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and without danger to others; and an institution
were formed for this purpose. Such an institution
would be hailed as an offspring of the purest be-
nevolence and philanthropy ; and would confer on
its supporters the enviable title of friends to their
country and mankind. Suppose still further, that,
m the progress of time, the brilliant discovery of a.
preventive should be made, a discovery, if pro-
~ perly adopted, capable of exterminating this pesti-
lence from the face of the earth ; and that the me-
dical officers of this institution no longer communi-
cated this diseaseto their patients with their pledged
caution and circumspection, but sent them, like
foxes with fire-brands at their tails, through every
avenue of the metropolis, marking their progress
with disease and death. Such an mstitution would
_be considered as a disgrace to the agr: and a curse
to the country.

Gentlemen, such was, and such is, your Small-
pox Inoculation Hospital. ~ Your responsibility as
Governors of this Hospital, a responsibility volun-
tarily incurred, has induced me to address you en
the present state of that charity. An anxious so-
licitude to mitigate the severity of so dreadful a
distemper as the small-pox, and fo relieve the dis-
tresses of those suffering under it, were, T am con-
vinced, the only motives which actuated the pro-
jectors and supporters of this:Hospital. ~ But if
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events have since occurred, which render this in-
stitution a public nuisance, the same philanthropy
which at first prompted you to support it, will now
urge you to oppose a practice, which can no longer
be justified.

Grant me but an attentive and dispassionate pe-
rusal, and I feel confident you will coincide with
me in the truth of these remarks. To place this
subject in the clearest light possible, I shall first
consider whether the practice of vaccination, if
properly conducted, be capable of exterminaﬁﬁ-g
the small-pox. Secondly, if it be allowed to be
capable, whether the Small-pox Hospital should be
continued. And lastly, if inoculation for the
small-pox be allowed, whether the Legislature
ought not to impose certain restrictions,

- Of all the medical questions which have been
agitated, from the time of Hippocrates to the pre-
sent day, not one has been so fully or so ably dis-
cussed as that of vaccination. In many parts of
England, Ireland, and the Continent, tradition had
long spoken of its prophylactic powers. It is,
however, only within these few years that the bril-
liant experiment of cﬂmmumcatmg it by inocula-
tion was made. When first dwuiged to the pub-
lic, it was almost universally received with caution,
and distrust. Being entirely a practical art, expe-
B2



b

4

rience only could decide on its utility ; and time,
that infallible appreciator of merit, which has de-
servedly consigned so many medical theories and
theorists to oblivion, has served only to confirmy
the favourable opinion of its earliest supporters ;
to remove the doubts of the sceptical, and to brand
its,fppgﬂm:nts,w';th infamy, g trril)
YTk :
Twme haﬁ th1s 5uh_}act been brought hefnre the.
Bntgsh Parliament ; twice has it received their
sanction ; ;and twice has the author of it been re-
warded. . T,he, first. time,, many gentlemen of the.
highest respectability and eminenee in the medical
profession, ' gave their testimony in favour of it 4,
- and the Chairman of the Committee declared. that
€ the very kennels ‘had béen raked for eukiﬁme:

pgss:blﬁ was adt_:'ptecl -#E._ld the ngqrt of thg ngal_
College of Physicians, on this subject, may becon- -
sidered as the report of all the intelligent ~and re-

spﬂq;ablej members of the medical professionin the

United Kingdom ; .since the College corresponded

with the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons of
London, Dublin, and Edinburgh. On this occa-

sion, twenty thousand pounds more were votcd to

Dr, Jenner, £ 99
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not think favourably of it, why did you permit it
to be practised there ? And if, after seven or eight
years experience, you do not continue to think fa-
vourably of it, why do you permit it to be conti-
nued there ?* Upon what grounds do you justify
allowing your medical officers to vaccinate many
hundreds annually, if you are not satisfied with its
power of preventing the small-pox ?  If the cow-
pock be a preventive of this disease, it is capable of
effecting its extermination, by having recourse to
the practice in infancy, and thus shielding the hu-
man race from the effects of that pestilence. = Any'
further discussion on this point would be super-:
fluous ; as it is evident, from your own conduct,
that you areconvinced of the efficacy of vaccination.

A question now arises, why the inoculation for
so infectious, loathsome, dangerous, and fatal a dis-
ease as the small-pox; should be continued, when
we can have recourse to a mild and safe remedy,
which equally secures the patient from future in-
fection, and is incapable of communicating any
contagion ? Here, Gentlemen, I cannot avoid no-
ticing a material deviation in the economy of your-
charity, since its first institution. ~ 'When first es-
tablished, it was dividedinto two departments ; the
one for preparing and inoculating patients, the
other for receiving those who had taken the casual

" infection,

Juy
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By removing patients to the Hospital as soon as
ihe disease appeared, and by confining those who
were inoculated until their recovery, infection was
prevented from being disseminated. In the more
affluent classes of life, a family, by living retiredly,
might at any time be inoculated without much dan-
ger to their neighbours. This institution afforded
the same advantage to the lower classes. The
motives which led to its foundation were honour-
able ; the plan was useful.

