responsibility : and; possibly, there may. be
future cases, where abuses will, unknown, pro-
ceed, till some happy.aacidan_.l;_ again occurs  to
explode the system. -
=104 have mow; endeavoured, tn traca the dangers
of 'the omissions in Bill B, and to mark the in-
consistencies of the bills, the one with the other.
(If T am right in my views, the bills might be
-amended in the Committee; and such amendments
~would irender the Jaw, far: less, complex; than at
vpresent I think it likely to-prove. . Hitomaien:
s10dlcome ‘next to the considerations, connected
awithiithe liabilities you  would enact . relatiye .to
othe, property of certain, lunatics. They, *1“*59!1!'3
l@nestions, of. great .delicacy, and, 1mportance, I
~haye been told,.the clause in the-Bill A, to.which
c 2
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I “shall first refer; has been takén verbatim from:
an act' now to' be repealed. »'But, new or old, I
do mot suppose that, after your attention has been '
directed 'to 'it, you will suffer your' bill to remain o
disfigared by what seems, at least to 'me, absob -
lutely rude-and’ preposterous in principle. ! The
justices, on ‘committing an insane'person to the-
asylum, are to inquire whether such person has'
““an’ estate more than sufficient to maintain his
or her family ;” in which case they are to 'order’
““the overseers or churchwardens of any parish-
or ‘place where any goods; chattels; lands, ~or
tenements of such person shall be; to seizezand!’
sell'so'much of the/goodsand chattels, or receive:
so much of ‘the ‘annual rent of the lands and tene-
ments ‘of sach' persons, as is necessary to pay
the charges of rémoving, maintaining, and cuwring
such insane’ person, accounting for the same at
the next quarter sessions.” '~ Now, in the" first
place; 'suppose the lunatic should be incurable's:
it-would then] by the wording of this clause; be:
required ' of the overseer or the justice to deter-
mine what would be the'probable cost of < curing”
ap“ineurable lunatic, and to seize and sell accord-
inelys 22 This 'would impose a’grave responsibility
even 'upon the colleges of surgeons and physicians
ufiited, -@nd certainly pre-supposes ‘uncommon
skill'in'justices and overseers. I would, how-
Ei{éﬂ}.! géﬂgH.sl}r 'bring" to yﬂﬂr"nﬂtiﬂﬁ”the heavy
objéctions to ‘which this clause'is liable. "It 1s'mot
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even binding on thé justice to determine how, or
in'what proportion, ‘the property is' to be seized ;
it may rest. with the officer of inferior rank, the
overseer, to determine 'this. ~He would then be
admifted tooa formidable range of interference
withl the, rights of private property: such room |
is-allowed for the operation of sinister interests,
that they must be called into action. But, sup-
pose a case where a patient is even plausibly
deemed incurable, the calculation of his expenses
would:then:beé made on his life; he recovers, and
finds his;propéerty gone,—sold to a disadvantage ;
then estate charged 'with all expenses, and the
proceeds, if any, sufficient only to maintain him
in -a: degraded station of life. . Yet this is com-
paratively a favorable supposition ; no jobbing,—
no cheating or trickery,—no petty or vexatious
tyranny, is here taken into account.  How many
cases more cruel must immediately suggest them-
selyek: i Such ‘misfortunes are truly lamentable,
when-really beyond the reach of the law’s correc.
tions but it would be intolerable that the law -
itself should promote them. i
With respect to lunaties charged with offences, .
yowivould enact,that where the patient is possessed
of it sufficient property’’ for his maintenance, it is .
torbe taken as in the other instance. But, in the
seetion quoted, it -must appear to. the justice,
that: -the lunatic possesses ““more property than -
1sisufficiént to maintain Ais or ey Samily,” before
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the right of seizure and sale'cari'acerae, O Neither
section lays down' any''rulé¢’by" which' the ‘suf
ficiency ' or insufficiency  of propérty” for' such
purposes 1s to. be 'ascertained. Nor are’ these
purposes very clearly ‘defined. ' Justices may as
much differ from each other, as to'what is’ suffil
cient to maintain the family of 'the’ patient, as
would overseers with respect to the amount
necessary for curing an incurable lunatic.

By both enactments, the sufficiency of the' pro-
perty of the lunatic for their respective purposes; is
made a condition precedent to the seizure and'sale:
—in'the one case, it must be more ‘than sufficient
to’ mamtam his famm.{’y ,—111 the nther m_ﬂiﬁz'am tﬂ
‘maintain himself.” 1903, 99514
P | 71 almﬂsh-rm*pnsmhle to say when, under these
regulations, the right of the public would acerue.
Stuppose, for instance, the whole value of ‘a eri-
minal lunatie’s ‘property to be equal ‘to’the pui-
chase of an amuity for his own life; amounting’to
‘one-half, or ‘to any greater sum,’ short” of’ thej‘hﬂ
amoint ‘necessary for his maintenance.' Under
the'words ““ sufficient estate,” could such ansuffi-
‘cient ‘property be taken? My exceptions,’ how-
‘e‘ver} to these enactments, as you will have/seen,
4re Hot rﬁerely technical. "No regulation’is laid
‘down’as to whether the suni'to’ be raised'is't6 be
annuﬂil‘jr]ewed or whether' the'whole interéstoaf
‘flie lunafic is'at onice to be sold 3 neither'is it'pro-
vided “what is tobe'doné with the surplus:’‘These
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suggestions may.hardly convey an. adequate 1dea
of the difficulty of protecting the property of these
individuals, and  yet; satisfying; the, demands  of
eﬂagppe;,fbut they, must . surely: prove, that we
sba}l be most remiss inour dutys1f.we. -evade the
task, and leave individuals to. fit.themselyes lw;th
rules and restrictions, while they are dealing with
tlﬁe,'!,,pi'np'e'rty .of the most helpless of human
beings. - These regulations take in all insane
persons, who are not either actually paupers; or
wealthy enough to encounter the expenses of a
Slmtut.e. of Lunacy:: In short, they jinclude; al][
except the, highest and lowest, classes of society ;
and if your bill pass, as at present,; the law. will
place them on the horns of this awful dilemma—a
Statute : of Lunacy,—or, arb;t:arg d:sposa,l of
property, by an individual, oA x

i+ No person is ' better acquamted than ynurse}f
with. the, numerousand .atrocious  instances. that
{haﬁa.trauspkred ‘of . the improper commitment of
individuals: to' madhouses; and . I am. parsuad,ed
you will econcur with me, that there is no danger
with respect to which- the law: should; be more
eitcamspect..  The imedical| profession comprises
every. variety of character, from those who 3,1;53
ithe ernaments of their country as of. their order,
down. ;to those  who,. in __I-‘efe_rencg to, ?hiS:T%'ﬁH?f
ipomt, -have shown  themselves venal, or; negli-
gentii or..mischievously, whimsical ;—and, | that
thelove. jof, ease; or the hopes. of  gain| haye
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too often rendered the connections of lunatics
both cruel .and rapacious, . is ' notless: notori-
ous. It seems, then, an obvious deduction, that
these  two ' classes ‘of individuals ought ' not
to be alone invested with power to commit an
mdividual to a madhouse ; and that, where their
testimony or authority is received, it should
be attended by adequate responsibility. . Upon
these simple principles I have examined the secu-
rities offered by your bills*.  But, with respect
to licensed houses, I regret to find you propose to
vest this power in those two.classes of.indivi-
duals only, accompanied, as regards the medical
man, with a mere shadow of responsibility;—as
regards the other, the more likely of the two to
have interested views — with none whatever.

I have already explained that I conceive the
regulations for county asylums, when this power s
lodged in one justice and one medical man, to be
both insecure and inconsistent with the provisions
of the Bill B. Yet, I think, if the provisions of
both were made to coalesce, with certain other
amendments, real and unobjectionable security
might be attained. 1. The friend or relation. of
the lunatic should sanction with an oath the
facts required to be stated in the *“ order.” 2. The
supposed lunatic ought to be taken. privately
Jbefore the civil magistrate of the parish or eounty,

il il

(1581 do' nlot recapltul ate, having a]reaﬁjr had obeasion to 'detdil
‘the provisions, p. 6. L. 3