At what time, and at the iﬁstigatiﬂn of what
evil and malignant genius, you first permitted the
inoculation of out-patients, I know not ; but from
that fatal hour, this metropolis has never known
one single moment’s respite from this horrible dis-
temper. You will, perhaps, attempt to defend this
practice by observing that, from the state of your
funds you could admit only a very limited number
for inoculation ; and that, as this disease isless dan-
gerous when communicated by inoculation, than
when taken casually, many of the out-patients have
been saved, who would otherwise have fallen victims
toit. All this I readily admit ; but were you not
equally aware of the state of society, among the
lower classes in London, where many families are
crowded together in one house ; and where, if one
child be variolated, infection will probably be com-
municated to the others, totally unprepared for it,

and many of them, perhiaps, labouring under teeth-
A
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‘ing, and sther Complaints incidental’ t6 infancy ?
‘Thus, when' one ﬁut;p&tif:nt ‘15 inoculated, a
‘dozen miay take the casual infection : add to this,
the mischief of ‘d-rﬁ'dsfng the contagion through
.the streets, by carrying-the children to and from
the ‘Small-pox’ Hospital, twice or thrice a week
“during the disease. That shameful and abominable
practiee is the principal cause of the fitality of the
-small-pox in this eity. Your Hospital affords a
~ constant and inexhaustible source of contagion
it is the focus from which this poison is continually
radiating to every part of the metropolis.
. In a'popular View of Vaccination, Tately pub-
lished by your physician Dr. Adams, he states,
that out of 2500, variolated under the age ‘of two
years, in the last' twelyemonth, only two died.
‘Without meaning to impeach the veracity of
Pr. Adams, T shalt just observe, that he mneither
knows, nor can know, the total amount of deaths
in those incculated at the Smiall-pox Hospital.
The children who are imoculated there are fre-
quently broaght from the distance of two or three
sniles. ‘Can you be sototally ignorant of the nature
of the small-pox as to believe, that'2500 children,
under two years of age, can be car ﬂed that distance
twice or thricea week, in all ise'vs(}ns‘ of the year,
and in.all the stagesofthie disedse? ' Within that
period, without secking for themy T have heard of
mmore: than two cases of deathi ffom inoculation at
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also occasioned by other causes, two thirds mere
conld be admitted into it, who are now labouring
under the complicated misery of blindness and in-
digence. This metropolis has long, and most
deservedly, ranked before that of other countries,
n the number and utility of its charitable insti-
tutions : it also presents two phenomena not to
be met with in any other country—we have a so-
ciety for the extermination of the small-pox,
another for its propagation; a society for pro-
moting blindness, and another for its reception.

Even while I am writing, I have been informed
of two cases of death from inoculation at the Small-
pox Hospital : one in Carnaby Street ; the cther
in Warren Street, Fitzroy Square. Many other
nstanees of death unay easily be heard of, by those
who have time and inclination to seek for them.
It i$ not from the mautilated or defective statement
of a public institution, or of any individual, that
we can form a just estimate of deaths and ca--
sualties from this disease. As inoculation for the
small-pox serves to propagate the natural infection,
we must consider the average number of deaths,
&c. which take place in those who receive it
casually, and in those who are variolated in this
metropolis, when the following statement will,

~ perhaps, be found to be more correct than that of
| Murt of the College of ]
/ Surgeons of London, on vaccination, 1§ un- L
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Deaths and sufferings by the inoculated small-
pox in the same number :

6572, or | m 25.

Sufferings from vaccination in the same number
146, or 1 in 1309.

If well-informed medical men admit the truth
of the above statement, and I am convinced thay
will readily admit it, who, that is not dead to
every sense of feeling and humanity, but must
behold with the keenest regret, thousands of
mnocents in this country alone, annuglly doomed
to a premature grave the helpless victims of the
most perverse obstinacy, the blindest prejudice,
the grossest ignorance, or the most sordid avarice?

- Were you fully aware of the extent of the mischief

arising from the Small-pox Hospital, in continually
supplying this deadly poison to every part of the
metropolis, you would not, you could not afford
the influence of your names, your rank, and your
fortune, in support of so abominable an insti-

tution.

A plausible objection may possibly be urged to
the total exclusion of variolation at this charity :
¢¢ That-as it'was originally founded for the espress
purpose of receiving and inoculating persons with
this disease, the present Goveruors are the trustees,
and not the proprietors, and consequently eannot
totally forbid it.” This objection you have in a

—1
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the quarantine laws? and in what consists the
greater hardship of confining persons: to their
house, during the contagious stage of the small-
pox, than confining them on board a ship, because
the plague raged in the port from which they last
sailed? If it be necessary to impose restrictions
on persons under such circumstances, how much
more are they required against a disease equally
contagious, equally fatal, and constantly raging ?
When the plague prevails in a district, and de-.
stroys forty thousand people, it forms an important
era in the history of the country. Here we have
a disease which destroys as many thousands an-
nually, and which we endeavour to support and

propagate.

.. If a father or mother of a family choose to
murder their own children, they have no right to
murder their neighbours. If Government will
not wholly forbid inoculation for the small-pox,
they ought, at lieast, to put it under quarantine,
by causing pest-houses to be erected in every
parish, or compelling persans to be confined
during inoculation under severe penalties. But
John Bull will never submit to such an abridgment
of his. liberties. Let the Habeas Corpus Act be
suspended ; let a Minister, and all Lis relations,
and friends, and dependants, be pensioned, and
John Bull is a very docile animal ; but the moment
you prevent him from doing a thing which' is ab-
surd, and dangerous, and infamous, he imme-
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