- i
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and examited: 3. In addition to the written ‘ cer-
tificate;” themedical man should be'examined upon
oath, by the magistrate, as to-the fact of insanity.
4, The order of the magistrate should>accompany
the lunatie to'the asylum;and'become the authority
of the keeper for detaining ‘the person of the
lunatic, until ordered to be 'discharged by the
authorities mentioned in the bills, By your bill,
at present, no penalty attaches to a false state-
ment of facts in the * order” of the friend or con-
nection. The' principle of examination by the
magistrate’ is ‘recognized in Bill'A; and “the
‘pauper patient — the ‘dangerous’ lunatic'— the
criminal lunatic, may all be submitted to such
examination, before the ‘doors of an asylum
can be opened for their captivity ; and vyet,
m' a licensed house, a lunatic possessor of pro-
perty, 'holding out temptations to unprincipled
and- designing connections, can be deposited in
‘a ‘mad house, without any other authority than
an ‘order from an irresponsible relative, and a
certificate from two medical men, substan-
tially, also, irresponsible. = The whole country
might be searched for medical men to answer 2
given purpose ; but, by incorporating with them
the ‘magistrate of the ‘county or ' patish,yoeu
require ‘a 'third party, “offering' in' himself, %
‘well as in his combination, greater security than
the others, the means of selection being more
limited. T would likewise extend the responsi-

D
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bility of the medical men. Vou make it a misde-
meanour only where they give a certificate, ‘with-
out having twice seen and examined the lunatie;
but satisfy this condition, and let his certificate be
false in its stateménts, malicious in its intention),
or /injurious in'its consequences, and you make it
no offence, and appoint no penalty. Sure, a man
who would give such a certificate, would observe
a condition which in no way interfered with his
purpose, and which, nevertheless, would acquit
hlm of any offence. Under your Bill,"therefore,
the_w,.r are, virtually, as irresponsible as are: ‘the
other ‘partiés to the commitment, ‘actually and
avuwedly The medical certificate should 'be
p{m oath, and a form should be set out in the Act.
The pumshment of perjury would then attach to
an}r false statements of fact in the certificate.
A conviction should incapacitate the offender
from practlsmg "' The offence relates to the pro-
fessional capamty of the offender :" so should/the
Pumshment | LYY
’There remains only one point more, to which '
wﬂuld solicit’ your attention. By Bill ‘A, you
prnvlde, that a pauper lunatic, found in a parish
wher “‘he 'is''chargeable 'as ‘casual poor, is to'be
Rgégedl 't6'the parish where he has a legal settle-
" ment. 'f’ﬂu aré, no doubt, aware that the'poor
' rr:aLtes: e already enormously ‘increased by the
.expenses, of removing paupers from _parish to
parish; even in cases where, from the evidence and
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explanations of the paupers, when brought before
the magistrates.as ¢ casual poor,’’ their places of
legal;settlement can be ascertained ; and where,
from- their condition, they can be removed without
danger, and at but little comparative expense,
The case of pauper lunatics is, however, widely
different. . Their idiocy or lunacy would deprive
the -examining magistrate of the usual means of
information, as to their real place of legal settle-
ment: and it 1s not i_mpussible that the cunning
of. lunaties 'might often lead them to mislead the
parish officers, at a great expense, 1n séarch of
the legal settlement. Such instances have oc-
curred, | _
The passing of a law for the erection and regu-
lation of lunatic asylums, will, it is to be hopi__agl.,
cause establishments of this description to be
formed in almost every county, with a gqnéral
conformity. of plan and regulation, and a near
-approximation towards each other in expense*.
Where, then, the necessity of these passings and
repassings—these fetchings and carryings of pau-
per lunatics?  Why, upon the adjudication of the
~magistrate of the lunacy of the pauper, chargeable
.only as casual poor, should not such pauper be
gent. to the lunatic asylum, or licensed house,
«within, the district, and notice thereof be se_:ﬁ;_m
the,officers of the parish to which he be]qng:_é{lf._ :If
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kg .*_ I hgipe 1 have already succeeded in showing "howthis
ébjéct may’ be materially promoted. |
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it can then be ascertained where is his place of
legal settlement, he might be removed, by the
order and at the expense of his own parish, to an
asylum within his own district; or the overseer
might be directed to pay the costs incurred by
the parish in which the pauper was found, toge-
ther with the necessary monthly expenses of his
maintenance. If, at the time, the legal settle-
ment of such pauper cannot be ascertained, the
county in which he was found should defray the
charges of maintenance ; and if, upon the reco-
very of the patient or otherwise, the place of
~ settlement becomes known, I would have all such
charges recoverable from the parish. Under this
regulation, the cruelty and inconvenience, and
severe coercion, sometimes necessary with a vio-
lent patient, when travelling, might be spared.

I cannot but flatter myself the amendments
I have ventured to suggest would promote the
end you have in view; and should this happily
prove to be the case, I shall feel proud to have

contributed, in however trifling a degree, to a

work with which your name will always be justly
associated with most honorable distinction. 1
have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,
OnNE oF THE COMMITIEE.

Priuted by V. Crowes, 14, Charing Crose,
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